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Johnny Rence....Old Scratch fromt he dedcofJ ohnnyP ence

Martin K. Smith .. .Publisher-at-Largg,

14

Treaster Ge T hee Behind M e, Satan!
Jenny Haniver ..Pseudonym The other day | was out walking and just after | madeutigthe fairl
James CWemer.... Minister of busycrossradsa big black poodleefnembergur Faus? A big black poodle
Information is the first glimpse thaevget of Mphistopheles) appeduin the inters

Advettisers and @sciptions Contac§ |tion and stood in the middle of thegsoads tying up traffid.hen a bi

Marin K. smithl [tough dude got dragged out into the intersectyohi$ big tough pi/

M_K_Smith@yahoo.copn [mastiff mix, who appamtly wanted a piece ofdC5cratch.
919.286.776 | kept on walking and ditimook back.

Submissions andditorial Busineist -
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LASCHPU are
wilgos 'S o W rr”tgsc triou bec gal SCAR &m our kingdor
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ediot@blotterrag.cormo submissiond)) few bars herand thex over the past veweeks, but this issue ksour offi

706.583.9098 (busine s, cifll elegse in : h , thanks. Charmeadh I5ue.
All content copyig n rfeditor ic cated in GA, while business offiecegfar
by the atist, not the zilhg . t so

Cover at: detail ofPie King,by Bné | guess sincenlgoing to be callingifens home, it might be vt.lm:l
Filer. See pp 8-9 for moe from thi§ [while explaining toall what this magazine is all about. And siecede
artist. L P
made any attempt to explain it to@mg/ else in print, after neathan aga

The Botteris a poduction o] Inerhaps | should.
The Blotter M ine, hc. , ,
e Blotter %guarzh'g ,?, , NCC What isThe BotteP Rople always ask me that, dsnd itlamn hdrques

ISSN 1549-035] [tion to answr | guess’d a literar magazine, bunt’ the editor and dorit
www.blotterrag.corh |pqid an MR from soméankee liberal4arcollege, hawerit been publishdd

We often use Bobco fonts, copyrightq; i ; i
shaewar from the Chueh WY in McSveenésor theParis Rview we dort get any fundingdm the NEA
SjbgﬁanlusAF?_bob Wedalsiﬂ usgNMy and e neer een met Rniel BsterWallace, so | guese wae petty

ne Antigue and othereevalg ;

fonts flom %postlophic Labs ard shabl credentials as such. . ) . o
other souces Maybe wre an undergund “zine,” but ve dort print political diatribgs

1 or write about bands, so thatot eally it either

—

Jhnny Rence, Hitor in Chie

S0 | guess’é a combination: an undergnd literay magazine.uBthen
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e Botteris published mont an H : T
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Traffic Pioneers:
An A tlantaLove Storyfromt he

Futur e
by J amie Allen

April 12, 2014

fferent fiom
em erio
day\it the

car pileup soméhee on the #lanta t

promised not to drink while insi
his spring AL morning, the car because that would vig

Dorothy and | carpooled®P€n container laws. ifie ve
again. Bt it was so muchverertt actually driving, therwas nq

et

er to a visit toddatio; |

interstate system, awhich ltimatdpuldrt be home any fime soon.
S r?N ffic T h faddig=t0 a.S
@E&mm g th '%M@ e ran

whee ve sat on the top end of 1-28% 070ty popped open twieeers

el‘ us.

S tightly packed was traffic arl
; e the #TN

but

w e should d efinitely j ustliveint he car. You
k now ?”

stress of being caught in traffic a
ally comes &m having to b
somevhee. Bit this day for what
ewer leason, @ had finally gan up
PN getting to wdr or getting homs

that we were unable to make our ex
The drivers megly blaed their bitter
horns as & tried to change lane
Hours passedVe crawled apgxi-

mately 20 feet. @othy managed t

conduct a f& business calls on hgPd with nahee to be the siss fel
PDA. | sent e-mailsdm mine and awaylt was like @ were on acation
spoke with my boss for a good haight in our evn town, right in the
In fact, Dorothy and | got a lot ofmiddle of thesad.

stuff done just sitting trerand no It was at that moment th
one at our espectiv offices seemef©rothy looked at me and saiuye
to notice that @ ver missing.Sh°U|d just g& up the rat rac§Ve

Maybe they er missing, tao should just lie in the caron this

The late afternoon came to ierstateWe should wdr from the
after another 20 feet. A maroled €2 We should sleep in the ,cae
by selling hot dogsVe bought two should eat in the c&ife should go t
for a late lunch and two for dinndf'€ Pathoom someplace else, bet

ek befer Fate danger of driving while intizated. ;
the papercy
- I cat it
Id h ay

|improper. Immediately there is a commo-

liver Bioiter [ieam el
real dreams, real w

| am walking through a crosswalk with
four people, like the Beatles on Abbey
Road, when I'm struck by the fact that
I'm dreaming. | decide not to follow them
and to stand in the crosswalk and decide
what to do now that I'm “lucid dreaming.”
A loud noise on the porch wakes me up
and I'm terrified.

| was having one of those really mun-

ane s about ordinary
@ s gind everyday chores
5 h&¥ the person | was talk-
ing taysaid, ‘40 hell with that, World

War [ll just started!”

e TV to find a map of the
ile trajectories like in Dr.

or War Games or some-
on and off.

ned

heads at “several civilian, paramilitary

i U.S., at “command and
I1EY in Japan, and at various

S, ories, and whole towns

| was not at all surprised or anxious,
and was resentful that I'd been dis-
tracted from my chores.

