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“Four T hing s”

Occasionally | get those e-mails asking me to fill ieranswd favad

them to other unsuspectinge@y? Wdsuspecting? ) folks éspond. &

the most parl ignore such things, but one cameently that | liked
Probably puve all seen it befgrbut, as\e said, th a tad behind the ele
tronic cure. | wort forwad it — | dorit want angne to feel obligated {
do any wdt. Not assignedylme, anyhe. But I'll shae my ansers with
you. kwas called @urThings Aout Me You Might Not Hawe Knavn.”
I liked hawv self-constrained it wasistX¥our things. Bt an out-of-contd

number at all.

Describe four job®y hae had in gur life:
Welsh Rms— You knaw, milk delivery into a little b& on the font pocch.

$1.50 an hour and éakfast. Work began at 3:30 a.m.rdakfast at 6:3
a.m. | drank a quaof milk and a quarnf orange juice ey shift and

made it to schoolyt9:00 a.m. And | was asleepnmotly at 10:15 a.m|

during English class.

Messenger in &vYork City — Great job | wanted to be a bike mess
ger all cool and fast-looking wmer | was the footwviety Think Charlie
Brown, ‘All | got was aock.” Galloping all eer Manhattan. OBW?
People in Nw York love messenger3.hey only occasionallyytto run

them wver

Secuity Guad at college in the main woniemlom. Ewely third after

(%)

o

O

noon or so during the early fall and late spring | had to go up oofthe r

and ask the sunbathing women to put their topsl @ont even emem
ber what this job paid.

Exotic Nursely — Appaently | totally didih understand what theal pur
pose of this company was when | applied for theSmnt the ente
spring popping buds off of geraniums - thousands of gerariReaty
Thousands of theml quit as soon as | could.

Name four maies pu would watchwer and wer:

Papillon—To date Ve seen this film thy-seen times.Yes, that is the cla
sic definition of OCD.

The BestYears of @r Lives— My fawrite actess: Mrs. Lou &hrig.
Feld of Dreams- | absolutely get this film. All | want to do is stalk
favorite writers and play catch witld

Ben-Hur — My entie life is divided into battle speed, attack speed an
ming speed. K and raise-oars.

List four placesoy hae lived:

Princeton—This is wur brain.

NewYork City — This is wyur brain in a fing pan.

Mairetta, GA— This is wur brain in a §ing pan with a side of slic
peaches.

Brick, NJ— Coneniently placed next Wall, NJ.

List fourTV shaws yu loe to watch:

Greys Anatomy-Why | dort go to the doctorNo one washes their har

12)
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Eweryday talian— It's about cooking. f@&ourse it is.

Trains and Locomotes— This little teat is on the RFD channel - one
hour of steam locomodis goingy | like trains.

The Walking Dead— Reseah for the Bd of Days.

List four placesoy hae been onacation:

Edisto Beach, SG- family acations, transged back about ftyr years
Boothbay Harbor ME —When | was a kid evtraded pollock | caught

the dock with lobstermen.They got bait, @& got lobster dinners.

Bemuda— No kidding, IBM once paid me to be ireaagnition eant for
two weeks. Not bad wak if you can get it.

Chicago- Bvery weekend one summeflayed in a leaguerou knaw, with
those wersied, lumpy softballShey might well be why the @bs cahwin
theWorld Sries.

List four of pur fawrite foods:

Peanut Ritter — Not sue, but suspect its addietipopeties ag similar tg
chocolate and cocaine.

Hot and ®ur Sup- Once ate a quaand a half of the stuff in one sitti
Felt hot. And sour

Pop-Ice(that plastic wrappedten stufj — One bite and & summeime
and being tel\e all @er again.

Marshmallav Peeps-Theyre een better if gu leae them on the countgf

owvernight.

Describe four placesuywould rather be right wo

Fishing in the pond- If | hawe to explain fishing,emeed a translatof
On the beach in SE S me people casleep to the sound of crashind $

[, howewer, can.

In a hammock in the back yarwaiting for the sun to go dm —
Sometimes the deer come almost up toTrhe.strings in the hammocle;
mildenved and may bak at any moment hats about as aentuious as
choose to be.

gtting in the coffee shop, wWing — The whole place smells likasting
coffee. M leather jacket smells likasting coffeeThe urine stink in thg
restoom smells like eggiso Who doeshlove that?

