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Item s Worth M entioning
fromt he desk of J ohn ny P ence

Poetry a nd P ictur es?

If anybody actuallyeadsThe Botterand has for merthan a cou
months, that person migtgaall that our Bcember issue was a spec
fiction issue. % months lateme hae an all-poegrand-pictues issueg

No, of course not, sillylslweird; we just had a whole ton of fiction
winter and a whole ton of poems and pastéior this issueeter to call |t
a ‘special issuthan an anomalous submission patterthough gu hae
for the wintelime. O poety for the summefFhe world may nev knav.

—ediot@blotterrag.com

hted

d
distributed one eekend in the firpt

I'm N ot Corrupt

I'm a blank fom

to be filled out and tured in

to the secetary. Thee is inside

of me bony lungs a bag of air

which | let loose betimes

in the aea around me. It's befouled

and shitten. I'm so happy when the air's expelled,
then I'm empty of ca:

| can grin at the floor

in front of me and pace up and down
the halls with an empty look

on my face to match the empty halls.
When I'm empty inside theris no
corruption; thee is only purity

and effacement. The is no voice

of foul air baging its way

out of my lungs. Theris no air

byl anJ.
Holcom b

No Sleep

Edgewise, | look at you
slantwise. I'm on my side.
You're on my side, right?
lying on my side,

| can feel my bones leathe.
| can feel you keathe:
lesser greater, lesser

With each beath we're both
lesser greater, lesser

lan J. Hblcomb contributed
seeral-hundezd insane poems
to The Blotterearly last gar and
then disappead.

there some theme & 8me plan?ddne machination, scheme, or plqt?
his

le

| all-

to wonder if theds some aadian rhythm that makes people write figtion



June 2004

page3

The
Blotter

Chance Meeting

The pom eases, in your m@sence.

| float over heads to yours

where | stop to notice:

eyes that ae chatting with mine,

a spirit that doesn't want for wind,

and a bronze complexion that whitens your shand
flushes your lips (upon whose softness | make a mental
landing).

When | pour myself back into the body

that needs to make wats for anothey

| note that my brief trip to your land hasnewed

my inteest in travel.

by D r. Heather H offm an

Taxi!

"Those damn lesbians.

They get me hany.

I wreck my cab looking at them.

Truck driver yelled at them.

You know tuck drivers say anything.

| got a girlfriend,

this whoee stands in font of me half naked.
| had to ask her if she was cold down ther
I mean it was cold outside; she had to be cold down
there.

The Indians don't pay taxes.

The Indian asked the white man

who he thought was theaal American.

‘Do you pay taxes?

Well, | don't!" Hah, hah, hah.

Miss, that's a countdeit twenty"

Dr. Heathemprobably just goey BHeather Hffmari in real

life, but she happens to be a physician in some faiggtinggr
specialty if temember caectly | just think its funny that &
hawe a contributor with aal job

She ecently meed hee fom Austin.

liver Bioiter [ieam el
real dreams, real w

They are filming a sequel to Godzilla,
which will co-star Marilyn Monroe.
She is to play a scientist, and will
have a scene where she stands on a
building roof, in her white lab coat,
against a dramatic background of
Tokyo in flames, and tells the monster
in no uncertain terms that he's been
very bad and should be thoroughly
ashamed of himself. Mickey Rooney
keeps hanging round the set, jumping
on the running board of her car, and
saying that he's going to marry her
someday. She finds him annoying
and creepy. Godzilla meanwhile is off
somewhere stomping on trains.

—Anon., Durham

| was writing an informal proposal for
a client, and then | turned the paper
over, changed my handwriting, and
used red ink to write a kind of anti-
proposal. It went something like: "...
and what if i decided to create prob-
lems for you? What if | devoted 40
hours a week of my life to causing
problems just for you? What if the only
thing | did during business hours was
to fuck with you and interfere with your
happiness?"

| was reunited with my old college
roommate and we lived on campus in
the special historic quarters reserved
for exceptional students. | looked out-
side my window and a bunch of
South-Carolina Gullahs were slaugh-
tering hogs right outside the window. |
asked them to slaughter their hogs
somewhere else, since the smell
would be so bad and we didn't have
AC. They apologized and moved on,
but there was already a huge mess
out there. Fortunately my roomate and
| had a lot of beer.

