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| dorit cae ifTexas €te has an expiration daten-rieer thiowing out some
thing so hot that it obously and indiscriminately kills germs antes.

| dont cae hov big cockwaches ar | knav | can smash them with
Birkenstock flip-flop

| dorit cae whds in the car with meni’ going to comment disparagin
about other driers - is just good anger management.

| dont cae if eeryone else has one) hot getting a&ebook account. | ma
howe\er, someday get a Worg cell phone.

And just for theacod, | dort cae who does it, buni’ not texting in the ca
ewen fom the passenger side. Carsaarlistening to the radio, or talking,
looking at license platesr é@@mmenting about other dgre.

| dont cae hav badly they do in wars, theelrch gas us [2scdes, Rsteur
and Qurie, and the lmthers Mvntgolfier and that makes them alright in
book.

And speaking of books, | like them better thaemssrof any kind. | dor
cae; | like turning pages. | like licking my finger to turn a page. | like t
of good paper

| dont cae if its goss, if a fris only on the floor for the secondsin’eat
ing it.

| dorit cae what two out of tkee dentists say — duwybush a eally long time
with a back and ftr motion, it must desomegood.

| dorit cae hav bushy my @piows get, so ifopy want them neat, trim them

yourself

| donit cae if its cold, if the pool is oper'®w going swimming.

| dorit cae hav old | am, Ih going to eat peanut butter until the day |
In fact, Im going to hay a peanut butter sandwich on the day | dfe.
Wonder bead andVelcls grape, thanloy very much.

And | dort cae who knws it, but | still like coloring with cays. Dnt like
it? (0 text someone, gaovnup

| dorit cae if its silly and thes nothing thex to be afraid of still whistle in
the dak.

| donit cae what kind of animal it is, iby name it, it a pet.

And | dort cae -
says something.

if a pet diespy bury it and hag a funeral, and someog

| dorit cae if Ive seen them tlyr times befa; if atacusor The Rstrears
of Qur Livescome on, &'e settling in for a watch, and'rergonna grat the
end.
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| dorit cae if the fat lady hassung et, the gan® oer if we hear thundef
Same with the pool. B if we'te at the beachgewcan sit on the deck for @ fe
more minutes.

| dorit cae hav cold it gets; &re not turning the heat on untiladHoveen!We
can, have\er, wear swatshits.

And | dort cae if its foul, if | find a seat-shiron the floorI’'m going to gie
it a sniff befar | decide if & laundy.

And | dort cae what the sptawriters sayf the umpie calls it out, Feeout.
Ewen if hés olviously safe. t'd not about being right,sitabout the pfact
impeffection of the game.

And | dort cake if the baseball season goes on menhber| love it.

| dorit cae what the doctoecommends,’stjust an allergy anchlhot taking
anything for it.

| dorit cae who says othveise; is spelled ketchupgAnd while w'e at it, bag
ketchup is better than no ketchup at all.

| dorit cae about the traffic, | like it when the kids come back to colleg

VU

| donit cae - if NASCAR is a sgpthen Ing-pong is a sporAnd that strang
thing with the stones andooms on ice. And eating contests.

D

| dont cae hav old | get; h going to war Chucks.

| dorit cae if theye had as ocks, wll keep those marshmalb for hot
chocolate.

| dorit cae if the prie is a billion dollars, | woplay the lotter and each time
| think that thought, | put a dollar in my winnings jar

| dont cae what anyne says, thely pobably a bear in the woods.

| dont cae hav shot a driwe it is, Im going to pee betone go Who knaws,
we might get caught shan traffic.

Garry - chief@blotterrag.com
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The Blotter Magazinenic.
(again, a 501(c)3 nongfit) is an
education concern. uDprimaly
interest is the ftinering of ceatie

writing and fine as, with the maga
zine being a means to that ekide
publish in the first half of each
month and enjpa fee ciculation

throughout the @utheast and someg
other places, to&ibmissions ar

always elcome, ase@iad inquiries.
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CAUTION

Just sitting here trying to
hang on to the last sweet
sip of summer.
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“Ri ng”
by R oss J. Pudal off

Tyrone was in a hysrbut he was stuck worked 3 to 11, including cleanup afteg

behind Hida, who was shuffling up tothe stoe closed. &iliked that and did

the timecat machine. Id touched the nt mind mopping the floors after

new ring in his left eypbiow while he almost estyone else had left oexpt
watched her fumble with thedaHe

had to stop himselfdim picking at the er, sometimes em Harwld himself

scab The timecat slipped out of busy toting upeceipts and balancingn

Hildas fingers and he saw her loadthe egisters.This week, though, &y
down, her mouth opening but herhad told him to come in days sihg®
body emaining still. 1 ducked was going up ntr to hunt.

down, grabbed the chand sheed it When Gary saw him, he j
back into her hand. h& finally got it “Theres cannedeg oer thee;
into the machine and then, after fumout, do the sheds, and estock.”

bling some mey;, back into the slot. AsTyrone goaned. & had to put each
soon as she took the first half step,awegton on the oller, stack them 4 high,
he grabbed his car punched it, and then pull that mother out tier
slipped it into the space under hiever that linoleum with all those
name, and &nt out back to see whatumps in it. Then he had to stamp
each one with the price, using the g
to do that and to attach the stickers

Gary had for him.

