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“OK, Pencil s Dow n”

It's only mid-@tober hez, and the aather is getting long-pantsish put
not quite swatshiry. | know youll be eading this a couple of months

from naw, and ly then vell be coated up andl be scrambling with th
holidays, and therae some things on my mind rightstndOne of them
came up because mglw year old did poorly at the sdtnaces at th
Sate Rir  For those ofqu who doit hawe the foggiest idea what t
means, let me explaimjuBt-races arthose Miway contests that ailg
people to sit in @w holding a water-pistol attached to a hoswifadiq
a steady stam of water to shoot at a target that somneteasas hov

much water is hitting it) and when the hawker says gorabégdch

other to win a stuffed animal or some other just as fluffy gimmig¢

you do it ly paticipating in an ent appearing tcequie skill, but
which is mostly luck and sometimes riggeavas her goal to win

stuffed animal about theesiaf avVolkswagen, and ghevoked herself

at

k and

a

up into a foth, the lights and smells and her hunger to win and fer

actu

something was on her sidée Spent six dollars (of my money) and of

al food driving her to this logicabgession: that the god of wan:-iFg

course did not win, was disappointed irettemis And suddenly s

wanted no mer of the fair

Now six dollars is either a passle of monewt ery much at all, bu
heres the thing.To my daughter it is an unkmp quantity — she dee
nt know want, and doeslknow earning (she does @mrbut becaug
it is her esponsibility as a member of the family), cannoediftae
between hierahical needs and wants, and pmte sue what she
wants to earn money to dodgpt pobably to “bu¥ysongs to listen to
and the whole financial systenerg mebulous to herAnd Im not sue

why but it seems strange for meyadrexplain away some of that-
ulousness, to help her understeaide Smething not logical, by
emotional.

I've been a stay-at-homadXor eightgars, formate/for both her ang
me, and it appearseye suddenly hit a slick in thead; not quite ar
impasse, but stdbmething riskghes twele, in the middle of middlg
school, with so much information bondboag her that the lessonsel
taught her &, well, as taut as a mandolin stringre Shee hae always
been things thaterasy to teach.ol do yu play solita@?The game
has wles and theutes a rigid. The results of follwing the ules a&

myriad, but on the same logical planegufwill. Winning meansou

followed the ules and losing mearmuyfolloved the ules, and ew-

thing else adds up to luck, actuabyankly it is a moe complex (but

not moe logically complicated@rgion of tic-tac-toeYeah, those ar
my wods, but her message. Arelae done with it, she and We

e
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e
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hawe completed the mant/child congrsations about logic and winning

and losing in thaegad. S$he compehends: solit@rand things of tha
ilk are used for clearinguyr brain for ma impotant things, like writ
ing. Chess is for engagiogrythinking brain. #e1ything else is ger
erally..crap Ah-ha.

But giwe luck a twak and ® off logicoad. Make the prz some

t

|
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thing...wondeful. Hide the chance in it and make it seem like
And this is us at the falooking like somedggers & Fammerstei
characters waiting for theloestra to kick in for our learn-a-lesson-
cal interlude. @ly | came up a day late and a dollart.stéx dollars
actually And that was that.h8& didrt want to understand the seedy
tory of the Mdway Se felt shé done her best, and that had al
wolked befag at getting her what she thought she wanted -tgj
allovance, gradesleswins What went wong? Be looked at me a
| actually flinchedWas | supposed to step in and win the teddydr
was thatale meant to be someone in her &ftier not too near fu
if you please)? r@vas | supposed to let her spendwemooney (whic
she was desperately willing to db¥®e the giant banks supposed t
people buy the houses of the@agns, whether or not they couldyt
affod them?Were we supposed to bail out any boat full of storm

Q) 0O _(n o

no matter har mindless the fishermel®hat terrifically apt analogi¢$

and hov utterly useless beswn a father and hisen-aged daughtdn
the Dad-manual it says dolet your daughter gr and cdainly dort
make her gr © we walked aund the fajrthe cowded, noisysmell
old fair and | kept my mouth shut and after a whilestopped at |a
gaudily lit stand and got a bag of cotton candy aretdshand in
while she chesdt up | leaned in and took one in the glucose fo

team. And ponded an impending futarwhee some skinny kid wgp

going to wink at my daughter and win her a graod&y
And so, her ae a fev of the lessonséd’ tried to impdrto that someday-
young-woman.