—J.P,, Hillsborough
Please send excerpts from your

dream journals to Jenny at
mermaid@blotterrag.com. If nothing

else, we Jove to read them. We
won'’t publish your whole name.

pird
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Joan
Vandermie

Joan’s joyful paintings can be seen
at The Open Eye Cafe in June
2004; The Paws Exhibit at The

Carrboro Branch Library in
McDougle Middle Schooal, from
June 24 until October 20, 2004; in
her studio in Chapel Hill; and on
www.joanvandermeer.com
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Opposite: Nightie Time on the Farm, The
Day the Yellow Bus Came to Town.

This Page, Top Down: Toward Evening
in Beaufort, Table With Bottles and Fruit,
Where the Red Sky Meets the Road.
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Leonid M eteor Shower wi thJ ames

Su b m Lt by Shavn P avey

The Blotter

Needs anWantsYour Contribution

So Give ltUp

We pefer e-mail submissions in all ca
and they go to

memaid@blotterrag.com
or paper copies can go to

Jenny Haniver
PO Bax 175
Hillsborough, NC 27278!

Send us:

Shornt prose (stories and
nonacademic essays),

Poetly,

Photojournalism/-essay

Journalism that goes lmnd or
beneath whatou might find
elssvhee,

Comix, and

Fine at that would eproduce wll
on this type of paper

Guidelines and dministrativia

Do not send original wiorof an
kind! Your submissions will n
be etumed

Lo-res images may be attachg
e-mail submissions, but no ot
attachments. d&te all text into t
e-mail body or send paper co
to'the PO. box abwe

type anything foroy.
Handwritten stuff iseally no
consideed; we need an eleotrig
copy of all text, andoy hawe tg

supply it
An e-mail addrss oreply SASHS
required befoe we will'respond

Try to send stuff that is some
resonant with whatevhae
already publishe

We striwe to be aﬁolitical._e&
that in mind

You keep all copyrights but ay
us to print yur wok one time
There is no paymentey,

Our bodies clothed against air cold
enough to feeze water whee it stands,
James and | stand and look skywdy to the nothwest,

sipping cofee in the dark of our yak

Crazy enough, we two,
to watch ock bumn in the sky
as the matter and the atoms of the matter
break down,
component pats reassembling
into something altogether new

This, we will not see again.
90 years will pass.
We will not see
this rain of ock
of fire of ash

mingling with the air we beathe.

We will not taste on our tongues baomng
sky crackling enegy, as steam
from our breath swirls a silvexd
motion away fom our bundled up selves.

Big as fists, big as elephant's heads,
meteors

sizzled dark sky two hours beferdawn
November's July 4th éworks
raining bright fie
down on us,
incandescent paticles
exploding into air connecting us
to all that is in
this infinite expanse
where we spin in pefect symmety.

90 years will pass,
politicians will die.

Captains of industy will die.
Priests will die.
And monks.
And James.
And me.

Befoe meteors meet us again,
lighting a dark night with embers,
we will all die.
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Bringing fie,
meteors will shimmer a dark sky

they will pour upon the edh,

spread dusts fom places we have not seen,

They will come again
out of darkness as befar

when eatth still steamed in the chill

from its new bith.

They will bring with them
fire, a breath

they will beathe into bones and dust and ash,
_ they will beathe into the airstain the sea,
vapor into clouds a fr'sh mattering.

Who will stand in the cold dark then?
Who will smell the fer in the night?

Wll they coat themselves againsoit and ice,
drink the black cd&e of moning befoe light,

will they delight in a spectacle of fiemists,
will they fix their eyes on heaven?

CREATIVE
METALSMITHS

Don H. bhnson | Km Maitland
117 E. Fanklin $., Chapel Hil
919-967-2037 eatiemetalsmiths.com

sarajo berman

RCST #190
regiger ed cranioscal therapig

by appoirtment only 1113

9D-@8-61 28 sjberman@mirdspring.om

Altered Image

Hair Designers, Inc.