Tyrone had wdeed at Haolds IGA
Food and Rarmacy (“®od Rices for
Good Feoplé) since he dpped out of
Lakeside in his seniaray well senior
by count but only a sophoneoror
maybe a juniorybciedits. Gually he

the top of the candlNorse, he couldn
just shee the cans on the sleshafter
pricing them, though he ditikknow

couldrt possibly tell or carwhether
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INDEPENDENT BOOKSELLERS
752 MLK Jr Blvd | Chapel Hill, NC 27514
919.942.7373 | www.flyleafbooks.com
New, Used & Kids Books

www .blotterrag .com

maybe the manager or assistant man

why not since people who ate that cr

the stuff was expil. st about eary-
thing Hamld sold was cram Tyrones
considexd opinion, fom the faded
flowers at thelbral Resta g the font
door to the gristly steaks and water-
lled chicken in the meat dejpaent,
ka The Ade Bitcher &oppe.” The
place was for losers who dragged-them
seles awsund behind shopping tsr
gé]ose wheelsewt eerg which way

t straight. Hd quit, but his mora
ew boyfriend, ared, not so ne actu
ally since h#& been living ther 5
months, had convinced her to take a
strict line. ®ice Hawlds paid better

ust saidthan Mckey Ds, he was stuck. e H
take it actually had to pagnmt and they had

told him if he sawed up out he went.
Fuck 'em.

By the time he got theeg stacked and
out on the flogrthe stoe was filling
up, mostly women, mostly with those
silly leathestte zipperd bags in which

per Theyd go davn the aisle, stop
ok at the cans, open the bagtle
through, pobably come up with some
coupon that had expil befog Tyrone
s born, all the time blocking other

‘igaey kept coupons clippedrir the

éé}?stomers, not thayrone paticularly

caed, but sawing with him, which
only got Gy saying, “LooKJyrone,
you gotta pick it upman . . .” in that
voice he put on,our friend who tells
you hawv much it huts him when he
throws yu out on wur can.
Sometimes heé go on, saying, ‘&Y
Tyrone, this is a ptty good place.vé
done all right.You could too, man, but
you gotta shw the bossoy cae.”
Yeah, right. Aleast, out her he was
practically invisible to the customers
and Gy neer came out dnt. He
just sat in his rinkdink office with the
pictures of his wife (she was» tnd
his kid (seriously ugli)oept when he
went out on the dock for a smoke or
when a tuck had to be unloaded.

20% off

Your first haircut
at the new saan
Y Eriotlod Sty
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== &%  DOORS NOW OPEN AT 2:30 PM
#§?% OPENER BOUT AT 3 PM. HEADLINER BOUT AT 5 PM.
A\ x X DORTON ARENA, NC FAIRGROUNDS, RALEIGH
'ka ‘,‘ : " ‘ %

SR SATURDAY,
~SEPTEMBER 3

TAI CHI-TAHS vs. ATLANTA RUMBLE B'S
CAROLINA ALL-STARS vs. ATLANTA ALL-STARS

UpTo

|

|

| $10FF each adult or child ticket, up to four (4) tickets.

| 2. Bring this Coupon to the Box Office for $4 OFF one (1) adult, or $2 OFF one (1) child ticket
|

|

o F F 2 Ways to Save!
1. Redeem Online by entering |2011BLOT |in the promo code box at CarolinaRollergirls.com.

ROLLER DERBY TICKETS on game day.

No substitutions or rain checks. Cannot be combined with other promotional offers. Limit one coupon per person. No cash value. No copies accepted. Expires 11/19/11.
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S Tyrone couched in the aisle, gotin a ¥. All Sandwiches $5.99 or piercing, hanging on to his shoulders
bumped B the passing ¢ay and LESS.”This was ng pat of Harolds from behind and bracing him as he
hauled out the first couple aims of attempt to fight off th&val-Mart out looked in the mior to make ser he
cans since thaile was, always maken the highway and the Costco on thegut it in right. Then she got a cotton
sue that the ones going to egdirst River Fbad. Hlda totteed up—@d ball to pess against the blood until it
are in font. But that didrt woik, she was old, why washe like in some stopped. tlgot her hot.

‘cause some of the ladies checked bmne?—and saidWell, hav can | Ther was someone next to him, also
dates, shed the older ones to the backelp yu, young man?” Christ, he hadwaiting for Hida, who was notrying
and eached for the ones with théeen wdding thee for almost aear to saw though the shrinkwrapamd
longest to go You wer alwaysear and she still didrknow him. “Gmme the ham so she could take it to the
ranging the damn she$; always doinga ham and cheese on white, eyeplo slicer “Poor dearit’'s so sad she has to
the same thing and it mevooked any discount.” 8e peeard at him, but must work at this time of life. Tyrone knev
diffeent. Bery daythe same thing. hawe finally seen his name tag and juistat wice and that tone; suenough,
By lunch time,Tyrone had done the nodded, wnt 10oting aound in the it was Mrs. Campbell, the counselor at
vegs, bought in strawberriesom counter for the ham which was righthe high school and dotor of the
California, lettuce dm Mexico, beans there in fiont of Tyrone. Not the good choir at the chah Tyronés mom nav
from who knws wheg, and got soakedstuff of course, but the discount brandvent ta e turned to look at him
by the misters which kept theguce (“ONLY $4.99 a éund thisWEEK directly “Well, Tyrone. t's such a nice
looking good. @neone had dpped a ONLY"), which wpu could tell fom the surprise to se®y. Thats right, yu