—S.K., Hillsborough

| am in a courtroom sitting at the defen-
dant’s table with the Hilton sisters. The
judge aks why we are here, and the DA
says this case involves something

tion in the courtroom. A uniformed officer
comes to the table and leads us out of
the building. | ask if | have to go along
too and the officer answers that the
whole party must go, as written in the
“statute”. When we get outside one sister
says something that includes a comical
malapropism. Then the other one asks
the officer if he is taking us to see the
“statue.”

—R.G,, Raleigh

Please send excerpts from your
dream journals to Jenny at

Another man cameytselling canne

beer and coolersewought a six, butou knav?”

ghould definitely just Bvin the cajmermaid@blotterrag.com. If nothing

else, we love to read them. We
won’t publish your whole name.

pird
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It sounded crazput was it? © take aoad trip at 3.m. We all vent and her ess haw lit with a sign of
was it crazy to fight the Wloof too along, giddy with the aektue it poetic meaningoBetimes, when she
many cars on too littleoad, egry might bring. | felt the same sensatiglaeps in the seat next to me at night, |
morning, egly night, until its too when | looked in Drothys egs. h watch her l@athe, watch her soft face
late to ealie that pur life has beerall the times | had @m her rides toand open mouth against thekdate-
one long strggle den one nesr- her wok — what did she e do for rior, and | wonder he | got so lucky
ending, traffic-addledad? @ce, in a living? — | didhknow she had this  After the fiewoks had clead

college, my mates hatched a plarntber and eeryone had gone to bedew
“So whak stopping us?” | said. decided it would be best ®tire to

elettricesnatareity.con “Nothing,” she shigged, befer t(heh,car']rlnlside’ & had ama_Zin?(,ng Sex
i i wnicn always was mydElte Ind).

ELECTRIC taking a swig of beer ! Yo _

TR SI:M Eﬂ And so our adntue has begunEvething is just going so el

nemmale sunnil I'L“I We aEithIOWIng caution to the WindTOUflng aound Alanta is at times like

iling ciclirmen' ling. IBr instance, asew
e & erbi I® lik SS ord Highway wer the
Wi g ouhd ‘and'o in a rs two eeks, @ had the best

. . Chinese Mxican Mxi-Cali
lav-movin | Il X ' ' S
very slav-moving galaxyie wi S.eevletnamese, an, Colombian,

'2 Qshi, Asian4ision, yu name it. tl
sing t thewas like traaling the world Yo our
witheey
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*u Ak Exriel and
'*#1‘ oarciag & fwlt%

L Lm - ol el # M Crogd th World Of
o iy b, AN WL [ L W||
? - r se
DA i i e B i radiQgind keep fin touc
one via e-mail and cell and the Wgﬂt.

cry of the fee.Wish us luck. exit to accesgafoucks waless with
July 5, 20.14 our laptops, and evalso use those
Boy, the fieworks shw at $0n€ a5 15 feshen up in the batiam

Mountain iseally nice. | was afraid Wind visit the laungimat While pass

might ot be clos_e enough to Seeldb the Rrimeter Ml exit, ve bought
especially calculating our éigpace of ;- | road-trip appal. h the

112 yads per dayout you could &N o, ymer heat, @othy pefers to don

hear the tiny pops of explosion With,,hing suit top and steowith flip-
each color burst. flops, and | go with a t-shimd baggy
Bveyone set up camp on tgaing tunks with boat shoes.

hoods of their carfhe night wasg, (g people haadmied our cloth
clear gt humid. Childen chased eac and playfully asked us i€rev

other in a game of hide-and-seg;gng to the beacte always laugh.
between cars in the 285 lanes. And

“No, were woking!” we sa
Dorothy and | finally kissed. | mev g Y

taste buds.
Even the emyday stuff is wiing
. Were always close enough to an
Were ’t:|.11:1:|.1,|-:-.I our time
to not waste yonre
with the same old same old.

AVA ISR WO

A ALAERLE
FaARY 200

KEWMN STEIM
AN AT AR AT

The Bketter's Jehnny Fence
His de bt novel, ¥alang Up
-Camhg Eark 2006 -

Fevin 3tein's WWormaseod 5005

Sivarns dlaughter's “suseet piece™
Avalabls now at distnctive outets

A A NARE TS

ev sipubli ations.com
]M‘I_IELF[}'JI[IHE

saw helWhat | mean is, when | used
to carpool with herl newer saw the
real her She was just the corporate
stiuggler like me, wrapped in a busi
ness suit and the time-consumiB

responsibilities of her liféeS a mar

(0]

“Hey us, too!” they say

“You just has to quit fighting it,
u knaw?”

“Yes! Kactly! 8 free!”