Durham, NC 27705
(919) 286-3732

BRANCH
CHAPEL HIL
BOOKSHO

and
The Blotier
Shawn  Ruey present
co-founded The
Main Sreet Rg Our Latest

Poetry Dburnal and
sexved as its editor
for 3 yars. K
teaches Hlosophy
and Petly at the
NC Governor's

School, and can ; : ]
often be found f”day; june 2
enjoying a fine

singlebarel bour

bon while listening

to Tom Waits. o
Every Month, join past an

presentBlotter authors, aists
poets, and special guestped
mike readings follw.

509 W. North St.
Raleigh

834.8400 _
_ (Sign-up for open spaces, 5
Wit Ul  time limit for open mike read

Also & Branch’'s in the near future

Monday une 21, 7:30MalcolmW.
Campbell, @ron Nado—Play Had,
Rest BsyTuesdayline 22, 2004 7:
PM Mindy Fiddle—The GGrde
Angel. Tuesday uly 13, 2004 7:3
PM Adam Bawr—Divine &rah
Sunday Quly 18, 2004 2:00 P
Karin Gllespie—Bet Your Botto

Dollar branch
's chapel
hill booksh
243 s. elliott rd.
in village plaza

1/2 Broad St

Burrite, Tacos, Naclso& mer
Fabulost Homemade SalsestdM@garitas

Mondaysdurday l1llanl-Opm Clesed Sunday
711 Wosemay St Carbbolo carburrite.com

93.822

968.9110
www.branchsbookshop.co

howd you get so smart?
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HK achu pH
by An gi Shearstone

Angi $earstone has aabter's
degee in comic books, two cats, and
a websitewwwangishearstone.com.
What the hell else could anybody ask
for?

Flood
by W il Do negan

"Ah!" she shrieks, the mud and the
plants

and the fish sighing their way

down the stacked ocks, inviting
themselves

for affectionate hugs with our shins

and our bare feet.

The collapsing dam finishes its
descent atop

a pulsing pump, the once véical
fountain now irigation

for koi gills.

She stands agape mouthed, looking

to me

the fish

to me

the fish, to me.

Her eyes, a flash of pupils and wior
and my eyes back.

With toothpick fingers | pluck at the
fish

that burows only deeper into the
mud and debris.

My mother scarlet cheeked, sucks
valiantly

at the air and beginsestacking
rocks.

Then she sends me for the hose.

Wil Doneganis a ypung feller
from Rttsboo whdll be attending
UNC in the fall. Kep pur eg on
him. Thers moe fom him on the
next page.
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Laundrom ats

unequal segments.

Stands leaning over the washing machine,

tearing wet sheets and blankets

away, bubbled strips of whale blubber slick

her hands with soapy sluy. Into the dyer,

swirling and hot.

Stands far back, ans full with lint, back &m win-
dows,

from cars at the seet.

Their highway eyes invite too manipo soon, to
pyres not poperly extinguished.

Her craters, stitched tight, ameopening in loads.

Drivingbyt he Redaur anton

The woman; fractwed, fracturing, pieced together in

Friday E vening

by W il Do neg

an

In the car my mother's car

| watch you at the table

Placing glasses, forking lemons,

The gummy hotoad chasmed black

on the letteed glass.

| watch fom my cabin, bound by leather
the white tough of your scalp

Capsized in curlinged waves.

Your legs, hazy and hosed, | watch

Black and hot with plates and sunlight.
Ahead, the trafic,

moves you, moves me

and in my glass | watch my eyes
searching, combing

themselves for@&ason not to cicle back
and ask for seconds.

Craig Kirchnersays, ‘i a cor—the unbearable smile

sultant on the East Coast but consider

In brief moments beneath the drizzling tablecloth;

Inconsiderate line of wheel and fume, moves fard

half-livesin c onversation

Though moonlicked steets
they etreat into the image of opinion,
into an evening foever posturing
and repositioning like a@stless ego.

