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“Perspectiv e”

Well, folks, hex is our Ehth Anniersay issue. d’like to say &
spectaculatbut that would not be keeping things in persgectiv
Sectacular has tan implications and an actual definition, and
issue is IMNSHO ety, very good, but not spectaculatt worit

replacequr shattexd love life, nor pickqu up and out wheroy fall
into a vell. k will not stat your car whenou inadertently drain the
battey by charging qur I-Fhone. 1 worit help yu fight off the
onset of malaria.t worit spontaneously burst into flame.will,

howe\er assist invercoming pur general malaise, andlifed into
a tube can block out ambient light sa gan see the stars at night.
It can een help put off early onsedukt Boedom. 1 may seem to
vibrate eerijyand if yu bury it deep deep deep in theleand leas
it for a long period of time, it will turn into coalotNjlossynot fifty
pages, not studded with celebrity photographs and thekedr
antics. ust our usual sixteen pulp pages, half of them full édor
the man sayg's good stuffjltd.

Ah, well, you might think. @ you might sgynow wait just a minutg
there, buster It is momentous and for a numbereafsons, and that
number is eight. ight years! Can | get an amditifz Botter is eight
years old!

Alright, at the risk of jinxing eything, les wrap our headsoand
this. Eght is a petty big deal. tfeight, ypu begin to question some
of your paents decisions, like why only twee@s for snack and not,
sayeight?You ae old enough toyrout for AL baseball or test for
your orange belt in Karate, batuystill dort want to bat fast-pitch
or get sockedylanyne. When | was eight | fell inve with Linda

H., the lifeguat at the pool, and jumped in during swimming lessons
fime.)

without permission and had to sit on the bench the whole
Eight is headstng confidence without authoritydght is attitude
without height, unning faster than dnmy can, and @ssing at th¢
light (but still holding hands.) ight is bedtime, but ifogire quiet
you can ead for a while with the light onight is the most kidoy
can invite to qur paty, the pefect number of hotdogs in a pack,
symbol for infinity tipped on its headh Hoops, eight iselite.”
Eight candles on a thday cake arenough to warm a kitchen when
the paver goes out because yere playing with the light switch apd
blev a fuse. ight is a homophoneWe lore homophones! And
frankly eight is almost ten, and ten is a cheajsstasn.

A4

the

We ecently finished putting our authoti&irdatabase on theelw
site. Thats eight gars of stories, poems, p&tuand essays; ei
years of confidence placed inysur talented contributor3hats
a lot of stuff toead, fom a magazine that wasarautended to b

pht

U
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more than a sit-den per issue.ust a little something-something
stuff in your back pocket whenyre heading to the coffee shémd
this momentous issue is somethiagewoud of — not spectacul
perhaps, but still thoughtful, solidly etaiging, and wdhy of some
of your time.

L2

For your edification, herae eight other eighiegr old institution
(and one to gwv on):

The Beatles.

Our webmastésTopsiders (say thatditimes, fast, why doyou).
Lenirs “isni in the Sviet Union.

My sentence ifelephon&@echnical @pot (also knwn as forewer’
in dog ears).

Lindsey Lohas caeey if you will ignoe the aymoon.

My last moustache (mahats the title of a NYimes bestseller ifee
| head one. Eel fee to poach).

Jack Keouads initial seah for a publisher

The beasr dam blocking the eam at the bottom of the hill.
How long | plagd the oboe. @y seen years, but so badly it seen
like eight.

S, from Marty and the @ng of kght, our geatest thanks toy all.

Garry - chief@blotterrag.com

5

We often use Bobco fonts, copyrighted
shaeware from the Chuch of the
Subgenius. Rbob We also use
Mary Jne Antique and otherel
war fonts fom Apostiophic Labs
and other fonts &ém other sowes.

Printed in the Geat $ate of
Georgia!l

a

The Blotter Magazinenic.
(again, a 501(c)3 nongfit) is an
ed education concern. uDprimaly

interest is the ftinering of ceatie
writing and fine as, with the maga
zine being a means to that ekide
publish in the first half of each
month and enjpa fee ciculation
throughout the @utheast and someg
other places, to&ibmissions ar
always elcome, ase@iad inquiries.

