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“Graduatio n Speed, 20 12"

Sometimes whatoy think ae \ery good, ely cleer ideas ddn
pan out as such.ve’always apgriated the term useglthe man
ufactuers of fieworks, and commandeelr ly the scientists wh
make nuclear explosions (somethese arielated in a &ird, cos
mic way)..izzle When the atoms dibrcome apanust the way
you plannedWhen it rains ongur Fourth of duly shindig.Fizzle
When she doesiaugh at gur joke. When yu choose a majd
Fzzle.

| suspect that many adwyhad grand plans, once upon a time.
did you? Has the current davnturri’ been going on so long th
it has paintedwer all of gur other thinking, spilled a nasty t3
into eery mixed-metaphorical drinloyve poued sincegu were
bright-eyd high school students drilling for thésy warade?
Really?
Or is this just a fizzle? A sequence of less than stellar ¢
based on @umstances that ofterer or appead to be out o
your personal comt;, folloved ly plenty of due-diligence, f
which the esults a&enh folloved ty moe enh with moe enhyet
to come? slthis hav use of the commemwhateer gained such
rhetorical ppminence in therglish speaking world?
| know that this is a terrible, absolutelyfgutly awful time to sg
these wals, but | doit know what to tell gu. Yes, is depessing

printing out what seem to be pointless and embarrassinies|

Yes, it is disappointing to look out the wingdat the world an
see such banalityndeed, people eachock-full of fairly crapp
advice Wow, that sue is a grat deal of student loan debt. | unc
stand gur discouragement, acknedge gur reasons for bein
worried. These a tough times. nii not going to g& you the old
standadt NPR essay comparison lisodrg all college graduate
but lets just agge that is not, sayas tough aa/orld War 1.
When he graduatedofn college in 1916, my grandfather
accepted t¥vhartton. The war in Hrope — a long time comir
and tuly no surprise to ange paying attention — intepted his
continuing education.f you asked him, he might leaemaked
that poofessors lectedt about America joining the fray becau
Wall Sreets fears of a total, exhausted collapse oltbpe&n
economy that was intolerable to thestimg communityOr how
the pess continued bludgeoning thisitania dum, the bagnet
ed Relgian babies, inder to turn isolationists into hawkse &lso
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knewv that those feles on the stools at the local saloons

mumbled that the elitigollitch prfessan the White House hag
better do something!

S Grandpa hedra lot of the similar stuff to whatuye hearing|.
And rather than wait to be drafted (a situation | hopenger
hawe to experience) he joined theviWand with his undergradu
degee he was made amskgn.

Now this eally happened.o®eone in what was then called
War Depatment noticed that Andpa had a degr and w

attending/NVharton, so they made him ahllical Gficer and almosi
immediately put him to wkrassisting with induction of wa
recuits — health tests, inspections, ellaepeat myself for the s
of clarity — tvas attendingvharton, so they made him aehllical
Officer....” (ot it? Les mae on.

Grandpa, all shiny andwen his officés uniform was g the
task of what is gently callehdt-arm inspection,” which is,

effect, looking at eachcuit and draftee for signs a@neeal dis

——

q

~

ease then giving aatit application of medication...or a shoguf|y

\
will. Grandpa tried to explain to the medical officer in chargg
someone had made a mistaket Hack to wdr, Ensign, he w3g
instructed, pu hae a job to do S he did just that. ele came
youngidjit with a case of something, andriépa gahim a shof.
In the peckerWith a needle full of some kind of earlﬂhzmzntu
ry medication Without the least bit of medical trainingiveGhim
a shot, wre the instictions. @andpa did.The needle bke off

in the guis...business. dd in his infinite wisdom cannot explgin

why G-andpa thought the shot was to berginto the mds willy
but thee you go, and therhe did. Awhich point the afflicted fg|
low sceamed bloody mder