jar of vinegar which he had to clean upther because it was bubble gum pinkork hee dort you, eer sincequ left
The smell had made higgywaterHe and ooed some whitish liquid whenschool. Hw hae you been? | seewy
hadrt brought a coat and one look-outyou cut into it. And then thedl be the mother and sister of course, but not
side convinced him that going out fosame sean for the cheesdyrone you so often.Wet really be pleased if
lunch washsuch a good idea. Atsorrocked back and tbr Now hed just you could come to chelr one of these
of rain/snav thing was going on andhae to wait until Hida finished. tlall Sundays. | think qud really enjp
ewen Gay had abandoned the docksucked. yourself and | kne your mother
saying, “Bee-it, man, it stinks out He touched the mering, emembering would be delighted ifoy came with
there.” 9 Tyrone vent to the deli Satuday when g done it after he and her We hae many gung people,ou
whee the sign adwised “Fesh Kelly had watched that diwf what know, so many in fact thatelke think
Delicious &ndwiches on theoR or Kelly called anime.t just looked like ing of staing some ne activities, qu
Bread ofYour Choice Mde Ust for U catoons toTyrone. kelly had liked the know, maybe beling, or basketball, or
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dancing, something for them to."do really waked. &e had ean blavn off living mom with the tube blaring away
As she spoke, she leane@itbhim, so her geek friend, Cara, to talk witiMaybe hd go to the mall. El took
close he could hear the hissing it stafyrone. They vent off to the Cineplex out his cell to call «li. He rally
ing, $indays and something, so clogkwn at the other end, s&@¢eans 13 wanted an IRone, but he just had this
he could watch heredyows go up and or maybel2 (who caed) and when cheap piece of junk he bought at
down, so close he could see the bliigrone put his arm aund her she Walmat. You had to buy minutes for
eyeshade. He ached back as sheturned her face upv@d his and they it by paying for a cdirand then calling
adanced and found himself looking atissed. tlhad beeneally hot and he in with the seet number and it just
the thick bown hair aound her face. was tying to slide his hand under hedidnt look cool at all. &li had an
He staed, amazd at hov unmaing it  sweater in no time. h® had stopped IPhone, of course, but then shediv
was een as her face jumped andim, but he felt that was only because the hill and was going to college

twitched. 1 was like a helmet. they ver out in public. i a caryeah, next yar He called, but she didn
Wasrt she supposed to be at kffor that would be something. ansver: ‘This is Kelli. I'm just having
“Oh, hi, Mrs. Campbell. | didnsee Mrs. Campbell had sted talking too much fun. Leava message.”

ya. Im just getting my lunch.” ¢ again or maybe she hadshut up Damn.
glanced twad Hilda, ¢mon, dammit, “Yes,Tyrone, ve had an in-séce fom He got in the écus and headed to the

I only got a half hour her an educational pdyologist om the mall. Maybe hd see somebody taer
“Yes, lunch of courseWhat about state college just lastek. H was But it was petty empty when he got
those?” I8 pointed at his elgiow. talking about ha self-mutilation in there so he stoodamd the fountain

“What?” although he kweand would the yung indicates a lack of self estedor a while until some jerent a cop
hawe knavn without the pointing, that and hav to recognie and deal with came up and told him to m®along.
she was talking about the rings in hieose poblems. And he said thatev This was priate popety, he said, and
nose and epows. They had been appaently minor things, like earringsnot the tavn squag. Tyrone wanted to
strictly forbidden at schoolpwy got on men, & often the first stepwaid pop him one.

suspended for havingeewne, and the self-destrction and eally a or for He dowe davn to theWalmat, maybe
first thingTyrone had done afteragr help We must do something becaudeed look for some jeans oerva win
ping out had gone toirsis Body you ae the futue.” These last wds ter coat. tlwas bright in ther busier
Shoppe to hay a gold one done in hissaid with finality and foe. than Hamlds eer was. & the hum of
nose. fBa had checked his id to mak# just like them, Mrs. Campbell.id¢ the lights and theoices of mothers
sue he was old enough to get it dorte see gqu.” Hilda had finallygached yelling at childen dovwe him back out
without paental consent.t had hut the counter and put the sandwich omto the cold. té fiddled with the
like blaes, but he hadJed walking top. He gae her a fi@, then waited for radio, finally got some hiphop and
through the mall like that, no longehis 38 cents change, which tookyor cranked it.