Garry - chief@blotterrag.com
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We often use Bobco fonts, copyrighte
shaeware from the Chuch of the
Subgenius. Rbob We also use
Mary Jane Antique and otherel
ware fonts fom Apostiophic Labs
and other fonts &m other sowes.
PRINTED WITH

’_‘@J SOY INK|

in the Great $ate of Gorgia!l

A

The Botter Magazinenic. (again, a
501(c)3 non-pfit) is an education
concern. Qr primay inteest is the
furthering of ceative writing and
fine ats, with the magazine being
means to that endVe publish in
the first half of each month and
enjo a fee ciculation thoughout
the Sutheast and some other plac
too. Submissions aralways &k
come, as arad inquiries.

Qubscriptions aroffeed as a pmk
um for a donation of $25 or neor
Send check or moneydaer name

and addess tdhe Botter
Qubscriptions, 1010 &le &eet,

Durham, NC 27705. &k issueser

also aailable, 5 for $5npuire .
same Y e-mail:
chief@blotterrag.com

S

CAUTION

One, two, three, four. Can |
have a little more? Five,
six, seven, eight, nine, ten.
I love you.

o
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“Quedion s fort he Homel ess Man W ho Panhandl es att he

Comerof G iima nB Ivd. and | -900”
by S haro n G old berg

1. What is ypur name? | think of addict? e yu eer been in or school or chah? @ you
you as Thomas,” but e neer rehab? sneak into public places to use

asked. ) the toilet?
7. I've neer heat your \oice.

2. Did you gow up in the 8attle Newer engagedoy in conersa 10. If | wer to invite gu home
ara? Right herin ksaquah?rO tion. Newr een acknwledged with me for a shlveer or meal,
are \ou just passing thmgh? that youre thee. I | paked my would yu come?ts a moot
car at the QFC and walkedeo point, because | would mev
3. How old ae you?You appear o your cornerwould pu chat, extend such an invitationd I
to be in pur mid-foties—pur o wouid pu be hostile? worty you would steal money or

hair IS still black—but'st had to . jewelry or medication, or knock
tell with your full bead. 8.The bown cadboad sign pu 4, my door some other time

hold up for us to see—ewwho ;
4. How long hae you been ge pusybusy, busyon our way gggg‘%ﬁ;ﬁt;agmgkﬁ gﬂy
homeless?\Were  you  once g ok or lunch or gga or soc to dinner?
emplged and financially sol .o, practice or t&bucks or ‘
ventAVere you a factor Woker? rrader ges—eadsNeed a hugll. You try to make ey contact
A car salesmaneriaps a teachey, , ¢ il doHas angne actual with those of us who wait for the
or lawer or businessmandD |y stenned out of his car to hugaffic light to change, who hope
you graduate ém high school?yq 2> would you be surprised,it will change quicklywho ty
College? touched, jgous if someone did?not to make ey contact with

5. Did you get pur blue swat 9. Where do yu spend the Word by Word
pants, gray raincoat, and safgfiyhi> A a homeless shelten? |

hat fom a dumpster’) editorial services

an abandoned buildinghdér SHARON KEBSCHULL BARRETT
. . AUTHOR, DESSERTS FROM AN HERB GARDEN
6. Ar You an alcoholic? AUU theTIbbet'_[S @eek Bldge’) H\E AND MORNING GLORIES (ST.MARTIN'S PRESS)
you eer tried to hide in a librar SKBEDIT @SHARONKEARRETT.COM

HTTP://S HARONKBARRETT.COM

Thorough copy editing,
reasonable rates
for authors, helping you get it just
right before you contact
agents or publishers

B

SUB ROSAInvestigations

An investigative reporting, writin
and manuscript editing compa|

Download music. Downsize cancer.