Thee is a paty tonight.

Guests arive bearing coats
and compliments for the host.
How fantastically modex! How kitschy-cool!
The cochlear statiase, the cdired ceiling,
the magenta vase stemmed with dried life.

People thong the place as if in a train car
some sitting with coy sks,
others standing with painted mih.

Around the bom a simian chatter gows,

and ther is pleasue felt at another's misfaoune.
The cofee pot politicians shake hands

With the Bollo boumgeois,

and Friday evening quaerbacks
launch Hail Maries over the conversation.
Some push the latest scer
others the actor's coutey,
evelyone agees
the pary will be talked about.

Thee were so many faces kept on ice tonight.

by C hris Frasier

myself a hobo of the uarge. | write
about what | kne best and et

least—-mysekl—in an effor to remore

those labels.

Ava Morgan (opposite pagéyes
in Cary, NC with her guinea pig
Imagey. In her spartime she likes act
ing in local theag;, hanging out with
her bgfriend, and going to contser

Chris Hasieris a egular at our
Serious Literar Brents, held once a
month at Bancts Chapel Hi
BookshopY’all should come check it
out.

You were seven when you smiled the unbearable smile,
stretching it acoss the glossy tableau of fewer,

your teeth a festoon of lantas in an endless night:

You could fool etemity befoe your mother

You played happiness to a firing squad of cameras

each riddling you with snapshots of misquoted youth.

At seventeen, you wanted to gw a beard to hide the sadness
because those anund you wee scaied of the tuth.

Then, in your twenties, smoking in the unetia light

of a lamp on the side s&et of consciousness,

watching the brake lights of others stuck in wine bottleneckficaf
you discoveed, momentarily your fowning bliss:

We do not have to smile for the camera.
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Baghdad D ream and the gristle binding his
bones

by C raig Ki rchn er meltgégef,igning marbling in fine Ad Ve rti Se

He's dancing alone pretends it will make savagrthe

naked, but with helmet and aging,

bayonet. but collapses him quickly
The music is loud like Polka. to skin-dotted, full-dess bones, T h e
The balloom is full of gawking open-mouthed, thick with craze-

pinstriped figues
standing baefoot on the had-
wood floor,
but he's twirling

too fast 4

to see their faces. |t S Cheap, ea
He bolts, ashamed, "

booted novx? and fatigued, effe Ct I Ve y a n d
down a Persian-ugged hall, . .

to steps that get steeper as his u S | n p r| n t . C -
and the music fades.

He comes unning

to a gold-gilded oof, (9 19) 286_77
where chilled with a suge

legs shoten
. marty at
too quickly
of cool night airsilver with

t00 foan 8 B otter

from naked Dachau dancers.

smoke,

sweet with the smell ofatting
meat,

the bends suck the oxygen

from the blood in his head,
leave it stagnant,

too heavy

like limp slaughteed flesh,

Comfort Behindthe Jukebox
by A va Morgan

He was hiding behind the jukebox listening to Nancy
Sinatra singing, "These bootseamade for walking"
And he was taking these wals, grabbing them and
Placing them into his soul.

He was squatting behind the jukebox, shaking a paper
Nervously and tying to figue out the meaning and

The eason of this hit song. He cleverly smiled up
Ahead and made his thoughts race again.

He became vey disguntled behind the jukebox sluing
His speech and spitting on the flgoweeping into the
Speakers. Stéed making strange noises like he was
Speaking in tongues and pulled his pants down.

He was still hiding behind the jukebox singing that
Nancy Sinatra song, "These bootsamade for walking"
Wondering what song was going to play nextofivning
Began grabbing Nancy's notes and twiddling his thumbs.
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Jerry
Kirk

Chaos is Easy

Jerry Kirk is a recent
transplant to Raleigh from
Charlotte, where he was a
gallery owner.

www.sanctuaryart.com
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Barrier (Rpot: NCDOT & North
THE LUMB ERTON B ARRIE R— Caolina Hghway Btrol, dine 9, 2002)
. . and that efered to ly Mr. Mincey Ms.
Prelimin ary R esearch Da ta Shecker along with Chuckehcomb
bv A A R . from the MNrth Caolina Rier Reseah
y A A u CCl Institute visited the Mceys on Mich

30, 2004 only to diseer that the barrier
umber Rier SW of Robet Odette who aged to come outin question had aady been pulled out

LLumbeton, North Capolina and look at the barrignitially skeptical,of the rier ty Norbet's Towing and

(population 20,795) Mr. Odette was surprised to see that $abage, a local companyedirty Mr.