Horatidcs doing fine.The sitter
Sys daily visits to him, and | send her
check via thaternetTo tell you the

keting consultant,ylthe waylist got truth, | dort really miss the guyles

a raise and a bonus;eal rgo-getter,
(from our car!). & since our a@w
ture began, her hair has comerdo

n example of that little bit of added

work each dayhe kind that clogged
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my former life. Mw, on 285, 16 as if neighbor demiah theale of sending

ny fom >1ghbor @ . sarajo berman
I’'m sailing on a calm ocean. clips via video-phoneegy minute or

sa It was like they e thee.
October 27, 2014
The fall is so ptty on the southwas raining, because it is good

side of AL! And Dorothy and | a¥so and because it would elyrkeep traf

glad QutKast is back togethd@heir fic from mwing for sexral days.he
new album just smacks in the crisp amnted to honeymoon in tRé@ings,

mingling with the color-tingedetes you see. After the eeronywe hiked

and the smell of wood-smoKeydu in the cool drizzle to a quaint inlle
walk past our car at just about amglked to the shops during the a
time during the wéwday you will hear noons and had sex at night.
its low, cool sounds.

H paifition et ted
Our*ctirent Ydite ne ors, nd |gf

Junie, camewer for dinner the othemwhee we le

night. Dorothy cooked g nicdl qutumwith fawr and ve
QESt-Rave-D:
iMe, BwhiSha turlhe W t ut ha={fne\e

three bottles of wine and aajrcon want this life to end.os es, |
versation on Mdern Human and All the mornings, cars (en

rygearly
H f ted a tlDy p awn i
VRe-overthe pa
utdmobile, and asewsat on ourtoo quickly as if it ht eally g¥
hoods | seetly saw us as auto -pigoing. 8metimes & get apmhen
neers, bumping dm a ne road of siwe, thinking it might lead to a cl
discoely. run, to our homes and actual plac
Word carried fsm other cars to usvoik ... to our old lies. Bit then i
that someone had spotted An8000 stops and &beathe a sigh.
working the 285 awd, but that was | dorit miss that old life. | d&
just a anel umor Late in the ening, even miss Idratio, though Brothy
tipsy we went davn the highway towants to pick him up and take hirr
Navigatds and dancedlVhat a hugethe journey someday
place! As Brothy and | bumped and She feels the same as I; our |
grooved in the cool night, our &y hee. Whee traffic stops, av hae
didnt pat. | think she kne& what | begun.
wanted to ask, what | longed to ask.
What | will ask, | suppose.

February 21, 2014

Dorothy and | married or  jamie Allenis an Alanta-base
Valentinés my beneath an\/erpaSSWriter and appanﬂy Organ'as thd

outside the/inings. Hal was my besgccasionaleading eant in that faif

man; dnie was the maid of hOl’lCCity | dorit know if he has aeal job

Our paents wished they could 8ag,” not. Heaens forbid though A1-2 Kinsay Streat, Raleigh NC 2604

And Dorothy was so happy that

hey geeted uf
nt"theest of thd

RCST #190
regisered cranioscel therapig
by appoirtment only

it
ick,
9D-@88-618 sjberman@mirdspring.mm

CLINT MITCHELL
Appliance Care

Wndable Service

Raleigh_(919) 832-9774

Frame it right the first time
mditvdlhtal!feﬁne.

M EFE-=R

Boylen fom |
Dl Ch | Ky
%/. ‘HE-:
d
Tuesday-Friday 11-7pm
Saturdlay 1-4m

15-B22-D064

been ther, but ve assigned handfright?
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| waited for the sun to sett |@ast |
Undeat he Green Sun wouldrt hawe any tan lines.

. Now, | didnt know this at the
by M artin LaFl eur time but Gswego ranks in at number
) - eight on Mtional Gographis list of
N ow, people say thaButlike | said, it was hoto®iot that the top ten best sunsetss bne of the

Chicago is theéwindy the soles of my sneakers became &ggfplaces wherthe sun will actually

City, but | cannot imag gooey substance that pine needlgs geen in one last flash befdr
ine that thee is any city windier thaflirt, and candy wrappers clung to lifgally passes belothe horien. |
Oswego, Nw York. | cart rightly Static socks to aester straightdm dorit know why it happens, maybe it is
explain Chicago claim to thatthe dyer It was ceainly too hot to something to do with the atmospher
moniker considering that ins@go Walk. | decided that swimming mig@f the angle of the sun ilationship
the tiees gw sidevays on account dpe a better mode of trangption, or to |ongitude, or @n maybe the
the wind_and the sidelks a lined at least a bit merefleshing anywaynuclear hazflom the paver plant, but

ith rgp pedestrians, andyas'luck would hait | paked m
y gn ust. riri
e Mt tt

! I st first hand to the fact that it
g= N t | di h&pp happened on my first day
> WIS TN, Wh S and | thought that perhaps
door during a windstorm and suface of the rer looked quite calmy had finally lost my mind. After sun
away milk crate missed rgeabmatter @ deep swift cuemt ran underneathset it was cooler so | left while the

of inchesThats hav bad it gets.t | Bygthe time | sigged Lug@s giigdeet |eaving was good.