Hard and fastule number one: &er take pain a contest thaoy des
perately want to win andwy hae no actual cordl over your ability to
win. Lotteries, beauty pageants andtsgeies all come to mind.
Had and fastule number two: Brt go hungy into an envonment
whee the food is of questionable qualiBat befar the big busine
meeting.

Rule number thee, pending ftier analysis: éNer make a lyodo any
thing for yu that doesnmake sense just to see’lf ie it. Youll hawe
learned nothing about him, andlHzeliee hé done exything for yu.
AddendumToday she came up to me first thing and saat],“Iiends
are like snaflakes — ifgu pee on them they disappeadrdorit know.
Just maybe the tableg &anrning and skseteaching me.

192
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The Blotter Magazinenic.
(again, a 501(c)3 nongfit) is an
theeducation concern. ub primag
L. interest is the ftinering of aeative
writing and fine as, with the maga
zine being a means to that ekide
publish in the first half of each
month and enjpa fee ciculation
throughout the @utheast and somg
other places, to&ibmissions ar
always elcome, ase@iad inquiries.
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Send check or moneydaer name
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Qubscriptions, 1010 &le &eet,
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CAUTION

Hey boyo, move over to
the side of the street! Can't
you see there’s a parade
coming?
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Whatt he Pub ?17?!

Economi c and Tedh Trend s in P ublishing

by La in e Cunningham

A long time ago, books Ewery year
were sold in a way that is sepend money to bring in we
shockingly diffent than hw authors, print the authoisooks,

they ae sold today that publishmaket those books, ship thos
books...then take back any an

ers might asell hae been oper
ating in a parallel dimensidime

big diffeence beteen hw

books e sold a centyrago
and hev things wdt today is
summed up Y one wod:

remainders.

Books a the only md
uct sold on the open nkat that money has such intenselgfipr
can be eturned if sellers fail tokilling behavior at the heaf its
move them. dans & made in a business modelu#zling, to be
stunning array of &g, lengths, sue.
cuts, styles and coloet ynand Puzzling
factuers doh offer to take back becomes amnright bizame when
anything etailers cénsell. Cars the eturned books arawack at
requie an inestment of materi the publishés waehouseThose
als, labor and capital that founsold copies@rin industy ter
most consumers is topped onipinology remaindexd. That
by the puchase of a homety means pulped. h&dded.

all unsold copiesf youve eer

hawe been notoriously vio for
decades, oy nov hae one tiny
piece of the answ No other

there is no giant pking lot in Destoyed. No one keeps clos

Detoit that takes back unsoldabs on the number oémain
vehicles.

publishers

wondeed why books cost s
much et adances for authors

industly that is expected to ear

behavior

deed books in America but som

estimates haplaced the number
as high as 65 pent.With pub-
lishers pyducing nearly 300,000
books emy year that means a
whopping 16,000 titlestitles,
not copiescould be skedded
ewery month. Very Fahenheit
451 of them.

It didnt used to be that
ay In that long ago world in
at parallel dimension, publish
ers sold books just like any other
&ommodity Whateer was
ordeed ty a booksta was pur
chased\pthe stoe. I they didri
sell right awagtoes found a way
to sell them.Then the Geat
Eeplession arred. Lest w

eliee all the modern media
comparisons of the cent leces
sion to that time,emember that
in three ars industrial pduc
tion fell 47%, the GDP fell 30%,
and the wholesale price index
declined 33 peent. Rople
couldrt affod to puchase lead

or shoes let alone books.