Follow us on:® & @u™ EHb -

www .blotterrag .com
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you. Your ews plead, as if to sugeating fried chickenoim a KFC I'm cold, callous, cal@ I like to
gest gure needy but nice.dil bucket. 8e is skinny and hagthink I'm genesus, but | pefer
dangeous. & this tue? Fe you gad and frail. Be wears a navyto contribute to the homeless and
ewer hut anyne while living on jacket and her hair isveeed ty a hungly through non-pofits like
the steets? Hs angne eer hut green stocking hat oeljov rain  Northwest Harvest and
you?Youre about six feet tall, sdat. s she ill?sl she qur wife? WashingtonWomen in Ned. 1
perhaps people feauy Do you Your loser?1so, whex do yu go you appoached me as | walked
cary a veapon for gtection? A to hae sex? down the steet, ki be moe like

knife? A club? A piece of pipe? A ly to respond. And if it are
gun? 15. How many hours d@Y typ  Christmastime, | pbably
ically stand at the corner®wi \,,u1d. Do you think Im self-

12. Hawe you tried other signagePuch money dooy make on an
Does it make a difflgice wha& awerage day®i@etimes an Asian
written on the sign? | saw anotlman with tattoos joinsoy and 17. One night, in &n Fancisco,
er homeless man, irdtle, at the woman.4d he a friend®here when | was filling my car with
45th Sreet just off iterstate 5. did you meet? D you divide the gas at alell station, a gaunt,
His sign eadNeedVhiskeyCold money wu receie with him? sickly-looking man apmeched
at Night.In your opinion, did he With her? @ce | sawgu with me. | was saadl. He said that he
mean to be funny?rohic? two other men,qur wallet open, and his woman e® an HIV
Serious? pulling out billsWere you shav- couple with no moneyould |

_ ing off yur take? l&ring help? | gashim a dollar or two
13. Is that corner at inan e5qges? Lending them avfeor maybe fie. Bit | wonder if he

Blvd. your cornervould a con  jg|jars? lied about the HIVDoes it ea
flict take place if a person unfa ly matter? D you lie to get
miliar to yu ‘commandeed 16. When someone handsuy money?

the space? lit ‘first come, first coins or bills, dooy say“God

sexved?”  you solicit money at BlessYou?” Db you belieg in 18. Do you spend qur dona
other corners?s lone location God?  you belieg God has tions on cigattes (Ve seen the
better than another? forsaken qu? [ you belieg woman smoking) or bamzor

_ God helps those who help thenmhewoin or meth?
14. A woman often sits neauy ¢opag?

against the Walk/Dorit WalK 19. How did you end up at this
sign or stands next tow and 17. Do you wonder why | ddn
holds pur hand. @ce | saw her give yYou anything? D you think R —
2 W From Creation to Contract
Laine Cunningham

Toll-free 866-212-9805

righteous?

Ghostwriting  Rewriting * Agents

Looking for an Artist?

find a great artist @... \.
e L

Are you an Artist?

expose yourself @ ...
_.The Raleigh Artist.com

www.theraleighartist.com

Proposals * Queries * Editing

Quoted on CNN and international media
Ghostwritten/rewritten over 200 projects
e f i

h\iuliﬂ H“nl'ﬁudl{d'l 'l;'l"\f
) Many More. Wermordes

Let our Chosen words say it for you
18188 LSRR ORI RS 8 ST L)

www.manymorememories.net :
. e Writing for every occasion. Vows,
Speeches, Sermons and Lefters.

919.294.9522
919.358.9726
773.454.0498
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corner? Ax you a victim of the your paents, bothers, sisters,just needed to get home. |
recession?i@you lose gur job? children offer gu money? belieed him and pvided the
Haw a mental eakdon? @ Shelter? @ they gie up on gu changeThe next time | was in
through a digrceWer yu in long ago? © you miss them?Pioneer §uae, | saw him again
prison?Would yu say guve Did one of them buy the we and he asked for bus money
had bad luck? @you belieg in looking ski jacket oy often again. | felt conned.uB again,
luck? wear? does it matter?