could be why therae so Siegm fogl the ™ pl rl Even though | was comfable
Oswego (mae per capit a J edin with my nudity | worried that other
other city nationwide) eBid®=’th& fly® ¥I gjice co d be @eople might not be. | wasond of

ing debris, theris nothing better thastrong swimmer but mo | am a bit the idea of spending the night locked
stepping out of a chill wind to grabmore humble with my self-judgmentgp in this sticky-hot, crazy-eiy
nice warm pint of comfowhile old- Like a fool | panicked that day amfeen-sun, &k twn, so | decided
time pop music jangles out of a jukéuggled so harto get back to thehat |4 better keep avoprofile. | hid
on the wall. Bt the day | arred edge that | wermyself out. | decide@ehind shubbey whee | could, and
thele, thee was no wind and it wdshad better just do the dead-fsagagd behind buildings as opposed to
hotter thee than esr it had beenfloat for fear that if | didnthen | \yalking den major thopughfaes,
recoded. would actually become onenafly and | was doing good too, until |
My cay being fom Canada, waghe river saw fit to spit me out into theastily turned a corner and banged
in no shape for the heat that day d#fgat lake of @ario, one hun@d heads with some unlucky character
knowing better than to let the radiatypds at leastdm shoe but in smooththat happened to be walking in the
blow, | paked it in the dantovn see Waters minus one pair of skofhe wrong place at the onmg time.We
tion so | could look aund at what ariver had taken my kers, but at leaspoth fell, and It ne\er forget the tiee
small tovn in America had to offef was in one piece. words that popped out of his mouth.
Back on sherl decided that | was  “Freaking dick, prick!” he said.
neer one for comntion and | setout, He was ubbing his head and |
Altered I mage naked as ajayotbjrin the general die muttered some ap(g)k)gy Wh||¢”|]g to

Hair Designers, Inc. tion of my carl quickly had to turnhelp him up

1113 1/2 Broad St aound though, not because of “Get awayyou freak!” he said.
Durham, NC 27705 shocked faces and sidelong glansgsire buck-feakin-naked!”

(919) 286-3732 but because the jpawvent was too | did the only thing that seemed

damn hot for my gqung bae feet to sensible. | ran.

handle. | figued | was due for a day ~* Marty LaFeurwrites, “Born and
the beach so | spent the afternC yiseq jn Canada, | vem to llinois
basking on thedcky shar of ntario, as a teerl. | atténded Wity in

swimming when | felt like it, thinkingOSV\ego for seval gars and am no
about the ominous nucleaactor on living in Chapel il whee | wok in

the horibn, and skipping stones Whicomputers.”
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an e xcer pt f rom shocking number of malls as its out

Chedk's and Ba lan ces, let. As it happens, the only members
. . of the global village who kaany
aworki nprogress by G.KayB ishop degee of ceainty with egad to a

modern old maid's customeathe
tis a toth raely digested thagested, @n use commeally pe- mortuary and tax-pparation estab
I a single woman in possessied deodorantsheSis accused dfshments. lewever little a wealthy
of a small faune may not bebrand dislgalty gender-inapppri- woman may like to be classed with
in want of a husband.dde\er fine ate puchasing habits, andegvsot the dying and the about-to be-dying
ly molded her financial gfile may of statistically anomalous behavigrterms of her attractimess to the
be, this tuth is so unpalatable to tHéniversity-based industrial syt aristocracy of trade, her position has
better parof the business communPgy depdaments hastily tlw out seeral adantages, not least of which
ty, that not one méeting strategyany data they chance to collect upghe comfdable ability to war any

gaflevi uchgleghyddering erie ffic _kindsakskoe that she likes.
Sachal vl §n 5. S nfod) the( nide, ) fhelsdfral disgad with which
ne" or~dur eSpeTiablecle Tea séntatio Drfian Jof independent tastes is

ad\ettising agencies will cotier for Reality Ad “agency focus aups treated § industy may be height

ear of blupting the ne of — . .
deesh-Ehovetg e
~ shn the gobs en tr ndustry m ay
tart of prosperity In any case, thebe h eightened i nt0"Som ewhat of a p articular
t well-knavn bevity of the generalpnafrge, however, when s he goes shopping f or

2aliTe Vo dctosral:

t. A fast, snappy campaigiow up their han@ls in desma&ned into somehat of a paicular
preferably one capable of beifigubtless feeling that such a monstgtue, have\er, when she goes shop
printed cheaply on @ baees in Of natue might be capable of aming for undergarments. Astounding
primary colors of ink, must b&conomic enormity quantities of scratchy lace and hot
sketched out andguided eery day ~ She might haw a natural st pink polyester satin eremplged in
as grist to the general mills of cof¢ss of disposition and the maese manufacterof women's intimate
merce. tle deaming ver the biggeneous hedrin the world-her dis appael. The frills, furbelas, and
ticket items that an uamantic Posable income might be &efas ageneral inadequacy of their carmstr
woman might be willing to buy raisege-time special offeetyshe will stilltion ae popotional only to their
no one's intest rates. fail to attract the adoring, coneeprice. Mbst of these apparitions of