In a desperate bid to keep
themselgs afloat, publishers
é)ffeled a deal booksellers cotildn
refuse. They magnanimously
ffeled to ship books for which
the stoes had not paid, take back
books the stes could not sell,
and didrt expect payment for
copies that did sell for a month or

B
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more. B/ the time the economyindusty that poduces mducts sue to sell would be a world
recaered, bookst@s vere so and manages a palyand gies filled with gere lomances and
accustomed to the terms thaiublicists something to dacelebrity memoirst would be
publishers are stuck with a busi between calls &dm Fortune 500 like watching only tkee channels
ness model that would be unacompanies and minor celebritieen TV or being foced to buy ill-
ceptable during any other time. Publishers @& companies thatfitting jeans that aralways too
Which of course is one ohawe boatls of diectors and tight in the cotch.
the primay problems publishersretirement plans and stockhold Now you might think
face todayBefoe angne pille ers to satisfyes.They ae also that most titles avable today
ries them for being thickheadediant machines that disseminatdready consist only of the ill-fit
wastels, imagine a world wherideas and thoughts and culturéing, ciotch-ubbing type.To a
jeans manufacens or car com concepts into the hands of anylegee, thds tue. t's so tme that
panies skedded, burned or cem one..anyne..who has fifteen orboth &mes &terson andaines
pacted 65% of their iemtoy twenty bucks in their pocketFrey (he of the dislited mem
ewely year Obviously they would Even people who hawo money oir and subsequentp@h stink)
rather quickly stop pducing can access the same bookssfer frave both ceated viual sveat
quite so many styles or models at the libray. Book publishing is shops whein ‘toauthorswrite
colors or typesf the same &e one of the gt leglers of our books based on the famous
to occur in publishing, the worldnodern world. authorsideas.
would rather rapidly become a We cannot afforto lose Patterson, Y the wayjus
much less intesting place. that. A world in which publishergifies his seatshop ¥ claiming
Publishing is not just anproduce only those titles thag¢ arthat he has far merndeas than

Call toll-free: 1-866-352-9687

20% off
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- - Generics Manufacturers
____________________________________________________________________________________________ >a Word by Word
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B e 2 a1 201 Abarmr (TW)rights associated with e brand right before you contact
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any one person couldeewvrite United $ates has ineased ew copy first print un. Now the
in a lifetime.The tuth is that year That 300,000 n& books awrage is merlike 5-3 or 3-3 or
ewely author has far nerdeas produced esty year doesn ewen 1-1.

than they could ev write in a include the ones being churned During the past decade,
lifetime; an impdant pat of the out in the inceasingly popularpublishers hav fallen into the

authois job is to sift tlmugh the self-publishing ana. habit of poducing only half the
pile to find only those thatear Unfortunately to contin ageed-upon number of copies
truly woth writing. ue along this path, publisher®or the first print un. (Yes, is a

But the same industr hawe had to cut costs somee. breach of contract butytenfoc-
that suppas as-filling-as-pep The author the one who pr ing that when gquve leceied a
corn tales and gristmill pulp alsduces thealuable ideas and ethepuny $1,000 adgnce and the
suppots beakthough ideas, real fiction, has born a not ineonpublisher has an ewtifloor of its
swooningly etheal literatug, sequential parof the buden. building filled with attorneys.)
utopian ideals and fiction tha#long with shrinking adwnces, Why manufactie something
sweeps eaders into me worlds. print runs hag also been shrinkthat is just going to bemain
Despite the ineasing mssw ing. An aerage contract émty deed?Which brings us back to
ower the past semal decades toyears ago used to be whatthe nasty little expectation that
reduce publishing costs, thdubbed a standhr5-5 deal: a has bulened publishers fovey
number of titles duced in the $5,000 adance and a 5,000-a centuy: remainders.

The practice of eturns
has to be changedoy it is
changing.nl recent gars, a e
of the top publishers heavaken
tentatie steps twad eliminat
ing returns.Their effots hae
often been met with a @hg
backlash ém booksellers who of
course donwant (and who often
cart affod) a business model
that eliminates one of thewfe
things in their faw.