20. Do you look for wdk or hae 23. Do you wonder what goe25.When did ypu last get a hair
you gien up? through my mind when | seecut? Bthe? Eat?28& a doctor?

you? [ you knaw | feel sad, _
21. Ae yu, perhaps, aeteran? sorr, sympathetic, embarrassed®- Do you feel shame standing

A_casualty of the firstu War'?_ guilty, aggraated, and grateful?af that co_rnersometimes in the
Did you watch another soldieir, \OU Cae? cold or rain? Oare yu bepnd
step on a mine and getwitoup? thatWas thex once a time when
Do yu suffer fom PRost 24. Once, in kBoneer §uae, a you said to urself“l will neer
Traumatic 8ess [soder man stopped me, apologetic; siresot to beggint

Syndrome? you feel aban cee. He was clean andellv ,

doned ly your county? dressed. Bl needed money ford /- DO You beliee that, one day

, the bus, he said.i¢iwallet had YoUr life will impowe? [ you
22. Do you hae a family? ® pean jost, or was it stolene HhiNk about tomomw next

month, next gar or just today?

CHAPEL HILL, NORTH CAROLINA

MOBILE F00D TRUGK
* GATERING *

CONTACT US TODAY!
919-412-8603

OldeNorthStateBBQ@gmail.com

FIND & FOLLOWUS AT

RES R, e %

Mon thru Sat Tlam-10pm - Closed Sunday 226
111 W Rosemary St. Carrboro  www.carrburritos.com
www .blotterrag .com

WWW.ONSBBQ.COM
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28. Do think, but for th
grace of)(f)ilé,l clcr)]uld bue stoarndir?g The Dream Journal

on that ety corner | could be real dreams, real weird
seaching your eyes, tying to | Please sed excerpts from your own dr eam journals. If
connect? Andoy could be sit nothing else, wd’love to read them. We wont publish

ting behind the wheel of awme you_r whole name.

red Toyota RA/4; you could be mermaid@blotterrag.com
staring straight ahead,o@ing | Occasionally I hawightmags with no visuals - like the videoglay
my es, waiting for the light to| MY ti(;e_? brainhis on the frirt]z ar;]c_l only Ithe audio ;Nr\llighhquality lfe-ensur
51 thi : round if eer thee was such a thing - plays on anywéght to wake
ghange. | think that sometimes myself upbut I'm not eally ceain why What is so scaabout noiseg?
0. What cait | sleep though? tis not the 1948’ceak of a stair-bahor
the crash-tinkle of glasso Whispering outside my door can disturbjme.
Sill, something appantly quite forgettableeaps into the ew ecep
tive subconscious and loads itself onto tdedniae for playback in tT
but-not-least hours of the Kanorning. A soundtrack of fear with@ut
g the lights and motion, dhsters without form. And, agea ceatue
of habit, | whip my head back andtiazn my pillay, snarling theugh
gritted teeth, hoping that someone will shake my shoulder and bfing me
back to seaty embarrassed awakenness.

Grace M. - cyberspace

& 4 U CREATIVE
TPC/DCM18 OFFERS COURSES IN s . N Py
MEDIA PRODUCTION. FROM HOW - ) METALSMITHS
TO USE A VIDEO CAMERA, TO | — Kim Maitland
EDITING WITH FINAL CUT PRO; ) " . .
WE TEACH YOU EVERY STEP OF’- 77 v, \ 117 E. Franklin St., Chapel Hill
THE PROCESS. & & 919-967-2037
s 7\ 2 0 WWW.creatl\'emetalsuuths.com
@ F @ @ @ @ /I { T o2y Weekdays 11 -6 + Saturdays 10 -5 » Sundays 12 -5
J

ONCE TRAINED, YOU CAN USE
TPC/DCM18°S GEAR TO CREATE

YOUR OWN TV SHOWS, WEB f ° )\
Slaaeeos g roeeaste astone | ( Alternative
RS e menT s rReE Wine Shop
@@sﬁﬁh%mz CONTENT FOR www.WineAuthorities.com

0.0 BROADCAST! WITH OVER 105,000 No COY‘POYﬂtC
t VIEWERS IN CHAPEL HILL, CARRBORO,

& DURHAM... SHARE YOUR THOUGHTS WLWCS
& OPINIONS WITH YOUR COMMUNITY. No wines

HeMmE=CREOWN,HeO®E=MRPE TEGLEVISICN lover #50
the pecoples channel - 919/ 960 - 0088
DURHAM COMMUNITY MEDIA - 019/ 688 - 0018 919.489.2884
WOW.TUEPEOPLESCHANNEL.ORG \Durham, NC
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“Quedion An d An swer Session”

Theres a dead man in our midst.
S what happens w@ Db we call a nurse?