“What the hell is wong with pu?” Gandpa was asked. “l was

Continued on page 15
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“\W hal e” “Actually | hawe good
_ _ news, | guess,” | said and
by Corinn a Gilley switched the lamp off again. I

got the joly

My father once saw @ressw of the lamp against my “Oh darling, gu did?
whale and | didnknow about ribs. “Mum, did yu hae an Thats fantastic!The sleepiness
it. appointment gsteday? ¢ that in her wice was gone and |
why you cait sleep?” smiled. “Od you aleady sign

The cell phone on the “Dont obsess, deane the contract with them?”
desk rang just asrdddway just went to the shopsThe “Yes | did, mum, gster

pulsed into flu@scent life out biopsy ish back et, but D. day For three pars. Il be busy
side my winda. | tiptoed @er Maik’'s anyway quite suthey too; Im aleady behind with my
to check if it was my editdout got it all out last spring. | don first aticle. I's about Dy Eye
the display announced mywen hae an appointment; le Syndrome.You knov when the
mother A \ery late-night call just call when theesults & eyes get grand itchy?”

from England. | shifted the me back. | got aery nice hat at “Oh, that happens all the
lamp to the @ok of my arm Debenhamsyou knav one of time to me! And ne | can just
and flipped the phone open. those flat ones with aocheted click on their wbsite and find

“Mum,” I said. flower at the side?lug. Dad what yu hae written! Rally
“Everything okay?” bought glees. How ae you?”  honey!’'m so poud of yu! You

“Hello, darling,” she said. “'m okay Busy’ | can keep th@om nav, so close
“| cart get back to sleepo | glanced at the lonely line on th® eerything!”
thought | might just call for acomputer seen. Qutside, a car “It doesit leae much
chat.” alarm vent off the noise muki time for anything else.”

“You cait sleepAVhy plying as it selled in the caion “Youll get used to the
not?” of high-rises. | tucked the phonpace. Aleast gu dort hawe to

“| dont know. Luist get under my chin, crawled undedo math or science'hé& gig
ting old, | suppose.” h® the desk and plucked the ctorgled. “Rrmember he dad had
yawned. in. The lamp lit up the spaceto help yu with that to getau

| winced fom the sudden illuminating the apple aeithat through Hgh?We vererit sue

had missed the waste basket lggtt would make it!”
~ 1 week and nw laid quietlyfod- “Ugh.” | touched the

Yy Jre Nomoris der for dust bunnies. fleecy bownness of the apple
et our Chosen words say it for you | K
www4mdhyMOrémemolrie;.nef = = Core Wlth my naked toe . I
ki Word by Word rememberd. My dad had sat me

Gy editorial services
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down eery Saturday for emedi “No,” |  mumbled. mildly successful muffler busi
al lessons in ewything he “Deadlines and all that.” ness in the outsksr of
excelled in and | éxaded. “Oh, of course, darling,”Blackpool, and wanteda to

“Most impotantly” héd mum said. You knav thats stat working thee so he could
stated pedantically'you must always theeality of it.”There take @er in a fav years. @n
remember to gictur eery- wer some noises in the line asdnt know what he wanted.
thing clearlyAn organied mind she shifted thesceier aound. Mum went on for a bit,
is half theent.” He would clear Then she continued: tNbig giving me all the dy details of
his thioat and earrange thenews hee.Wait, | suppose | did who-said-what and whatske-
snack he bught with him to meet Mrs. Rncyman at when. | imagined koher wice
eat while | would be stygling Debenhams We were both in Blackpool splinted into tiny
for answrs to his questionslooking for socks, | for dad andound pirls that scintillated
Then, inevitably his wice she for Allen. Canoy imag ower the ocean, dancing iorit
would dop and he announcedine?” e happily launched intoof a satellite who d&ed them
“Dorit worry about usingpace gossipl listened to herdm my to navigate ast®ds, skyscrapers
when wpu write. Well pay for desk-caw. and taxis so they coukhssem
the papet Fshing for socks in a binple in my phone. © maybe

“Well, you knav it does Mrs. Runcyman had confidedsomething akin to animal mag
nt matter nev,” my mum said that her bagl-chested husbandetism conjwed the pigls back
cheefully. “Did you celebrate?was at odds with their only soripgether after their oyage.
Did you go anywhef” Dan. Mr Runcyman wned a Shouldrit there be a delay

DORTON ARENA, NC FAIRGROUNDS, RALEIGH

DOORS 2:30 PM
OPENER BOUT AT 3 PM. HEADLINER BOUT AT 5 PM.