_ Yet technology is also
RN TR T TR T T el Playing a hand.nsall publishers
are rapidly coresting to print on
demand (POD) technologies
because they can no longer @ffor
traditional offset piss pmcesses
(and all thoseemaindezd books
theyre going to @ate though
- w4 ‘§ offset printing). POD booksear
" A i B : created one at a time as needed.
| A . £ : ol i Snce publishers dbmenerate a
/ = ;‘Hi - first print wn that is st@d in
‘ - some wahouse, ther is no
Mon thru Sat 11am-10pm - (losed Sunday 933.8226 waehouse to which the books

111 W Rosemary St. Carrboro  www.carrburritos.com

www .blotterrag .com
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can beeturned. buck. Like vieers who decideonly to look back a hurett

There ae thousands ofwhee in the distribution ©je years to see Wothe exact same
small publishers compdr to they want to see a we (at the dynamic impacted the erigen
only six ety large publisherd. | theaterthrough their cabkeon- ment industy. It used to be that
booksellers havcustomers whodemand seice, or on D), entire families gatheat aound
want to buy something ner readers who want the latest boo&dios ety night to listen to the
captiating than the latestes¢ pay full price and those whmewns and be thrilledybaudio
shop title or ma inteesting catch on later or who dbmind plays. Mvies wre supposed to
than thoughts ge=dt tavad the waiting pay the discounted priceentirely supplant the need for
lowest common denominator “Ah,” you say craftily asradia Lateytelevision tlgatened
they hag to buy at least a smailou heft pur twel\e-ounce elec the mwie industy with exactly
number of noneaturnable titles. tronic reading device and starthe same doomsdaygiction.

This explains why mer with superiority at theagt shelf Yet not only do & nav
bookstoes offer discounts orspace aiable in gur home hawe moe radio channels than
new releases, deeper discounts leecauseoy no longer buy print e\ver befoe, a hefty peentage of
books that havpassed the ninecopies, What about e-bookss actually pay for specific con
ty-day sales windpand emain  Arerit print books aady dying a tent or channels thateafiee of
der bins with bargains ranginglonv death?” adweltising. Most of us pay for
from $5 dovn to as little as a Well, no Again v hae television channels that offer bet
ter content than thede chan
nels. Mwie studios duce far
more titles today than ey and
Indie studios ara living parof
our cultue. Rather thaneplace
any specific format, weypes of

Laarnm,” ¢

TPC/DCM18 OFFERS COURSES IN
MEDIA PRODUCTION. FROM HOW
TO USE A VIDEO CAMERA, TO }
EDITING WITH FINAL CUT PRO,
WE TEACH YOU EVERY STEP OF
THE PROCESS.

R
cCreata,\
ONCE TRAINED, YOU CAN USE

TPC/DCM18°’S GEAR TO CREATE
YOUR OWN TV SHOWS, WEB

-

WE CAN AIR, USE OF THE
EQUIPMENT IS FREE!

£
E
N VIDEOS, & PODCASTS. AS LONG
k;‘\\\‘\‘,é AS YOU’RE MAKING A SHOW
4‘\

WaGchl

SUBMIT YOUR CONTENT FOR

N
O BROADCAST! WITH OVER 105,000
G VIEWERS IN CHAPEL HILL, CARRBORO,
m@ & DURHAM... SHARE YOUR THOUGHTS
& OPINIONS WITH YOUR COMMUNITY.

HOMmME=CROVN,FC@E=ARAPE TELEVISICN
the pecoples channel - 919/ 960 - 0088
DURHAM COMMUNITY MEDIA - 919/ 688 - 0018
VOB, TRCERPEORPLESCHANNEGGL.OREG

media simply foed the indus
tries to shuffle their amach.
They ended up with less atten
tion from individual consumers
than befoe et they all swived
and een thrived.