Home and gden publicationstrated sartiny that vell-establishechlluement a& the pug, unspoiled
vainly strie to lue her attention withfirms affod to any pospectie bride. product of man's benatent, ceatie
seasonal cake decorations @ad-y The pefeence that meantile fancy-eving little or nothing of their
round diet tips; wheas illustratedsociety shws for the married or theomposition to the pcepts of
spots periodicals openly mock.h@bout-to be-married is generafigtue. hdeed, these confectionar
The fashionable e-magazines, perfi@@egght to be a sign of healthy spegations bear so little affinity to the
fearing the cut dict, simplyefuse to ulatie inteest in futues as &l as in human female form as to warrant sus
acknavledge her existenceoviH is future customers (since the chilecpicions of dadaism, wishful thinking,
such a woman to be tempted to ogeflusty has been kmm to boom or (most likely) substance abuse on
the clasp of her purse@taps shéow and then in a most spectacuiag par of the designers.
does not @n cary a purse! dlpurse, manner). ldweer, it may also be due Howewer, the inferior quality of
no pocketbook-what if she does nigt,the feered flush of degeneratithe wokmanship is generally held to
as the mar horrid nbmors hae sug distribution disease, whiatguies a be indemnified yothe quantities pr
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it turns out that from the early days of the blotter, i've
been publishing work by students of jane filer. finally
somebody said “hey dummy, since you're always publish-
ing stuff by her students, why don’t you check out jane’s
stuff?” and you know, i always meant to, but i could never
get urls to work or i was never in the right place at the
right time. in a very lazy way, it almost became a quest
for a Sangreal of pretty, magical, insane art. then, just
before i left north carolina, i saw some paintings hanging
in the tyndall gallery that blew me away. i walked inside
and asked who they were by. the lady said,

“why, that's

jane filer!

And the paper copy
deesn't:have big red

has also been invited to show her work in
the american embassy to estonia...

type over the pages
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Subm it

The Blotter

Needs anWantsYour Contribution

So Give ltUp

We pefer e-mail submissions in all ca
and they go to
memaid@blotterrag.com

Poperpsu rmgsionswill ssizomed ng
in he utte, b it\awnee | to ge aw P
B x fi'st. Call 706.5t 3:3092 c urin.| &
Ness rnours 1oy neea special
consideration.

Send us:

Shornt prose (stories and
nonacademic essay),

Poetly,

Photojournalism/-essay

Journalism that goes lmnd or
beneath whatou might find
elssvhee,

Comix, and

Fine at that would eproduce wll
on this type of paper

Guidelines and dministrativia

Do not send original wiorof an
kind! Your submissions will n
be etumed

Lo-res images may be attachg
e-mail submissions, but no ot
attachments. d&te all text into t
e-mail bod)

We will not type anything foroy.
Handwritten stuff iseally no
considegd; we need an eleotrid
copy of all text, andoy hawe tg

supply it

An e-mail addyss oreply SASHS
required befoe we will respond

Try to send stuff that is some
resonant with whatevhae
already publishe

We strie to be aﬁolitical._ﬁ
that in mind

You keep all copyrights but a
us to print yur wok one time
There is no paymentey.

duced. An infinite ariety of shoddyin retail herself and kwea geat deal
fabric, coupled with a nawly about maintaining tidy clothing
medioce range of taste, generatasks. [@spite her brief experience in
positie mounds of commonpladee juniors depament, she had a
finery, freely supplied toetailers stronger eliance on her friend's judg
ewelywhee, upon whose gepnas ment than on henen-at least in such
counters thisast monotony of merworldly matters as this.
chandise is disp&y for the public's The lingerie deptament of
critical inspection and ajppal. Billier's prided itself on the elegance
It was in the ton of D-, in the of its offeringsl he saleslady in atten
county of Rifax, whee Ms. dance wasexssely offendedybthis
Charlotte Anna éhelope Rrling gratuitous comparison to a cut-rate
consulted the opinion of her goadaehouse located in thewest and

i
il 2 Ms=@It ingslega, rayngas ip mall in ten. Howe\er,
" e § a sdle focp&?F g@hessional (in ey sense
' e\ " tili this th ) and shwed none of her

Sm?” displeaser to a potential customer

"I think you cpuld do a lot bettethowever wde. This paticular cus
BUY feag pur rpt@in this tomer as she and ey other
aEb&igh gula h e merchant in tevn aleady kne, was
siecial. ‘el YtIs one of the walthiest women in adiv

up te™ou hav you choose to waststate aa-not that qu could tell §
your moneylf you do not mind hav the way she dssed. @ occasion, to
ing your soft tissues gougeqg be sue, Ms. Kingsley appedr in
peripatetic undarires, ly all means,public in an outfit calculated to strike
cary off your priz. For the ecod, stak teror into the heas of insur
my guess is that it is rked dovn 75 ance lawars, but in general she
percent for a damned goashson.” dressed in the most casual, sloppy
Anna hesitated theeplaced theway imaginable for a woman of her
item on the table whershe hadage and substance.
found it, after cafully estoring its  Though her walth was inherited,
criginal neat folds. dBboe she hadher family backgund was distinctly
inherited her faune fom a deceaseblue collar-a fact that she took-per
and much beiled aunt, she had beemrse satisfaction in and occasionally
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exploited in her rar personalmind, and a tongue to maitcket disespect. Bwewer, | grant yu that
encounters with theeW York finan despite all this, peoplemr seldomit creates a dain sot of equality:
cial in-cowd. She was #tish by really aggried ly what Ms. Kingsleyspeaking to all as if adgsing a horse
birth, but her childhood had beesaid, for they took it all as a enesr a bootby lovers the dignity of
spent in many diffent countries.nl effusion of wit, not as a serious-crédieryone concerned in a fetly bal
addition to her nates intelligencecism. h this egad she wasanced and imp@al mannef