some dippy high school kid.eHhad er Hnally he was é&e and he split for There was nehee to go but home
hung out ly the big fountain near thethe back.What a ceep she was.h&s which was as noisy asreHis mom
GAP; yu could see dm to ®ars and was always talking aboutwhompor  said they had deed pizza for dinner
Pennels flom thee and estyone tant it was to build gur self-esteem, and thee was still a slice on the kitchen
walked b sooner or laterKelli had whateer that was and sometimes heldble. 1 was sitting in the o poba
come along and asked about the rintipese meetings when she asked \bly gowing some germs. aNirally it
Most people didnthough they stad, how you saw gurself in 10gars. Like had mushwoms, whichlyrone hated.
but she had come right out and askde eer thought about that. He ate some Captairrudch instead
when hiel done it, if it hut, what his The weather was still shitty when hiand vent to his oom. He didrt hawe
mom had said, if he was going to dehift ended andyrone stood on the an IRd eitherbut he did hava steo
more, did he kne anyne who had a loading dock wondering wikehe and headphones. ayibe if he got a
stud in their tongueolunteering that ought to go He didrt want to go computer he could do things.e Had
she wanted one for her @labut that home; Mom and dred got home about sot of liked the “htroduction to
her mom would kill herThe ring had now and they just camped out in th&€omputing class. ¥erything was ng

‘Alternative )