That doctortoo yung sugly to understand Thr ee b
what killed him®vho contacts the funeral y
parlor? Bould we just burst into tears and John G rey
let paticulars go hang?

And is this the time when mema@ets going,
woiking from that last glimpse of his face,

back though the gars, gathering information

now while its still fesh in our heads,

filing it in the font of our brain for easier access?

And then thess the house. ®we sell it?

Who gets the preeds? ithee a will?

Does he havbank accounts?His china
worth anything?8e, we\e all been in his
house quiteecently but who thought enough
ahead to take an emmory?

We dort know hov much or hw

little he has left to us. And whatinif our ransacking,
we unceer this man & did not knw,

a photograph at a beaelsat, arm in arm

with a strange woman, letters hidden

underneath the undeear a tophy

a se@t stash of liqupa book of Msonic rituals.
Who gets his sets? [0 we trash them all,

pretend thess just the manevknev

and not this other?

And why should &be his only mourners?

Are thee people out themot gathed

at this bedside whaew moe in his life than evvere?
We're just familyLook at our wn lives. t all we had
was familyhowv wed envy him his death.

We could all just leaygo back to oumm lives.

Or we could petend his hets still beating, go on chatting,
laughing at his bedsiden®could touch his hand.

One could kiss his cheek. ibble his chocolates.

Or thumb thiough his magazinEheres a dead man

in our midst. And our midst is nasponding.

www .blotterrag .com
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“On T he Fortiet h An niversar y Of H is Death Crossing

The Track s”

The poters ae still shuffling back and fleralong the platform,
cats orerloaded with the baggage of long ago

The patient sit on benches~

The estless pace thetditreaked waitingpom.

A few anticipate the har, others the shame.

The train is pulling out.
No pity on my account.

What do | cae if it was going south
and yure on pur way nah.

My grief is dictionless.
Your guilt should be also

A boy kicks a dog.

The dog bites back.

in the far pas of his body
another corpse, another Kijller

on this, our arel and salid anniersay.

If you were thee, then gure pat of the collusion.

In the café, aak coffee and stale scoreebaing seed.
Someone asks for hot tea and is laughed at fayubtes.

An old man is hunched up in a coyigs brain
an unwilling magnet for @y pinching, stabbing, aching pain

A young womaneads a thrilleas if thex could be

The depamg locomotie spe/s heaps of gray
through face and coete, tovn and railway station.
But it's black and white tfetome den through the gars.

than the ones whoush, who ar flayd under the wheels,

“Street En tertaine rO n A
Januar y M ornin @g”

Qure its cold and the wind is
whipping up the stet

but my guitar doe¥$rknow that
and my epetoire

is indiffeent to the wather

And then thegs my optimism,

figuring that the cap wibiblow away
because the good deniz of this city

will love my music,

weigh that topper den with heavy coins.

Theyre on their way to wor

I’'m their only sowe of enteéainment.
Misey, pain, boedom await

but I've a catchy tune of hope fulfilled,
a jojous ondeau of all the good in man.

Qre, Ive ditties of the bken-heded loser
the condemned killethe woman

beaten hrtally by a lover,

but hees your grateful clincher:

all of them a on my tongue,

not in your world.

Isrit it worth a quater or two

to know your life is not

as bad as the striking mihers

the jealous husbdsd

Others will taty long in burning hell
compaed to the modest flames

of your odinaly existence.

If not for fotune,

you could een be a poor soul
hunched up in the bitter cold,
stumming a guitar and singing

for his meager living.