The same dynamic is cur
rently taking place in publishing.
In addition to e-books, printed
books a also competing with
the free content adable on the
internet...which includes emir
booksThis shift is indusgrwide
and impacts all print formoin
books to nespapers and maga
zines. As histprshavs, publish
ers will most likely suxve and
een thrive.The adent of eead
ers that can handle wepaper
and magazine format® @ener

page 7



The Blotter

qaamm.

Shann a Zentne r -
Br ookly n, N'Y

www .shannazentner .com

www .blotterrag .com



Far LeffThe Miser and tAst Kiss
Left: AShape Shifteralkés Up
Lower Leffalking to Kodiak
BelowThe Picnic

Lower Rightth A StoryThas Hard
to Believe, Reenactment Isn’'t Easy

Right: This Neura’Notion of the
Human Machine



The Blotter

ating nev profit steams for the and deses of immigrant or eth mounts might be gelded and a

nearly defunct mags and rags. B¢ populations because thelittle grimy but ly god, theye

books nw repesent as much aslemographics @r too small. still in the battle.

35% of top publishéreevenues, There would be no risk-taking S, of course | will cen

which is injecting much-neededovels that go against the estabnue to cringe whenewl seesat

cash into their bottom lines.  lished eligious or political or fin another big-name title aboutho
Sill, the shot-term goistic or geernmental authori had life is as a celebrity omho

upheasl is painful. &blishers ty, no GLBI voices, no stories oimuch being rich sucks. And | will

continue to prduce and heavilythe poor or disadntagedWe ne\er begundge the publishers the

promote the fluffiest bookBhe would hae nothing to insp&rus, money they make oim those

world doesh really need gt no characters who sh@aome of sales. | cd&n I'm one of the

another celebrity memoir ,orour ovn experiences, no talesuthors those glitterati titles sup

more disheaening for eaders of that reweal hav similar v all a8 port.

ewely generation, childris pic regadless of race, beliefs, nation

ture books writtenybthe glit ality or ageThere would be no

terati. Bit think about what magic.

those fluffy books ar really Publishing ish a pefect g

telling us: people buy themm |industry. BEvery company in &y
drowes. h barbaric hales. h industy has to balance theil
mind-numbing, stampede-atprofits against their goalsitBn
the-rae numbers. this aena, ther tend to be mer
And thank goodness theyndividuals who want to make
do. Without those titles to padthe world a better plac&hey
their bank accounts, publishersant people to understandwho
wouldrt produce beautiful booksdifficult it is to gow up biracial
or thoughtful books or life-in America, they want under
changing book&Ve would hay sewed wices to sing as clearly ¢~
no categories that gerthe elu those of the majorities.
sive young male @ader becauseConsidering that ther ae
female eadersastly outnumber already too f@ corporations that
their counterpas in eery age hawe any edeemingalue, pub
group. We would hae no books lishers almost look like they ai
that pesent the les and goalsriding white horses.Their

www .blotterrag .com
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. . - Ia faster than awye anticipated.
Fiv e Minut es Wit h: R. A. Sa Ivatore IW Is that a goocbute for first
by J effrey W right time writers?

RAS: t used to be thatemvould
always sa¥yDo not self-publish.”
It used to cost $20,0000WN it is
pretty much fee. Now ae yu
going to sell a lot ifoy ae an
unknowvn author? ®bably not.
You might, but ppbably not. Bt
what yu can do isgu can actu
ally build a folleving, build some
circles on &cebook, and then
you build it like any other busi
ness. Bt once wu get that
Ogoing, it is pwbably going to be