Donald dnes—Lumbeton resident object in question was indeed a NODMMincey .
who initially disceered a conete pad Class Ft8ndad Concete Burrier The aggessie emoal of the
barrier (ne knavn as the UMBER- Lumbeton Earrier fom the lumber
TON BARRIER) in the umber Rier ~ Mr. Odette informed the Mceys River essentially dested any and all evi
while casting for catfistorin his dock. that_his depément would emae the dence that Ms. Hecker and Mr
(Febuay 10, 2003) Mrbnes called thdarrier within 30 day3he full cost of Nencomb had hoped to gatheater the
Lumbeton Police Depatment who sug €xaation to be esponsibility of thesame @ning, Mr Neancomb mentioned
gested he contact theot Caolina propety owners. MrMincey unsatisfiedthe dag eents to a friend and former
River Reseah hstitute who in turn With the esponse time and unexpectithaeologist colleague, A.Acd&® Mr
directed him to the dith Caolina expense called thertl Caolina sh Rucci, enjging an extendedsation in
Depatment of  Transpation andWildiife Commission toyrto deter the Lhited 3ates vlunteeed his seices
(NCDOT). The NCDOT promised to mine who wasesponsible for the barriger investigation of the site, analysis of the
remae the barrier within 10 days..Mand its emaal. (The barrier was situateBarrier mekings and determination of
Jbnes was found dead in his homeirthe lumber Rier a watawvay con the povenance of the object. &eh 30,
November 28, 2003 t4his point in time trolled ly the local commission). 2004) .
the barrier had notey been emaed = Three veeks ent ty without aeply ~ On April 3, 2004, MrRucci, sesing
from the rierbed behind the home of tfeom the NC #sh and Wildlife as a felance imstigator for the
deceasednfbrmation couesy of Mbel Commission. Mr Mincey called theNCDOT, the North Caolina Hghway
Jbnes, niece of the deceaseud! A7, NCDOT and asked for MOdette who Patrol and the Mrth Caolina Rier
2004) had in the meantimetired. Ms. Bna Reseah Institute, began conductingpr

Michael and Rita Mcey—Bought Shecker told MrMincey that ther was liminary studies on theaBier With the
the popety formally belonging tono fecod of a visit  Mr. Odette to the appoval of all pates inwlved, arrange
Donald dnes on Mich 1, 2004. Nthael propety - but she wonded aloud if ments we made for thedsrier to be
Mincey called the NCDDMaintenancethele was a connection beén a case dghoved to a neutral site to conduct the
Office on March 3, 2004 and spoke with missing Class Raflad Concete analysis and testing.ofet’s Towing

and @hage was led to povide the
transpar. The Lumbeton Barrier was
brought to wmp Gllley/Projects,
Raleigh, NC onuhe 4, 2004.

Accoding to aepot filed jointly ty
the NCDOIT, the NC Hghway Btrol,
and the Mrth Caolina Cfice of the
Attorney General, onuhe 8, 2002 a
Class F ta&ndad Concete Burier was
unlawfully emared fom its location at

The barrier was 1 of tempgrbarri
ers spanning the east end ofdad.The
time of the crime was estimated to be
between 01:30 and 03:24 a.m. ane)8,
2002. None of the other adjoining barri
ers e (e)mwoed.