SATURDAY, APRIL 14

TRAUMA QUEENS vs. DEBUTANTE BRAWLERS
CAROLINA ALL-STARS s. OHIO ROLLERGIRLS ALL-STARS,_®

SATURDAY, MAY 21  gperyy

“GOTTOBENC ROLLERDERBYEXPO"  ~EVENT
6 GAMES - ONLY $10 - STARTS AT 10 AM.

$1 OFF each adult or child ticket, up to four (4) tickets.

F F 2 Ways to Save!
$ 1. Redeem Online by entering |2012BLOT | in the promo code box at CarolinaRollergirls.com.

2. Bring this Coupon to the Box Office for $4 OFF one (1) adult, or $2 OFF one (1) child ticket
ROLLER DERBY TICKETS Ik

Discount does not apply to special events. No substitutions or rain checks. Cannot be combined with other promotional offers. Limit one coupon per person. No cash value. No copies accepted.
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between her saying and me heanore than a bit ngous about it goes home to his house and a
ing something? all.” few squae inches of backgar

“...it's not like n has “Tell me,” | insisted. Ther is no other casual pond in
anything else lined upo nwwv “What whale?” his life. Only that one: a vefeet
Allen said he has to star a My mother yawned of water in a atular bed of cen
week, esn thoughrene doedn again. ‘I's nothing.Your dad crete.
think he eally means it, buby saw a whale in the pond.” “What was that sound?”
know Runcymans, and thst | crawled out tm under my mom asked, alarmed.
been, let me see...that was jusie desk and stood.de lamp “New lamp But dad
after dad saw the whalaveF hit the table with aesounding doesit see whales in ponds!”
days ago, | think.”H® dew a clang as the abyanked it back. “Why do yu need a ne
deep beath and yawned. | knew the pond. lamp?Whats wong with the

“Ha,” | said supptvely My dad spends his day i8van?”

Then her wals trickled his lab and the lecwrhall, | tried to contol my
through. whee he demonstrates witlvoice. “Maybe the swan vked

“Wait, what? @d saw a Ssyphean detion of the exis in my nurseg; mum. t looks
whaleWhere?” tence of the brain, the hiedhe silly hee.”

“Ooh, yu knav. liver and the stomach to texting “You knaw | bought that
Nothing. I's just that time is college kids.dgnetimes, he eatswan just aund the corner of
almost up for @n and nw that his lunch in the neglected weoduckingham &ace, ddnyou? |
| think about it, tene seemsed aea behind the science buildhink the queen might be able to
ing.There is a bench and a smadee that endor fom her win
pond. My dad sits on the bencldow. Well, some winda”
and eats his sandwich, and then  “I didnt throw it away
he goes back in. And then h&s not bright enough; | can
newer see my keybdaAnd it is

CREATIVE really not impdant right nev.”
METALSMITHS | was going to get this out of.her
Kim Maitland “Is dad okaymentallyANVhat
117 E. Franklin St., Chapel Hill exactly did he see?”
CHAP_FfL HILL. NORTH CARQLINA “_“_“_'9‘:162&?3_’176;55(1)13(’1?5.Conl Mum Slghed “H SayS
Weelkdays 11 -6 * Saturdays 10 -5 = Sundays 12 - 5

MOBILE F00D TRUCK
* GATERING *

contact us TopaY! || QRS \

919-412-8603 Nat

: ﬂ".‘. .
osiand
LY ]