Really world, a little germesity please.
Pennies. Anything. | dbrask for much.
It's cheap not being me.

page 11
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“Trick s”
a hear Thr ee by J ohn G osslee
tha is a
the diukle
of a plgue
ﬁgrggponouncehle “Num b”
a \acuum
?aisnunl_sr A of threads
dull
into a shine
a tutle
in the snhav
a Haz
without a tpw
“Micework s”
a leafsizd
cabinet
needled Wwisker
pellet
whip tail
squeaks

palm and nible
velet

www .blotterrag .com
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woiAg uag 1ybuAdoo

The Blotter Magazine
book publishing imprint,
PencilPoint Mountain

'S

and www .paintbrushforest.com

present 1ree,

a collaborative, all ages, fine arts book illustrated by members
of Paintbrush Forest, a group of artists from the Orange
County, NC, area. Proceeds from Tree support the Haw River
Assembly, a NC environmental organization.

Check out www.paintbrushforest.com to bid on the original
book art, to make a donation, and to order your own copy of

Tree.
Thank you.

page 13
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“Ten A ctual ‘Special De livery

Instruction s’ for t he Driver s on
Order s Called Into the Gum by’s
Pizza on Frankli n Street, plus two
because you'v e been v ery g ood”

(Ed. Note: Thank wu to the guys to us whenqu delier.

at Qumbys. [919-968-3278] 5. The passwdris Yacuum

We pesent theseeqsely as they 2. you guys & avesomelVe love

weke written, and, as usual, apot Dress up in a &mster outfit pokey stix!!!

giz in adance.) and dance to ‘d@ty Rock
Anthemi (do the shuffle)

1. can gu draw a penuis with the

words ‘Scotty doedn know” 7. fuck the police

belav it please

Final
Tidbits: Three days
without seeing LadyaGa in
any wayshape or form!t fakes

8. Easy on the cheese, please

2. could pu possibly cook them . :
. hteen hours to deifiom hee t
so theye not doughy? and feed. write on the bo a hedfelt ellzgast?rgzas?%rjt’g a'ilztymat.e T

i i i absolutely w&ing to get a &lys bar
free to put as much parm. cheebaiku on global warming iela bocue franchise bebecausesthe

on it as gu want. draw a tion to penis gmwth. best brisket ev and because occasipn
dinosaur on the bo attacking ally lwant to be rich. t’s not too late

. . . to donate to the good fight at
japan. with the help of gumb  10. draw a wizdron the bm wwwhlotterrag.com and still get a

i i deduction ongur 2011 tass. Wait,
casting a spell on the pizza yes it is, but do it anytpit makes

3. DRAN A DRAGON make it extra delicious! you smaer and mog handsome. An
children will like pu better Follow us
. on Twitter @blotterrag - tHatwhee
4. call whenqu arrie. can gu  And your bonus: we tell pu about drand music and
draw a unicorn on the x? ve other stuff goiron near gu. O not
. . near pu, but near whenou wish gu
hawe a bithday you rock socks. 1. Close gur eys, make a wish] wer. Ther ae still a fe days to get
Y i w i your contest engrto us. Type faster!
we lore gumly’s. and sing “Muy had a little lanib Bly a copy ofree published b
Pencil@int Mountain (wwwpencit
pointmountain.com), an imprint of
The Botter Magazinenic. What is an
imprint? Like witness pitection for
publishers. fdke a donation tbhe
Blotter (wwwblotterrag.com). i |
say that adrady? @ry. Buy a Botter
t-shiit while yure thee. Visit your
local independent booksptirelessly
bringing yu wods in sentences on
fancy paper in ptectie caers with
neat att Sop spinning in cales, ask
ing, “I dunno, what doou want to
do?” (pen a book, turn on som
tunes and argue about seme,
thing with a friend. Gt it?
Good!
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www .blotterrag .com
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Our Liv pelieves that |
YOU never Krnow. Per
ouilds up until you jus
tne ground. Occasi or
snop or near the fron
rlroooecl m;lclvérremrI/

5 e smngs nign enougn, she'll fly. rley,

ps all of that effort and nope and er 18ryy

—
n—l—i-ﬁ

Good luck!” sne shouis, dis
olaying tne tiny oit of pressed

copper.
‘\/er/ rn“,” | rnlvvrl/g ‘tell 'rler
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agout a penny. Notrmuch. But mayoe all off you doir)
Mmeans COrlerllI:'d stories and poetry and essays ¢
just mayoe, it's good luck!

Please pui C oorbeclrr non your norme page, and Blotier Magazine
in Durhzarn a3 your designated cnarity.