Qubscriptions aroffeed as a pmi
um for a donation of $25 or neor
Send check or moneydaer name

and addess tdhe Botter
Qubscriptions, 1010 &le &eet,

Durham, NC 27705. &ck issuesear,

also aailable, 5 for $5npuire .
same Y e-mail:
chief@blotterrag.com

S

CAUTION

Pushing the rather yucky-
tasting envelope of Jack
Armstrong the All-
American-boyism since
1983 or thereabouts.
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Wy 4 A liding. Eotic jujitsu. @ galaxies
It's Not Er otic a conwerging in the sauna of the
by J onatha n P attishal | (f ollowe ddiredly by universe.
tw 0 shor t poe m s of h is) -
The beach is a sauna, or feels like
Some assholes say thataier one giant seat gland on thea sauna.l® glistens in theven
women &xude sex. | doh ewver upper inside ofghrodites thigh. light of the sun, glad with an
say that. A girl wiseally sexy Her whole body is a gushinglloy of sweat and sunsmen.
who is sex, doéstexud&it ?? ? forth of its contents, an operPried sea-salt speckles her back,
she seats it.t's a body fluid that container mocking the pointlesdier ass, the back of her thighs. A
rolls off her chin, her collarboneness of brims.vEly movement, crystal necklace dken oer her
her beast, @eping dan and ewely turn of the head or the wigsleeping bogyor dessing on a
settling on the thirsty skin of hegling hips shakes loose a little 1§y dish. e feels my steen
nipple. t arcs its esidue eer her of her hidden selVhats tucked though her e3s a closed. Er
cunves like the cupping motionaway is suddenlyewealed, an eyes & closed en though her
that your hand so naturallyecho of the ancient apocalypselef)s & open. e feels the cen
assumes asuy feach to wipe it the misjudged @an. ®x inside tours of my libidinous thought.
away and fondle its casy the becomes desiroutside. Bsie My urgingsThe imminent col
worlds most pleasurable antops the channel to me antpse of myed giant under the
peaceful ekange of two s becomes crazmadness, singleweight of unfulfilled desis.The
for one stone.dademics, tenewr ness of purpose’sia funnel of stress of eflexie or intensir
track wankers in laoties, might her des# diected though me constuction lacking its necesgsar
“exud® things when they hav right back at hefhe isselfeflex and completing pnoun: myself
sex. Bt sexy women sat it, ive sexThe fantasy of kinky If | reach outand ass her inner
and its salty and et. I's not grammarians and linguists, -pethigh, or bush her inner lips,
emtica, but it is etic. spiring in beteen satin sheetswill | sae myselfill | myself
- Sicky fluids and salty fluidssae myself?
This girlissex. Be pours it like Sweaty bodies orbiting and -col

i
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MHURSITONIMOORERSONIC4BACHEIFOR
e AR CROMVANCET™
. Vlrtograph ;.:.Plzl..o.t.os.

sold this house
in two days.

ARPIRZA ) ORPERED

Great photos really matter
when you want to sell.

S0 when you really
want to sell,
call Virtograph.
SN, AS QUG A8 [ LOVE VOU (EEH 7O 919) WANT-SELL

DEND GUYS K SUISLASSES, il /STOP DRIIING ALL THAT i =y s
JGNPY OB /2, - g A E RS DE ! > -
[ MAWE A BATE WYITD; 2k AT FOR YOUR ]
APERFORMVICE www.virto
b . graph.com
ORVSTIMET AW 360° Virtual Tours * Still Photos + Websites

, \ - d] \tegroph

ame in virtual photography

Triangle Area, NC & beyond

www .blotterrag .com
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In the blazing pking lot outside
of the pier andestaurant she
binds me withapes and tells me
it'll be mae fun this waywant to
object. t's the middle of tourist
seasonF-U-N, she says.h&
tightens the knots, sag the
strain on my face, locks the-sub
ject away for later when ’'she
alone in her bedom. | cait
move and she likes it that way
She steps back and slips out of]
her bikini, tan lines mapping her
body in golden white lacekirs

of bronz, lace of white gold.
Pink nipples, unusually fhin

the heat. I$8s pouring buckets of

“Runawa y T ruc k Ra mp”
-John 3:12

One day

Qure as gure born,

A saving graceofn his hand

Will solidify this dormant miracle,
From mound of e#n to launch pad,

Propelling some luckyucker into eternity

sex nw, reeking of it. Mw shés
melting, liquefying befer my
vely ees. Her pue sex is all coa
lescing, condensing atlpag lot
dew point. Now shé& a wet pud

dle on the grund at my feet.\B
the time someone comes and
unwraps me, skaleady eapo
rated, a cloud of steam dissipat
ing in the late morning heat.

A

“If t he Hindenb ur g H ad
Explode d A topt he Eiffel
Tower...”

The rigid dirigiblegefickt
by the ion prick of Rris.

What grand historicalony
If somevhat sadistic sodomy

this Fanco-PRussianeach arund.