Wine Shop
~~~—V ——_

www.WineAuthorities.com

Wwines
‘aﬁ - | INowwnes
o Vo Y ever 50
Mon thru Sat 1lam-10pm - (losed Sunday 933.8226 919.489.2884
111 W Rosemary St. Carrboro  www.carrburritos.com \ Durham, NC )

www .blotterrag .com
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and shiny andog could surthe net Kelli did call him back later althoughpretty good. lé climbed up on a chair
when Mr Garner wadrlooking. Yeah, Tyrone, with his earphones on, didnsmiled at earyone, and said, ‘&Y
maybe Hhe ask for a computer forhear the phone. Chrissie just bargedguys, ha we doing? Hétty good, th&
Christmas.Thatd be way cool. the om with the pdable and right. And ve're going to do ew bet

He called Klli, but got her aicemail mouthed “kelli.” It was akady after 9, ter for all the good people who shop
again. Be pobably was out havingso thee was no chance that he couldere and all the good people wholwor
fun. Her paents didit like him and see Klli. $e told him she had been ahere.” Here he paused and looked
didnt want her to go out with him. the SA prep class her pats had amund, smiling, his too white teeth
Ewely time he wnt to pick her upher signed her up for“lt was so boring. shooting out death rayse ldontinued,
father glazd and her mother looked afThey make me turn off the phone antlveah, all right. We're going to cele
him like he was some piece of shit ave just do all these practice exaniwate Halloveen and gesour clients an
the sidevalk that she had to walkTonight it was @cab You should see ewen better time, mereason to come
aound. kelli had told him they didn the wods, like no one ew talks like and shop at Biolds. Halloveen is a
matter But this anime stuff bothext that.” week fom today and stémg tomor
him and she talked about all this stufiyrone gunted a couple of times dur row, ewryone will be in costume.
like “Second Life.” & didrt really ing all this. Klli didrit seem to need Which | am poviding, of course. Each
know what that was, butgtended he him to say much, but she sounded didepatment will be allocated costumes
did. $ed go on and on aboutatars appointed when he didfaugh at the which will be distributed on the basis
or whategr $he was still hot for him words fom the pep—placebogecon of seniority There will good fun for all
all right but befa and after they madedite, imbricate, fallacious. o ¥elli the good people.With that, he gav
out was getting worse and worsiughed and said she had to go 'catisem one ma shot of the rays, veav
Maybe he should go back to school; stte could hear her mom coming up tais hand, jumped @m off the chair
least that way ldeget to use some comnag her about finishing howmk. and staed for the door

puters. Right, & hae to go to “Hey Ty, give me a ring tomaw, Tyrone had a bad feeling.e lvas the
Alternatie for his GED since he waskay?” K lay on his bed with thejunior guy in Rceiving andt&cking.
19. Bewbody kner that place was forphone in his hand, clicking the talkHed probably end up as some geek.
losers. Mrs. Campbell was alwapsitton and listening to the dial toneBut when he askedagy, Gary said he
going on and on about Wothe sty until his mom came in looking for it. hadrt a chance to look tugh the
dents ther had settled dm and eal He thought things coultinget any costumes and tol@lyrone to flatten,
ized they had a whole life iorit of shittier until he got to whrthe next bundle and tie cams. There wer
them. $e said it was the firstegt morning. This time Gy told him that hundreds. Tyrone ripped at them with
oppotunity to begin lifs journey there was going to be a shmeeting his utility knife, almost cut himself a
He picked a safety pin off the top of theith Hamld befoe they opened the couple of times, and had to stomp on a
dresser Could he put it though his doors. Hwold had staed holding few. It was okay whrexept that
cheek? That would sting lots mer these meetings—he called themeryone could see hinlThen he had
than any of the others. e8des, he QUEST (Quality Excellence é&vice to stack them against the wall until the
knew it should be sterigd. Maybe he Today)—after he had come backnfr recgling guy could comeyland pick
ought to go back toirfis, but that the IGA conention in Mnneapolis them up After that, @Gry had him
would cost at least 25 buckalish | last yar Tyrone usually just stood insoting bottle eturns for the diffent
had some dope. uBit would look back and stad at Rita, who was thecompanies, which was the most boring
great. Guy would choke. 14 mom only girl in the place wibrlooking at work in the world, Bpsi he¥, Coke
might een notice, and Mrs. Campbelit, build like a brick shithouse and witlthere, what diffance did it make?
would just feak. That damn Hida a not bad face eitherBut they had Gary was in his office during that time
wouldrk notice of course; she was saready had a meeting this month, sand whenTyrone looked up latehe
bent aer that she pbably couldh something else must be going osaw Gy unpacking what had to be the
ewen see his faceutBhe didbhcount. Hamwld was waring a blue suit with acostumes. udt befoe lunch, @y
Maybe this wekend. green and blue tie and actually lookezhme out and posted something on the
boad. Gary loved the boat. He like

to say he putting information on it
was the best way to make s#ryone
knew what was going on and teat
ewry one fair Tyrone waited a \ie
minutes until estyone had clead out
and then walked ass to the drinking
fountain, stopping to look at the piece

CREATIVE
METALSMITHS

Kim Maitland
117 E. Franklin St., Chapel Hill
919-967-2037

www.creativemetalsmiths.com
Weekdays 11 - 6 = Saturdays 10 -5 = Sundays 12 -5

452 1/2 WESY FEﬁN’hLIﬂ CHAPEL HILL « 368-3308
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of paper It was the list all right, namego Taco Bl and did he want to comeShe says she sawt the steryester

on the left, costumes on the righte Halong. H said no, but asked her t@lay Se said she felt compelled to
scanned duen till he got to Tyrone bring back a superburrito and two bespeak to us aboubyy, that yu might
Godfrey and looked wer, “Songe tacos. Be staed to say something likebe in touble, that the rings inoyr
Bob $uae Rnts.” Gh na No way did he think she was hisvsert, but body ver a symptom of some gsy
He wash going to do that. bt a didnt, instead looking backvay her logical disess, thatgu needed to be
chance. Nt in this lifetime. ldd quit shoulder and then leaving. helped.” Be stopped, havingm out
befoe h& go out ther like that. While they wre out, Kelli called and of things to say or at least out of what