R.A. @hatore is the author of RAS: Asolutelylf you ae going
over 50 books. Elis best kvan  to write anywayyou might as
for the adentues suounding well try to publish. Right?0Sif
his fantasy darelf character you can quit, quit.flyou cait,
Drizzt Do Urden in the you ae a writer If you ae a
Forgotten édlms Dungeons anariter, you caft be lazylt begins
Dragonsbooks and for killing and ends ther  many people
Chewbacca in hi§arWarsnovel think that what théye written is
Vector Bme “l wastoldto do it,” golden, and they walk aw#yu
he noted. hawe to sit dwn and whenau
| sat devn with @hatoe this are editing gur wok, you hae
past summer ated Con hdy to to read it out loud and listen t S asier 1o talk to a oublisher
discuss writing and publishingt. When yu read wpur book out W Boders is o?ne‘l’he ub
Belowv is an ecerpt fom that loud, you catch typos, awkwlar . h d i gh s ph i
interview. sentence fragments, point-o*'—s Ing worid 1S ¢ af‘g”.‘W a
JW. Give us some tips for budviev changes;oy really catch do 2?“ t’?mk about finding ne
ding authors. tense change¥ou slav yourself IrquaS(.ers;k.) p

RAS: Angne that comes up andlown. You hear the rhythm of it; friend ofonlfltine“ft’hafﬁrzz :.?g’ofa
says, “lI want to be an authoryou hear the pacing of Xou the maior Nw York publishers
my first esponse is:f“you can should do that ... whetheowy aid to Jme that the Ei est ehal
quit, quit.” They always think | are writing a paper for college qsr taci h ggbl' hi
am being funnybut | am not. whether gu ae writing a neel. 'enge facing the  publishing
Because ifop can quit, gu ae You cait be lazy because thae mdustlthashpomt O;: sale.hAnd
not an authorBecause this busia thousand people who Warﬁ:‘taenrn;t (?ggnot ?rl;le saan?e tthiﬁ
ness will beat theesiving tar your joh v 't bad f | I'?<-
out of you. You hae to lare the JW. Regading e-books and self-" S NOt S0 bad for peopie 1ike
writing. You hae to hag a need publishing, a the fans buying? me because | am established. S
to write. RAS: M/ backlist is sellingey people look, they seek out the

JW S it is unforgiving? well on e-books.t'$ taken off books on Amanm. Bt to try to
break out a e author today

with less stes, is much haer
Once upon a time,evhad 1,200
Waldenbooks andeahad 900 B.
Daltoris. And | emember when
my first book came out, my first
hadcoer was because of
Waldenbooks. .They said,We
want a halcover and & want a
dak elf hadcoer from
Shatoe.” And they put in a
huge oder because theyem
such a large seorAnd that was
page 11
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how | got into hadcorer And get thee. Most of the authors feeRAS: There ae two things that
you just doit get that anymer  the same way that |.d&e lovre would be diffeant. | would find
JW S what a8 publishers the science fiction, fantasyys someone who is publishing

doing? tery bookstags.You knaw, | go books on something | kiwcand
RAS:The thing | ameally hop to a couple ew time | go on love. I's gonna be héfor a first-
ing is that people will staipenr tour. time author to get into the A list

ing bookstaes again. | think JW. Do you eer just go into a license, lik&arWars ... | would
there is oom nav because thebookstoe on a trip unan try to find a tie-in on the B list.
superstas a& so sgad out, gu nounced? Maybe someone is doing a series
can find a niche @& and open RAS: | dol go in and sign stockof novels forDeadwoodr some

the small, independent, mallor them. (e time they askedthing — smaller scale, smaller
bookstoe. I's had because ofme for my ID. | gaw it to them, expectations.f lit's something
the Kindle, the NOOK and theand they still said no becaugeu loe, yu can pobably bring
other e-book formats, but | thinkthey said they careturn them if something to it. &if | were try-

you can still do that. you sign them. Andnii like, ing to get published, that might
JW Would the smaller ses “Yeah wpu can, but hopefullybe a way | would do it: “IJe
hawe a hater time getting anyoull sell them.” ¢rit that the this.You ae doing books on it. |
R.A. &hatoe in? point? :
RAS: They would, and theyJW If you wer staiing out | The Blotter Magazine s

wouldrt. They would unless theytoday knowing what gu knav book publishing imprint,

are persistent — because if@revnow about writing, what wouldg ~ PencilPoint Mountain

got back to me,d’find a way to be diffeent? and www .paintbrushforest.com
present | ree,

a collaborative, all ages, fine
arts book illustrated by mem-
bers of Paintbrush Forest, a
group of artists from the
Orange County, NC, area. All
proceeds from Tree support
the Haw River Assembly, a NC
environmental organization.
Check out www.paintbrushfor-
est.com to bid on the original
book art, to make a donation,
and to order your own copy of
Tree.