and shewdness (a legacyrir both something of a Cassandra, for she"Oh, come nov Sam-would gu
her paents), she had been educatedld seldom sgaoutrage whershe really hag people go backwam

by that raest of pofessional teachersitended to afémt. time-starr addessing each other as
a superb Viss geerness, and, as a The lingerie saleswoman Mir. This and MsThat?What possi
consequence, had ackiea lesl of Billier's was one of thenfavho took ble purpose would such formality
university honors of which she wageption to Ms. Kingsley'ssédom seve?"

jUStIfIab|y poud Hfauleln Klonlngerof speech for she had been on the"lndeed | wouldtls not a going

WaBGALVIBENE fd - c in time, but a going fer
g ﬁ Ju iciol ety And it would see
Kin It gh speric e uch offe purposeny clearly-to

she hadet|red flom actl\e teachlng could, with the firm intention ofcheck the little habit men awf

S e had illingretailing Ms. K|n sle amongpatonizinly and infantilizing women.
Qﬁ“ 3ll”‘e Ve af (G
he Sittle =

ed many instances wher
and cezmonies-of human interac "l am by no means

dessed as idter' and the
sed wmhomen in the sameogip ae called
tion. our 48 American custom dBetty or ‘ane'. | suppose stripping

I ger their mfessional and
|ng |s the first meotovads
t of adjusting to many dlféert "It is not my Ame¥ican cust rlpplng them of their other personal

cultures had enfoed the practicaAnna eplied, smiling. effects.”

value of maintaining an ed¢ed "The American custom, then. "Sam, eally! D lower your

degee of formality in conductThey think it jolly; I think it uncivil.” voice. RRople a beginning to take

Unfortunately this same childhood "I am sue it is meant to foster aotice."

had also led in Ms. Kingsley a fineyarm-heded camaraderie, and to "l say nothing of which | am

caeless disgad for the niceties opromote the idea of equality amoaghamed. Let them eat cake-and choke

dress.tlwas an odd combination @l citizns." on it if they like. fl people will be so

personal traits, made all the endis "Whereas it actually fosters msadreadfully uncivil to me, the least | can

conceting by a sharpsatirical turn oflence and @motes personadio in eturn is to be piactly ude. t
fosters mutual understanding ara pr
motes equality

"Oh, Sam!"

"You needn't '@ Sam' me-it is as
true as a whe&/omen should insist
on being addssed pperly at all
times and folle up infractions with
the most die consequences:oN
addessThen no undess!"

"Please, &n!"

"Oh, ety well. You may take
comfot in hoping that this unattrac
tive trait is not peculiarly American,
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for | understand thatustralians ar gae frequent dinner paes, teas ankind as to fas her and MrKeith
equally arde. There yu hae it-if other types of socialeets, some (Mrs. Withlow's curent flame) ¥
England will exparher criminal ele times as public benefits, sometingesning to dinner? &P Well, then
ments to the colonies, she must private adantage. Anna was dutcould she attend later in therwng?
expect criminal negligence to be dul about attending the benefBhe could bring a date if she liked, it

tivated alwad." concets and $500-a-plate dinnersias a ety informal goup Oh, she
"The sun near sets on theiBsh but was beginning to shy awayrfrwas so glad! MiKeith would be
umpire?" the moe intimate affairs that Mradelighted to see her again, he had

"Precisely sb Anna's riposteWithlow often pessed her to attendcacely had a moment to talk with
made her friend laugh delightediyne uttermost mmise of these illMs. Darling the time she visited.
and turned off the rapid floof Ms. assded gatherings lay in a totdher neer seems to be time enough
Kingsleis dietting diatribe. absence of sound, intelligence, amdhae a eal, old-fashioned caw

. fury, signifying nodding. sation anymaey;, does thef
Ms, Balingsea00 a agaesni e pear is exigengyAnna ecollected
SEHESETDHORS B
i 20 el tiot a0 shy op mowRifig the necessity of attending
claw of non-pofit organizatiolmspeople. Be also had begun ®aliz yet another one of Mr§Vithlow's
Volunteers arhungrily sought ouybthat Mrs. With‘ow had ulterior drop-deadlier dull dedtissements

ewely breed of good-doiggeany tiyes gin ifvilivg&A so efr and &m had expissed a willingness
and unmarried wome b o her e at to rescue herdm the solemn festivi
i Yo ddies at a moment's notice.

trust funds &, naturall S arr
fered pey of all species. Msor €r friends and that Anna was "Just Bunbury it, Anna,” &m
Kingsleythough well able to defendeing seed up as an anmurs horshad said. "@ll them | desloped an
herself (being a soof hybrid of d'oeuve or actuallya lefteer, to the acute attack of Anatidae viridia and |
skunk and armed dragon) in thismen Mrs. Withlow's friends hadasked gu to come and soothe my
vast field of human endegvhad, declined to date. Anna was not atfalered bow."

through her association with Mmterested in dating aoge at this  "Very well. But what is Anatidae
Darling, been drawn in to assist ditee of her life. ®m junior high viridia?"

or two of the charities that Mschool all the way thugh college, "Green goose sywdne."