Preliminay form and dimensional
comparisons beten the mduction date
of the Class Raéhdad Concete Buriers
which vere temporarily installed at the
afoementioned location and the
Lumbeton Barrier siongly suppadrthat
they belong to the sameugx
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Class F tandad Concete Burier
(specifications):

LUMBER TON BARRIER
CLASS F(Type B) SCB

Height: 30 in. (88 cm)
Width:
LengthVariable
Weight:Variable

A total of 30 prvbes 1.875 in. (4.
cm) wee taken m the base of thi
Barrier:

1. To determine the chemic
composition of the comte (along
with the shape andesithis enable:
one to identity the manufactuy.

2.To test the impact and tens
stiengths of the barrier

3.To analyz the minerals, clay
and algaes that leapenetrated it
suface.

4. To reconstuct a timetable of

eents (especially time undater). _ _ o ) o
1.56 in. (3.96 cm) deep matches in c@onclusie is also the identification of the

Preliminary Findings: sistency and hue the clays whieh yatlav and white paint mkings found

Barrier Analysis (May 14, 2004): found in the uppeegions of theumber on Sde_C: tlentical to theaad-striping
The high conete-to-sand ratio andRiver* and curb paintequied ty the NCDOT

the unusual lack abek aggrgate in the o ~ from 1974 to 2003. Mer suface ma-

Lumbeton barrier psbes & typical of *The lumber Rier is a windingings a& common to those normally

curbs and barriersopluced ¥ the J.E.  black-water rer that originates iroccurring during use omads with a

Baylor Company for the NCDDfrom the @ndhills egion of Mrth speed limit of 45 mphTije speed limit

1984 to 1991The J.E. Bylor Company  Caolina then flars feely though at __ is 30 mphThe unspectacular

was also the manufaetuof the Class F  the south coastal plain and into theakings seem toule out a collision

standat concete barriers which ew Pee Dee Rier in ®uth Caolina, resulting in a death but thesjiminay

temporarily installed at . *The eentually to the hantic Ccean.  evidence suggests that foul play was

impact (1600 Ibs./sq. in.) and tensile _ _ _involved: The Lumbeton Barrier Is

(1320 Ibs./sq.in) sngths of the The geenish-black discoloratiomsdeed that which was stolamfithe site

Lumbeton Barrier pobes a signifi and gowths ag assumed to be commam dine 8, 2002 but the modior its dis

cantly lever than the manufacers with the indigenous algaes/molds of fiiecement and @vtual deposit in the

specifications (4000 & 3000 Ibs./sq. iivet ~ The  unusual materialumber Rier emains unsad.

respectily) published in the J.Eaylor composition/ratios of theumbeton

Company materials andogucts cata Barrier make it difficult to determineto

logue. i fact, the umbeton Barrier much Seepagevould occur garly but a - nnRiceci Wil be shaving

stess tests yieldegbults at lels that range of .08-.25 in. pegay isegasonable. C o :

hae been determined to be unacceptdble aerage to deepest, penetration The lumbeton Earrierat Lump

by industy and geernment safety staryear ratios of theaBier pobes @& .21 to Gallew/Projects, 505 S. IBunt

dads. (Note: this has led to a call fo#4 ©spectsly The penetration lels qreet, Raleigh, NC

further inwestigations into the NCDD seem to confirm that theaBer was in ' L ;

contracts with the J.Eaor Co) the river for 1-2 gars. Opening Fiday line 4th 7-
The formal laboratgranalyses of the  Samples e taken of the dace 11 pm.

minerals, clays, and algaes thatprene paint traces to determine thehicle |  ghon Run: dine 4-27, 2004.

trated the entirsuface of thewumbeton makes and models that had come 'Saller h ‘st & Sun. 1-5

Barrier hae \et to be completed at theontact with the &rier A material and @2!1€Y NOUIS: &t & SUn. L=5 PM.

date of publication (B 15, 2004).color analysis of thepr paint maings

Howeer as expected thedrbown dis on Sde_A yieldedesults consistent witl

coloration which has seeped into the color Scarlet #43ofn the 1978

outer lagrs of the barrigrsutace up to import production of a @tsun 240Z.*




Blotter Jinsciptions Now Available

Send a Check to

1010 Hale St., Durham, NC, 27705
or call 919.286.7760 for more informatio