Goddamn @ry. He was doing it on they talked about going to seedz "  she had gpaed and a silence filled in
purpose. tlgot worse when he saw theooz at the Be Dot on Fiday night, the spaces beten the wrapping papers
other costumes—doctd@racula, wiz getting some headbanging ohhen and bags on the tabl&rone couldh
ad, pirate, Btman. Kelli said she had to go and amyhobeliee it—that intefering bitch. H
He went up to Guy, who was out on didnt want to use up his minutesidH wasft even in high school anynaoand
the dock having a smoke. ey mom got back andeifled that they she was still butting into his life.e H
Tyrone, ha's it hanging.” “@ry,” he were going to eat in the kitcheWwhen glaed aapss the table at his mom and
stated and stopped. éHstatied again, Tyrone got uphe found places set angaid, “®€s nuts. Be doft know noth
“Gary, can | hag another costume?”Jared and his mom sitting tker ing about me, that damned bitch.”
Gary flipped his butt out onto the unwrapping tacos. i$1 mom said, Jareds hand hit the table. We aeri
driveway turned, and looked at“Come sitdwn,Ty. We're going to eat going to haw that kind of language
Tyrone. “Man, $onge Bob is the besttogether What would wu like to hee. That womals just tying to help
All the kids a going to like gu.” drink? We got coke, diet coker.D you.” He glanced ver at Tyrones
“But | dorit want it. | dort like it.” He Pepper diet Dr. Repper Syuirt, diet mom and said, “Dyou want me to say
couldrt tell Gary hav humiliating this  Squirt, even milk or water ifgud like. something?” H& nodded, then ducked
was, een though he suspectednG Really just about anythingy want.” her head, took another drink of her
had done it for that purpose. afd Tyrone grabbed the chair closest to tlteke, and picked up the tacdared
used his all purpose aesw “Gee, kitchen door and st&d looking staed right at him andewnt on, “Mrs.
Tyrone, if | thought gu wouldri like through the bags for his burrito andCampbell said thes a goup at

it, | wouldrit hawe gien it to yu. Bit tacos. “Coke, | guess.’eldecided fte  Alternatie you could join; she leads it
now that the list is posted, | taneat one taco, then leathe burrito, and herself She said ¥ impotant. You
change it. €bple would saym’'not finish off with the second tacdhat could getgur diploma too Theres no
being fair and consistent amdi knav  sounded right. There was only the future for someone who didfinish
how impotant it is for all of us her sound of crinkling paper and the snaigh school.Youve got to go back to
You remember he Harld talked of tacos for a \ie minutes. Tyrone school and if that means taking those
about it at the last QEST” looked avund for some hot saucesilly rings out, so be itYou can go to
Tyrone did call Klli after wdk, but got  found the packets in the bottom of ondlternatie in the mornings and still
her wicemail again. & tried to of the bags, and spd somever his work at Harld's, lots of kids do iit.”
remember if she had said anythinfiyst taco Man, thas good. Id took a "I aint no kid.”

about stuff to do after schoole Hent big swig of coke and s&ar unwrap “While youre living hez with yur
home and flopped on the bed.isH ping the burrito mother and me,oyire still a kid.
mom and dred got home about a halfwhen his mom stied talking, he did you think you could ent an apament
hour later and turned the tube on tat really listen, figuring she was sayimgr what yu pay hex? @ you think a
“The Real Housevives of Q@ange something toaled befog he ealied landlod would pay qur phone bill or
County” Tyrone shut his bedom that she was speaking to him. “l widet you into his efrigerator whenexr
door, but he could still hear them for a&Chrissie wre hee so w could eat youre hungy?

while and then much louder when itogether like a family is supposed to btitdon't want to go back to school.”
ended and they sted watching a | guess her cheerleading practice isiThen,” naw he glanced akyronés
reun of “® You Think You Can ower Ah, um,Ty, you knav who ve¢  mom, ‘you will hae to find a place and
Dance.” saw today?”h® paused for a momentmove out. $on, next wek.”

He put his headphones on to keep optit her taco den, and continued It was so unfair What would HKlli
the noise. Latehis mom knocked on without waiting to see if Heespond: think when she hehthis? Hw could
the door and told him theyewe going “At choir practice. Mrs. Campbell.he eer go to the mall again®ekone

by Michael Cole
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would point at him and laugh at him. what? & banged on the door and thehis schooleacods in a gllov folder on
Nobody said anything untifyrone noticed a cdr saying “Bsh Ell for the desk next to her chafhe handed
stated to get upThen &red said,You After Hours.” He waited theruntil he him a piece of paper: &5 your

had better go ver to Alternatig saw Harty, the geek, come up the hallschedule, which is based on what
tomormow and sign upMrs. Campbell Harty said, “HeyTyrone. Whats hap youve completed so far and which will

said she be tleeuntil 5.” pening man. Cool to see y&Vhat a lead to taking and passing the GED.
“Tomorow! But schod$ aleady st&r jeik. He follaved Harry davn the hall  You star classes on dnday This is
ed.” with its shiny floor to a classm in the plan that will changeur life if yu

“Mrs. Campbell said that Alternativ which the deskser arranged in a €ir let it. Look it @er; Im happy to
takes n& students all the timeYour cle. There were maybe 10 or 12 kidsansver any questions though | édo
mother expectoy to do it.” sitting aonss fom Mrs. Campbell. go to choir ehearsal. Tyrone took it,
The next dayyrone was about to shiftTyrone kn& most of them, the mostpretended to look at it for a bit and
some bananas wheanscame eer to  seriously uncool of the uncoaol.whs then sheged in his right pants pocket
tell him that he had to put on the cosgeek central. and got up as sheemt on: Tyrone,
tume befce he went out font. Gary Mrs. Campbell nodded at him andhe sameutes as at the high schoel ar
was a pirate. é¢1had aead kechief said, Why dort you introduce gur- in effect her. Norings. RRaseamem
wrapped aund his head, a stuffed-stuself? ber that when gqu come back on
pid looking pawt that kept wobbling Introduce himselfThey all knes who Monday Rememberthis is pur geat
on his shoulderan egpatch, and a he wasTyrone looked aund to see if oppotunity to go fowad in life.”

knife in his belt and saidd ho h8 anyne was snickering. ohone was, His Mom, &red and Chrissieer at
ewly fav wods as if that e funny but seeral vere smiling at him the waythe Thursday night chaoh sevices so