20% off

Your first haircut
At T neEw s38an
i soekerhod stpsls

ALTERED

image
Hair Desianers
AppaaTimems: M53-286-104
Pl Froakan Slymat, Nuitean, W ST

wwAtcdnsgeiunancon el LOCATIONE

RON COOPER

reads from his novel

“PURPLE JESUS”

Sunday June 26, 3 pm
at

wELYLE AL
BOOKS

i
3y
o
W, RS

PURPLE JESUS

INDEPENDENT BOOKSELILERS
752 MLK Jr Blvd Chapel Hill, NC 27514

919.942.7373 | www.flyleafbooks.com

Presented by The Blotier Magazine and Flgleal Books
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“‘Fever”
by J eremy M onr oe

Beneath the light bulb

Hanging just alve adult

Head height in the center of the kitchen,
The white, parelain-topped

Kitchen table with the drawin one side.

Upon the table, a too-small, white, batieto

Joread upon the white pmiain-topped kitchen table.
And upon the white bathvel

The white naked body of aybeo small

The tonvel contained him completely

Surrounding the table,

Mom,

Aunt Grace, his step-mom,

Uncle Bobhis dad,

And in my shade mind, perhaps wishfylly
My father

Whele were the other fey
Of us, the other childn? Whee were the chairs?
There must haabeen chairs.

Even, hushedoices echo

In the had, hollav room.

A thermometer is turned
Between thumb and index finger

=1

Mon thru Sat 1lam-10pm - (losed Sunday 933.8226
T11 W Rosemary St. Carrboro  www.carrburritos.com
www .blotterrag .com
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And yields meury’s message.

The black telephone in the dinirmgpm,
| know it is thee, unused.

Ice fom somehee.

Cold water drips and puddles under the table,
Black water puddles undeown-up shoes.
Cool, damp white cloth on his étvead,

Turned once when warmed, then rinsed,
Cooled andeplaced. ce packs on his body

| sit in a corner next to the ic&bo

Back to the wall, knees up to my chest,
Arms lock knees in place.

| cart be seen in the quiet shadwoeneath
The black back windo

Cool, gritty foot-worn linoleum
Beneath my barfeet.

Life and death befmme,
Love against evil.
Black and white.

Sallawn, quiet beaths, out of the way
Watching, waiting, wishing they fought for me.

3 .

452 1/2 WESY FRANKLIN, CHAPEL HILL - 968-9308
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Peter H ealy -
Enniskile n: Co. F ermanag h: UK

www .wi X.comimakingmarksivw
w wi xcomm akingmarkshome

or

htt p:// 73scribbl es.blogspot.com
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“Ben efits”

This guy | used to kmohad a
friends-with-benefits arrangement.

Theyd meet ey Wednesday at the
Radisson Copley

dine in the estaurant

on filet mignon with garlic mustiasauce,
and a cabernet

befoe going upstairs.

To hear him tell it,qud think
he was
James Bond,

vely proud of himself

But he was living begd his means:
the mom was $325 a night and
the meal was another $150.

He mentioned that he was

considering

ending it,

that he couldhaffod it any longer

so | suggested that he scale it back instead of
wining and dining at a

posh hotel.

He wouldft hear of it.

“But youd be giving up MARPHON sex if you ended it!” | told him.

“...and a world-class Cabernet if | scaled it back!”

I’'m a beer man, mysedb | couldihrelate.

| guess & just what one gets
used to
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“R ecess”

Fourth grade duringecess, | chasedliBda Enory
amound the playgund

until one day | caught her

by the arm,

tightened my grip as she tried to pull away and
my fingernails dug into her and
drew blood,

at which v were both surprised.h8& staed
crying and ran for the teacher while |
pleaded with her not.to

That afternoon, beferangne could get on

with their lessons, the teacher made me

stand at

the fiont of the class and offer a public

apology to Blinda, amidst gigglestir classmates as |
choked back sobs.

Then the teacher made rapeat the apology
because she said that it Wwésuid enough
to be hea.

Apologies havalways been difficult after that.

| stated biting my fingernails again faliog
the incident,

and | still bite my fingernails neor

often than not.