Darling held most de&&am was notshe had Med and beenved ly a Anna smiled with a less strained
so déclassé as to actuallppanol- young man who sufedt flom cystic expession and accepted Mrs.
unteer wdk, but she sat upon th&brosis. K died in the first semest@ithlow's invitation with a mer
Boads of the f@ associations sh& her senioregar in collegeh® had natural grace than she could other
deemed wdiny of her time. newer et been tempted to form anyise haw achiesd.

Anna's immediate sup&or (or serious attachment, though she hadShe called ong®n as soon as pos
‘coodinator’ as she dubbed hej)satbsually dated a number of men sisitde to enlist her aid.a®@ only
was a ell-turned-out woman of @hen. ansvered her phone at specific times
cetain age-the exact t@@nties of  After dodging a fair number aff the day and eek, and Anna
which she kept to hers@Mrs. Arielle these naturally abhent \acuums, wanted to be seirof her help
Withlow was a tall dbrcee with aupon the successipleas of minorill-  "Alas! Bit | must be in the public
strenuously maintained, elegantigalth, pevious engagemeng)e that ery eening. | am to int-
trim figure. Her featugs vere rather preparing to go out ofwm, and just- duce D. Brotersen at the kickoff of
handsome than ity and firmly too-tired, Anna's mket of egusesthe lectue series. I a farfar Boter
declaed her Boston ancgsthe waswas finally corned and Mrs.thing than | hag eer doneWill |
always cafully made up chicly Withlow was closing in for the kilhot shine witheflected glgf?Tra la!"
coiffed and wasely blonde indeed.The \ely next pay was to be tomor  Sam stuck a pose of mock mag
True to her type and her calling, siogv night. Would Ms. Darling be soniloquence. Anna's face fell.
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"But see her, Anna, don't woyr enough fom her ear to aid being "Glutinous gaieties! d&d heav
If I can't haul gu out of the line ofdeafened in the noble cause of civiktys! 8ch language.”
fire, at least | can go witbwyinto the "Oh! Dining with Ms. Kingsley! "That is nothing to what oy
den of iniquity Or is it a wrtex of Why, yes—of course! Iif2 would beshall hear whenewae in company
Dissipation? Oa rabbit hole? IGa most velcome to join us. | cannawith said MrsWhatlon."
Black Hble of CalcuLattehtb the expess my gratitude warmly enough. "Sam!You wouldn't!"
Jaws of pes! Bured the Bur | am so looking favad to seeingou "Wouldn't what?" &n's face was
Hundred!" and would be most happy to makecunning mask of innocence.

"Do stop gur eclectic ejaculatinlyls. Kingsley's acquaintancéeaBe  "You would not-you shall
and help me out h&lf Anna pleadeddo come % as soon ay cone not—be ude to MrsWithlow!"

laughing in spite of herself niently canThank yu.Very good of "It depends upon whably con
"Hee, hee! dn't fret, dear friend.you to call and let me kwg sider ude, | suppose.”
You shaII dlne with me and thee w "Sam, | hae to wok with this
, "Not evil, An na. woman thee times aaek."
w." Q Dreadful perhaps. But "I am fully cognizant of the
Swm hariot-is not evil." implications. You need not fear-
she not the one who looks like she tras much."

b en the V|ct|m of a hos ile This welcom s oe "Samial will hag to watch qu
t S e aci ﬂéﬁ:ﬁ t a mousehole.”
smc synsati deeply meditaévattt

ot been| nduced, andqu WI|| askw a bath.h8 wondexd if she tude, yu will cetainly be evaded

if | may join the &las had mlsead Mrs. |thIo s inter twice oer: Once in that gu ae likely
tra ps S h esty nuance of the situation
I|n | manewer our hostess into

S Klngsle)equestrlan esqeu't‘ ole tlme prowdlng a form of lely entamin
"She said | might bring a date." _ She expessed her mlsglvmgs @ment completely unpcedented in

"Yes, degangild gb P, dgenot v . imited experience of sociahd
to be classgd ey XE. gonl T @ @5 nd in thatop will neer be
gives peoplethe amg idea about mywha S. Wlt an e tobored for an instant.”
sexual orientation, it @i them a glodo—to drag pu to one of her paes. "Oh Sam! | am soyr now that |
rious handle for gossip not dissimi¥u said gu were not inteested in asked. | am sorfor eerything!”
to the handle that dhconformistsmeeting het "Tsk, AnnaYou worly too much.

are always in searof | hawe noted "Ah! But | made a mmise to | am not going to damagew pub
many similarities beden the twoyou, did | not? 'A moment's notice'lic or private elations with the good

religions."” said. | am inexably bound to fulfillwoman. | am mely planning to set a
"What two eligions?" the terms of my contract and withoabst on my company that she may
"The Gospel of @ssip anddemur If | must be a méyr on the not be willing to pay in futar”

Nonconformist #angelism." altar of tue friendshipl shall at least "You ae planning something evil
"Sam, yu ae totally absdr" hawe the consolation of kwing that | can tell.”