Tyrone could baly mae his arms in Hawolds death rays emt out to cus Tyrone had the place to himselle
the $ongeBob costume and comtomers and emplees. They were grabbed a D Repper and ent to his
plained about that, buta® just jeked turned in his d&ction, waiting for his room. He turned his phone on and
his finger twad the swinging doors messageWhat was he supposed tdound a wicemail fom Kelli; she said
and outTyrone vent into the hum and say—"“®od PRices for ®od Ropl&? she couldhsee @oz i Looz after all
chatter of the ster Hs face burned “Um, I'm Tyrone Gdfrey you knaw.”  because her jeaits vere taking her to
and he kept his headvdo but he still A chowus of “HelloTyroné came back Frankenmuth for a chicken dinner on
saw the underpanteflected in the at him. Mrs. Campbell smiled and-riday but that they could still go to the
meat counter It was bad. Elhadit said, YWell, Tyrone, ve ae glad to see twins Halloveen pay on Studay
been out therfive minutes when someyou. Qur goup meetings ara ety and he could @ar the fonge Bob suit.
dirty-faced kid sitting in gcey cat Important pat of succeeding herat She was going to go awlide or maybe
pointed her finger and g8nge Bop Alternatie. We encourage all our stuXenaWarrior Rincess. Then it was,
Songe Bobin a wice pu could hear dents to talk about their hopes antBye, gotta gd_ove ya.”Tyrone sat on
acoss the stet. Eeryone turned and fears, about what they want for thethe edge of his bed. ettaed at the
looked. Tyrone kept piling the lives. Youll find talking about those bars on the phoisedisplaypunched in
bananas, but thendtld shaved up essential in successfully transitionisgme numbers, wonddrbriefly who
grabbed his arm and whiggkin his into a healthier and nmerfocused would anser if he pessed call, and
ear “Look, when some kid talks tmy lifestyle. Athe next meeting,adl like then flipped it shut. El rached \er,
you smile atem. We want to keep you to intioduce gurself g talking and picked up the safety pin. e H
these people happfnd sound like about yur deams and aspirationsopened it, closed it, put it\@n, got
Songe Bopuse that squeakpiee. But you ae a little late for todayses undressed, pulled the blankgerohis
And sing the song.” efli did call him sion; ve’'re almost done.”"With that, head and &nt to sleep

just after he got off to say she haddheahe turned to theaup and said, “I can

about his costume and thought it wado this. | will do this.”"Tyrone, who

so cute. I8 wished she could see hinad slunk back into a chaalmost g
Maybe he could keep it until thetpar choked when he hdaa chous of vic-
at the twin'shouse. es epeat “l can do this. | will do this.”

Alternatie was out near the highwayEwerybody stded to lea®, but Mrs.
Tyrone paked and wnt to the font Campbell called his name and said they
door which was locked. hi& Now had to take carof papevok. Se had
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by S tephe n M cCadlum

“Approachin g B lack H oles”

Z
The hole is not
an emptying out
but an implosion in-
to spaces
deep and dar
of seast
things
and all that matters
is the matter
with time and space
and their elation, | think.

The hole is a
space without bders
whee
thought bounds into
the spatial, the speci
relationship which
we as boders
upon the planet
plan it as w dig to-
wad the singularity
of the matterto make paicular
concete
the foundation
from which to make
a_
basements in massiv
things
of energy
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thinking.

The hole is a
grae, a place of

much gravity

acting
as a lock
the sea which closes

on time and makes

the thing clock

make time
which is emit
gravitated back

upon itself

thinking.
The hole is a

plt!

the tip of time emit-
ted fom

our memories, intedls

of our poper

which ae miror reflections
time/emit(ted)

which is na/won flom

which is lie

the matters
of evil

and vell into the pit,
past

the eent horibn

back and fah

of thinking

fascination becomes wonder/

it is like

re(a)d nav
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the thing
of thinking, the thought
which is the wat,
and when the wadr
is gravitated upon itself
there is dow

which is no thing (eept the beginning
of drown, which is what
the sea does to the
lock in oder to make
the thing clock make time).

Call toll-free: 1-866-352-9687

Are You Still Paying Too Much For Your Medication

You carsave up to 90%hen you fill your prescriptions

at our Canadian Pharmacy.

Lipitor™ Atorvastatin?
$460.00 $99.00

Typical US brand price *Generic equivalent
Bottle A (20mg x 100) Bottle B of Lipitof™
Manufactured by generic price (20mg x 100)
Pfizef" Manufactured by
Generics Manufacturers

T 5
. Get An Extra $25 O & Free Shipping
: On Your 1st Order!

Call the number below and save an additional $2%iplget free shipping on your
i rst prescription order with Canada Drug Center. fiires Dec 31, 2011. O er is valid
i for prescription orders only and can not be usedonjunction with any other o ers.:

{ Order Now! Call Toll-Free: 1-866-352-9687

Please note that we do not carry controlled substances and a valid
prescription is required for all prescription medication orders.

Prescription price comparison above is valid as of January 1, 2011. dé-mzark (TM) rights associated with the brand
name products in this ad belong to their respective owners.

Call Toll-free: 1-866-352-9687
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But the wod
is the wad
of being and time
in spatial matters
and the war gravitates to
draw
and so
we draw to wals, tavads
that which matters
the things
of our thinking.

The whole matter is
the thought
which is
the grae into which w
must plunge
if the universal
is eer to abstract
itself fom the a-
basement of
massi@ energy in things (e=mc2)
which is the ariable
in the constant gravity of
our relationship
to the black hole.
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“Two Gil s (The Old Ston e Hou sg)”
by P enelope L. M ace

Two girls sit at the top of a hill in thefrom the gound long agobsettlers
summer dusk and watch as the sun tagaking farmland.\Bday the girls play
the distant ges.The smell of damp in the shell of the pch, petending is
grass unfoldsa@mnd them and in the their house and theyeadad and mom
middle distance they see the first blirdnd thee ae childen and animals and
of a fiefly folloved ly another and they act out plots damed up \ptan

But she near cries. Osays a wor dist
waits, feeling first gglwaylaid leath
ing betveen them, tasting the bitter
ness of the spent grass in her mouth.