DRAGIN
e UP IN THAT
i e TREE?
) BT YOU CRAZY,
THAT NUT? MAN! YOU
CRAZY!
A

HEY, GEORGE.
a2 IT'S PRETTY
COOL THART

YOU CAN UN-
DERSTAND
ANIMALS.

by Michael Cole

YEAH, NOT
SO MUCH.
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“The Space Between”

by C. J oell e Groshek
| am
between
two places.
No place is mine, my home.

| am the synapse,

The gap
between
two front teeth,
The cleaage
between
your breasts,
The ocean
between
two continents
The silence
between
two languages.

| am theZERO in the quotient.

| inhabit no place.
| am the absence of place.
But, | am not
NOTHING. To the contrag—| amEVER/THING.

editar'shproof-cam

COpyYPIEIng . adlting

Copy writing
Lditing
Ghost writing

Research

Proofreading

: Editor’s Proof
?g)éwéi . T c€ e www.editorsproof.com

e-mail: charter@editorsproof.com

www .blotterrag .com
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| create thought. | keep hisar
Beating with the electric
Sgnals sent

through me. | g&your smile

distinction. | emplpVictorias

Secet models, thousands of

fashion designers, and huetdr

more at Binana Bpublic, Gp and J. @Gw.

| entice men and women alike.

| sustain teams _
of species when continents

cannot. | gig you unspeakable
beauty daily when |
stretch

my fingers upon the sleor

| move you—

To speak in ways neodear

than wods
alone.
| can transform 1 into 1,000,000.

This space,

This non-place is mine, my home.

Places caoumscribe me

But cannot define

Here, in my home.

me

1SXLIV W

XLEX WLS[W ]§Y G

Word by Word

editorial services

SHARON KEBSCHULL BARRETT
AUTHOR, DESSERTS FROM AN HERB GARDEN
AND MORNING GLORIES (ST.MARTIN’S PRESS)

SKBEDIT (@ SHARONKBARRETT. COM

HTTP://S HARONKBARRETT.COM

Thorough copy editing,
reasonable rates
for authors, helping you get it just
right before you contact
agents or publishers
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The Dream Journal
real dreams, real weird

Please sed excerpts from your own dr eam journals.. If nothing else, wd'love to read them We
won't publish your wh ole name.

mermaid@bldterr ag.om

Three diffeent places:

I’'m sitting in an oldankee @adium-upper deck-wieblocked ¥ a pillar bad seat in a classr of grad-
school literat@r, studying some author of the fifties whose name escapes me besidiudanketthe ead
ing. | hae the book in &mt of me — title all initials in that way that tregenso smado to make the wior
ing at it as hdras & can feel less sily callous-mates letaken notes, knowhats the haps and with
out meaning to, one of them makes me out to be a misplaced idiog-bhidling me the pages torn put
of her copy of the book, because her naemahem. “G make a copgyshe says.

In the copy@om, thee is a line, of course.n®man isunning illegal copies of a piece of sheet music.

One is stitching up the waistband of liagers, and he turns to explaiw hw do such a fix withoutesr
ating a n& stess-point. “@e doestwant to put all of the@ight of ons belly on a single piece oé#d,”
he says.

Now I'm out in the woods, daytime, springtime (I can tell because ¢éseledive gund ae quieter ang
the daylighteaches all the way to theumid in moe places — wheethee ae deciduous they leawnot
spouted their /& canopy of shade.) Lookingvdd see an odd sight — an antlemfa buck, sen points
visible and one point nibbled off the sharp teeth of micere@tues staed ly wintets lack of minerals
will eat anything that has the salt or calcium and the minute that thedppeddhis wphy it becamsg
food. | want to pick it up and saw, but for what purpose? | will @else that hungr

G. O. - cyberspace

NOAH'S ARK

CREATIVE
Kennel & Cattery METALSMITHS
.' Cp ’C:“ Klm Maitland
(A: 117EFrankiinSt#3 & Chapel IR, NC 27514-3307 ‘{ﬂ 117 E. Franklin St., Chapel Hill
(919) 932-7322 919-967-2037
o O www.creativemetalsmiths.com
. Q“» WWWnOahsarkkennelcom A Weekdays 11 -6 * Saturdays 10 - 5 = Sundays 12 - §
Best In Show by Phil Juliano

I'VE DONE

IT) I'VE STARTED SAY, THAT'S
MY VERY gwm PRETTY COOL, ISN'T

OOK cLug! ! IT, SPENCEZ?

Yup! IT'S THE
FIRST THURSDAY
OF THE MONTH!

SEE YA THERE!

FIRST RULE OF
BOOK CLUB..THERE IS
NO BOOK CLUB.
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CONTRIBUTORS

Our friend Jonathan Pattishall is an insufferable absolutist with an insatiable desire to contradict preten-
sion pretentiously. He enjoys appropriating bible verses into basketball contexts, quoting Milton's satan to
increase arousal, and general sin, temptation, and wrath. He longs to return to his birthplace and heart
home, New Jersey, and he thinks sea turtles should be used to solve world hunger. And the energy crisis.