"True enough. @& | am alsomy noble character isepeved.” "Not evil, Anna. DPeadful per
punctilious. Call please." "No, &m.You need not comd. Ihaps. Bt not evil."

"Very well." was my folly and | will not dragwy

Mrs. Withlow's wice was of thanto the mess." G. Kay Bshopis quickly becom
carying sor that does notequie a "Too late, Ms. Anndhe engage ing a egular on our pag&¥ith any

handsfee set to be easijedhead. ment has adady been made. | allyck, Raleigh/Chapel i D urham
Sam listened with no little amuseow committed both toou and to wijll soon see some of hereftiulat
ment as Anna held theceier far Mrs. Whitlow's glutinous gaieties.” pyplications in printety soon.
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Para | sidor Smoking
Near Isis, whee she is seathing missing by M ichael
parts, L.
pieces of her husband's music, | hear fizzy Au stin
pop,

. . ) . Flick the switd
the kind which seltzers its way into you, for fire.
dissolves, never was ther She's all in purplg, Wood on my ips

N . to smoke

the oyal dye, and gleaming in moonlit silver

two homs crescenting fom a single stalk; pull it in.

. I L Hold it thee.

gueen of the night, marked with indelible inK Keep it down

= n® | know whee you will not find the last Close your eye
P Lift your chin.

ik | Let it gq,

| slow,
Gaze of Sphinx smoke olling,

sinuous

creeping,

po@m mi pats li
u d and o t'
a ular, m r

So you won't hear what this shy poet thinks
and see inside the whirlpools of his eyes,
the darkened eyes, what visions stidmain,

he left this winding eddy wherit lies:
reciting riddles, landscapes of a mind,
and all concentric paths they spin @und,

until they nevereach inside your hedr
The center could have held him, wert found,
the whole within the vdex, at its heath,

two ams, a shock of hajra face, its lips:

, downwadls,
linded aze of Sphirx"
alls.

without them may the world outside collapsqg.

gliding, thiough the air|

Tendrils grasp insidg
relax.

Wisps in my eyes
glaze,

Light it again.
Pull it bacK.

Lifts your bod
almost thee.

Full up again,.

No more pain,

Let it gd.

Refrain, over and ovs
Inhale

Hold.

Buzz

Exhale|

Erik Pohl says he used to get published all the time in lots andiffer
journals, but he quit for a while and then submitted tdnust Ihim in that;

why would he make it up?

Chris Faziercomes to oureBious Litergr Bvents at Bancls Bookshop
right often. He eads stuff that he cuts out of his notebook and then tape:

into the curent copy ofrhe Botter Thats hilarious.

Michael L. Aistinwas abouteady for autumn to come when he sent us

this poem. &or feller had gotten e of the heat.
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the odyssey of t hought
by C hr istopher F razier

Why does one person call up another
years later?
After the Dear Jane

and the Pom d Caumstance;
e so h and ij=gs,
-t - er C
e me adit t to g o).,

after experimentation was twiled*salmon

in a lemon djll sauce gnd marage -
S a ring fikaya Sy St
O e Se n fater till, ayE I
t dy Wwes fay8tte aken

and the mind was washed in tidalue;
after the mailman became thleatening

typesaver-the pa

call up another years later

(as if memoy were collecting his fee)

and ask fogiveness

for that moment at the lake, or outside the window
on a roof, or in the café hrised by shadows —
that moment

when life took in a beath and then collapsed
and emotion was likened to a priest

and a prison guad?

Will the apology be efused? Can it be?

Does the beath go with the voice

and love sink futher into the stomach?

Or does the odyssey of a million thoughts
between two lives

warm the emembrance and fill the lungs?

BRANCH
CHAPEL HIL
BOOKSHO

and

The Blotier

present

Our Latest

. Serious
L.Mterary Event

‘rigay, oct 29
7:00 p.m.
Chapel Hill, N

Every Month, join past an
nresentBlotter authors, aists
[0:i3, and special guestqe

Mike‘reaaings follw.

(Sign-up for open spaces, 5
time limit for open mike reag

Also & Branch’s in the near future

Oct. 9, 3:00 PMAlexander Bckburn
Meeting theéfesspOct. 14, 7:30 P
Hlizabeth Trinkaus—Conersations
Success. Oct. 21, 5:30 PMCourag
Night: Beast Cancer waenes
Fundraiser w/ @ading om Ceraly
Lucas Why | Wore lipstick to
Mastectoniilov. 18, 7:30 PMMichas
Leahy—When Mthing e MNtters
Michael @ldan's Last Comebadkov.
20, 3:00 PMdlas Huse-The Co:
Tattoo

branch’s chapel
hill booksh
243 s. elliott rd.
in village plaza
919.968.9110
www.branchsbookshop.co

no kidding, you smell really g
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