No mist rises dm the pond. IBwly,

the deep comfbof cricketsgaches out
to them aarss thealley Distant cars
whoosh dan the highwayand the
stone house dissedvinto the blaek

another magic, silent, lighting up forgirl, stories of death and babies ang>s:

such a fraction theyeahad to belieg mystey. Blackness psses the winge
in. of the old stone house, eavin

unflinching daylight but only first girl
One girl is flushed dm the sun, notices and she says nothing.
blotchy fom bug bites and nes. 8e

3

holds back, not nving, baely beath  Tan girl has told first girl so many lies
ing. about the old stone house that she hates

herself for it. Sfocated childmn,
The other girl is tan andeleed, ghosts, other ugly thinghiehas made
chomping on a wad of sour grassyspeher belie that if yu wait hez on the

ing plumes of paleagm juice as exper hill until dak and mist risesdm the The Dream
ly as the ballplays she sees when héake wu might see them at the win JOUFH&'
dad takes her to games. dows. Little pale facesyitrg to be in

heaen but trapped in this ugly stone real dreams, real weird

Frst girl is nabbed immediately whehouse until other childn fiee them.

the mosquitoes awake for thegar

fast of blood. & jumps and claws her Oh, come on, tan girl gans at some

self and st to sgyl wanna go in, but point, hearing first girl begin to sob

dreads the teasing and stays quiet. Will you stop? s a joke | hedrat
camp: mommymommy why is daddy

Tan girl sayseflexiely you ok? And crawling on his belly in the gar&ut

first girl nods though it hasogm half up and eload the gun.

dak, reached that pcise point in the

long summer sunset when outlines aviore sobsTan girl sighs and spits ou

bolded and d&er objects havdisap the nav tasteless lump of grass, disa

peaed completely phointed that she camake it go far
ther

Both girls go silent moand watch the

valley belw, the straight dirroad Frst girl glancesver her shoulder at

down the hill, the field wherthe oad the house whertan girl lies but tan

dissoles into the wild grass, the lake tgir’'s mom hates the heat andtstan tising a sandwich shop. Her
one side, the old stone house to tlwcktail hour early on nights like thi§ legs are too short and her hair,

other She woit be calling them.

No one has lad in the old stone housdnside her somdnee, tan girl is aching

for hav long nobody knmes. Batteed to ciy too, to grab her friend and,say smacks her gum while she talks

and grim, it has stood long because it§ just stories,oy idiot, you should
its walls of chunkyocks wenched hit me, hate me, 1Ve you.

Please sen excerpts from your

own dream journals. If noth-

ing else, wd’'love to read them.

W e wont publish your wh ole
name.

mermaid@blotterrag.com

Sex dream - following the
woman around in the too-hot
summer sun - she’s wearing
daisy dukes and a shirt adver-

pulled into a pony tail, is falling
out of the rubber-band. She

on her cell phone. Is that her
voice? It can't be.

Will - cyberspace

(wwwhblotterrag.com)

Fnal Tidbits:We're maving up to a caula
tion of 10,000 per month. Caowy say “B) Dog?” We'd
like you to consider making a donatior tee Blotter

your local independent bookstothey haw hot cocoa! nii seri
ous, | doit want to see any ably hanging out at théuslent
Union saying, “th bored.” Get that paper done, ask a frie
to proofread it and hava Chai Latte. @ it? God!

asyr good deed for thear! And visit

www .blotterrag .com
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“Broodin g”

by J udy K atz-Levine
In a bpoding moment, | nod.
There will be thunderstorms this afternoon, they say
but predictions can be
wildly off-key

The chairs wait toégmble - my left thumb shakes.

And the temors of gsteday listen for an alto
who statis cooning, then stops.

Saints pepae by wrapping themsels
in the haunting sobs of chid.

That - | knaw.

Call for Entries!

“The 2012 LaineCunningham N ovel Award”
The Blotter's Third AnnuallL ong Form F ictio n Contes
for N ovel laand Novellengthw ok s

1.The purpose of our contest is tovfite a gnue for writers to hatheir wok read and commented oy
our editors and judgesdditionally the winner of this contest will bavis/her wdr published heron thes
pages. And last but not least, the winneres#ie a monetarpriz! (Avad monies @ povided ly the prie
sponsor and the entfee for the contest helps off$et Hotters costs.)

2. Our pre-reader judgeseaimtelligent and highly qud of their educations. uBfinal judge is sntamell-
read and dangmrs if she doeshawe her morning coffee.uBae told her that she could be the final ju
and what canoy do?

3. In a world chock-full of scandal, transpey is &1y impotant to us, and @make ey effot to elimk
nate any conflict of intest situation @m going dan in our contest.|Btter wlunteers and their family me
bers and/or empjees & pohibited fom entering our contest.

To enter the contest, please subait wok with a $25 enyr fee y check or money der to:The Botter
Magazine, 1010 &ie eet, Durham, NC 27705. iries must beeceied betwen @tober 1, 2011 an
Januay 31, 2012 (gu see, & aleady givinggu an extension, so dquut it off!)

Your enty must contain the folldng: no less than 10 pages, ncertlwan 20 pages of the openingoof
novel or naella, (or subject/character-connected stay chapbook) typed & double-spaced, without
name. @ a separate\& page typeoyr name, snail-mail and e-mail addr telephone number , the
of your novel or naella and a one page synopsisuf goel or neella. Rmemberyou hae to hae the
entire book written, so that if and whem ywin, yu can she us theest!

BONUS: Hter the writing contest AND geteays subscription f6he Botter for only $30! (&gular annu
al subscription donationse &25 total andoy dort ewven get to enter a writing contest with that price!

Well, nav. $650 in cash pes, plus anything else gan wrangle together thatthink hasalue. All place
ments, including honorable mentions, witleie an awalr cetificate, poof positie of pur success as
author suitable for mockingyr sophoma English teachgwho always wondaet hav it was thatqu grad
uated at all.

Our contest will beun in line with theules of ethics and mechanec®mmendedyithe Council of Liters
Magazines andd3ses, as outlined in their 2006 monograph on the sthjecait view for free, but gu
may puchase the monograph entitledit¥ishing Contests:tiics and Mchani¢sthrough the CLMP a
http://wwwclmporg/about/monographs.htrifhis is the documenteshae used in coming up with théas
and conditions of this contest.

So thats it, then - nav get to wdt!

o
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