Jeremy Monroe was born in Chicago in 1939 and lived there through high school. Twice married and
twice divorced, he is the father of a son in Chicago, IL and a daughter in Raleigh, NC. He holds a BA from
Linfield College, McMinnville, OR (1993) and a JD from the University of North Dakota (1996). He is a
former banker, attorney, highschool janitor, and credit union clerk, in that order. He says reading and writ-
ing has always, for 20 or 30 years anyway, been his true vocation. Poetry became his first love when, as
a janitor, he rode herd over high school kids during lunch periods at a Raleigh high school. He read them
poetry to calm things down - and it worked! He says he was only called to the principal's office once over
his choice of poetry. "Fever" comes from a childhood memory.

He retired in 2010 and lives near Ajijic, Mexico in the Lake Chapala area (about an hour's drive from
Guadalajara) where he works on his writing and participates in an active and supportive writers group. His
fiction has been published in El Ojo Del Lago, an English language monthly in the Lake Chapala and
Puerto Vallarta areas.

Peter Healy was born in Rural Fermanagh , Northern Ireland in 1973. His international background; born
in Ireland, degree in illustration from recognized UK university, and a living ,working experience in
Amsterdam has exposed him to multiple cultures It has diversified his style as an artist and his perspec-
tive on life and society as a person He has a diverse skill set and manages to express many types art
through multiple styles and media. Peter is an idealist, and a professional and has the ability to find a fine
balance between art expression as an artist, and as an art professional. In his childrens book illustrations
he manages to bring individual, personality to each character with bright colors and thoughtful expres-
sions.

Erik Tate of Burlington, NC writes, ““I'm a huge fan of Allen Ginsberg and the Beat Generation poets and
writers. | enjoy abstract photography. I'm serving notice to the literary world that I'm currently trying to find
a publisher for my book of poetry." Don't leave him hanging, folks.

C. Joelle Groshek is a wandering soul, flitting from one place that strikes her fancy to the next. Heralding
from rural central Wisconsin, where the land is flat, the rivers deep and cool, and the forests lush, she
spent roughly a year living in Eastern Europe. From her bases in Poland and Hungary, she also traveled
to ten other countries, dodged riots in Athens, cursed Icelandic volcano Eyjafjallajokull while stranded in
Rome, volunteered on an organic farm in the foothills of the Bavarian Alps, and taught English in frosty
Northern Poland. Now, her lust for life has lead her to a small organic, biodynamic farm in Pittsboro, North
Carolina. There, she weeds, plants, and foliar-feeds vegetables and flowers by day and clackety-clacks
on her keyboard by night. Also, she firmly believes that a handful of chocolate chips and walnuts are a
perfectly good substitute for a bona fide chocolate bar.

Chris Fox cracks me the heck up. And that's saying something.
Phil Juliano and Michael Cole used to be the one-two combination for the St. Louis Cardinals, followed

by this guy who couldn’t get the ball over the plate. A lot like Spahn-and-Sain-and-pray-for-rain. It was
“Phil and Cole then save-your-soul.” You know, or something like that.

Final Tidbits: | dunno, ifs just not the kind of spring | was expectingiy@eés all devn and messingaamd with their
taxes and not spending any time smelling theoWell, then, thas enough of that oy hae to go outside and take a snack an
sippy-drink and go see what the sunshine is déiyau need something good ¢éad - and who doésngo get a copy obR Coopes
“Purple &sus.”Funny?Ha\we | eer lied to pu? He's coming to ChapelilHin June - to lyleaf to do agading and | expect to sea geryone
there with clean shg and smiling face8ve\e been selling books and paintings and prints for oueléesteTred for a couple of months but}l
still haerit seen gur pie-oder Lots of fine peopleahelping with the pfect and w want pu to do pur pat. Talk it up think about whogu
like giving gifts to, and go oweo to paintbushfoest.com or pencilpointmountain.com and dihile youre mulling that eer, consider a
donation toThe Blotter (wwwblotterrag.com) asyr good deed for thear! And visitour local independent bookstothey has hot
cocoa! | ddnwant to hear any oby saying, ‘i boed.” ot it? God!

page 15



_’—ﬂfﬂUHEHEDnD $ SPIRALFIRE * E;EMFEH

(il

SATURDRY rI'IFl'_-I 21 ¥ 10 FM
THE CRUE ¥ 452.5 LW. FRANKLIN 5T.

¥ CHRPEL HILL * 55
WWW.CAUVERNTRUERN.COM
WWW.ELDTTERRAG.COM

BN EBENEFIT FOE "THE ELATTERD .
MAGRZINE TR T e