Thank you.
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hawe a geat idea that would fit
in. What do yu think?” That
type of thing.

If | were just oeating my wn
world, my evn books, | would
send it out to all the publishers
I'd keep wdiing for a fe
months while they had it, and i
| didn't hear back or all | goeve
rejections, d' self-publish.

JW What would gur self-pub
lish oute be?

RAS: E-book. Andd’set up a
huge website, a hugeaéebook
page and d’ probably spend a
few thousand dollars or awfe
hundred at least and get sormr
people to go in therand star
building up traffic.

JW Do you see gurself writing
books whenou ae 70 or 80?
RAS: Ill be writing books until |
die. | dort see any way not to
JW If you can quit...

RAS: Quit. | cart.

R.A. Shatores latest book,
Neewinter debuted at B 4 on
The New Yok TimesBestsellers
List. Co buy it.

Ed. Note:Wdl like to thank Mr
Wright for going out with bb@er
Magazine pss pass to thenG
Con to look for inteew opptu-
nities. flany ofqu hae a similar
thought - to find authors and te
to them about the writing call a
biz, wed like to see whauyhae

to say
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The Dream Journal

real dreams, real weird

Please sed excerpts from your own dr eam journals.
If nothing else, wd’love to read them. We wont
publish your whole name.

mermaid@blotterrag.com

My old roommate, who looks a lot like the actor
playing Judas in Jesus Christ Superstar, only
way after he’s thrown the pieces of silver back at
the Pharisees and gone off to wrestle one last
time with the Devil, spends all his time at the
beach, wearing old t-shirts and taking pictures of
surfers. I’'m quite certain that this is why | recent-
ly dreamt about sitting on the beach while waves
cascaded in one after another and the sunset
glowed in ever gloomier shades of what my
wife’s grandmother lovingly calls “pank,” and a
handful of surfers sat far out in the brass-colored
water waiting for one or even two last waves to
ride in before hustling off to some night job mak-
ing sandwiches for stone-hungry college kids
and sweeping up the parking lot of all the wax-
paper detritus. | was thinking how | miss being
that young and happily pointless and the day
after the fair stale smell of seafoam and even the
annoying zip of mosquitoes in my ears when the
wind switches around 180 degrees in the
evening to blow them out of the marsh. It was a
luxury to have that nostalgic ache in the dream,
because | surely wouldn’t do it all over again.

Ed - cyberspace

Fnal Tidbits: Some things @rup By request of our daonist Chris Bx, we ended theThurston
Moore...” un. It turns out thateality does influence ar some cases.th@rs a& on! Qir Barbecue is coming up
soon, hope to see all ofithee. The Cadinals won th&/orld Sries, and the girls anddd a lot of fun watching it on
TV (at least until their bedtimes, at which point they ladlngy “Dad, be quiet!” &m the bedroms.) Bllow us orlwitter
@blotterrag - thatwhee we tell yu about drand music and other stuff gamn. Cther cool thingsou can ty - enter the long
form contest (our thdrannual, that is). ofow us onTwitter @blotterrag. Ug a copy ofree published Y Rencil®int Mountain
(wwwpencilpointmountain.com), an imprintie Botter Magazinenc. Make a donation fbhe Blotter
(wwwhblotterrag.com). B a Botter t-shit while yure thee. And visitgur local independent bookstothey haashot cocoal
Dare to eat a peacfiblk about Ntchelangelo!!! ni serious, | ddrwant to see any oy hanging out at theéuslent Lhion
saying, “In boed.” G get that paper ond3toevski done, ask a friend tmopead it and hava Chai Latte. @ it?
Good!
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