OldeNorthStateBBQ@gmail.com

PIND & FOLLOWTS AT |20

Mon thrb Saf ilam-lOpm - (Iosefis;nday 7
WWWHNSBB"BUM 111 W Rosemary St. Carrboro  www.carrburritos.com
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the water stged to churn.” | managed to lumber intoing in its beak the small pink
“He says the water s#gdr another topic, and a minutdampshade that illuminated my
to chun?The pondwater?” later my mother said she wanteghildhood. The cod | had
“...and then he saw ao try and catch some neorwrapped aund its neck had
whale come out.” sleep She hung up and | unraeled like the spurious scaf
“Seriously? Bw does he slumped into my chair folding of my life, and sweyin
know it was a whale?” Pain took a stealthy holdunison with the fraad tassels of

“You knaw, it was gray of me. A hand cutyba knife the shade in the sudden eddy of
and | suppose he said it haslipping off a cawt, or a femur air. The red light pulsed off the
those barnacles on itethinks broken in a ski accident: thoserystal egs like a hear closed
it was a humpbackit ljust pains wr soft pillavs. This the door again and satwdoon
curved out of the water like theypain was visceral, spding the floor leaning my head
do and then it ent davn from all the same organs that magainst the closeteldnd the

again.” dad exposed daily to his-stuloor the swds fringe swayl,
“Couldnt it hawe been a dents. Miybe thét hav a swat and | knev its by ees, alig in

boad or something?” with a wby hilt felt when it the dak, were mocking me.
“He said it wa®ally big. impaled one liver; or the point

And it hit the water with its tailof a halbet that pieced ons q

when it vent davn. Brerything lungs amid the cheers of @t -

got wet.” in billowy desses and featr CARTOONISTS DRAW THE LINE
“Did you, | dort know, hats. | hugged my knees to r BRI

do something about it?” chest andacked, latching on tc
“It's fine, darlingt’s just the aimless triangles that me:

one of those things.ddt tell deed oer the computer s@n.

him [ told you.” With sudden fare, the* |
“What things®hy caft neon sign bele my windev (g ol

| tell him?” flicked its brighted light into A‘Feam",.n'g,two,k
“He wouldit want any the nav dak room. | stopped‘ i ‘

EDITED BY CHRIS SPARKS

”Alternatlve
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“ ” with the dexterity and determi
Essay nation of a &1y stern dentist,

by G in a John son just as ¢l been taught to ddly

sweet, somehat elderly teacher

Ed. NoteWe asked Mshhson tothe teachers. tll I definitely be beamed and said, itf@, hae

take a swing at writing an essaywotth the gas money you considerd being anriglish
us on what'stlike being out taer teaqher?” | smiled back at, her
in the wdd of student loans, | remember the momenthaving always wanted to teach

major declation and the etov- | decided to be amBlish major somethin@nd thought, Well, |
ing hunt for a ceer We also It was not a dirstormy night, it do love books...” not fully
asked an esteemeafepsor towas not the best of times andnderstanding thatwmg books
gade @ds papemand that m- cetainly not the worst, and thewasi necessarily a usefukejr
fessor wisely told us to stop beidgais stick not thiteen but requisite for being annglish
silly We thezfoe feelery good about tvehe fifty-two | was a major

about the state of higher educakinght yet naie high school sen Like any good rglish

in our nation. Mone who say$or who was udly pesenting student knwss, egry essay must
that we'e not rhanufacturinig her homwork in front of her haw all of the apppriate pas:
anything good in this cowntfifth period Hglish literatle an intoduction which states
needs to takeaad trip to a col class. @nhytail bouncing, | onés thesis, appximately thee
lege ton, hae a seat in one of thenthusiasticallyewealed all of body paragraphs each with a
coner pubs (theyin egly collegethe illusie literay devices d’ clear topic sentence, and atizear
towvn) and listen to the kids arktracted &ém the assigned texconclusion mbably beginning

ahorriblenoise.com moo.szionsldimons
A LT Icicicic D\0\0\0\ IIIIIIIIIIA
Lo e e i
| }! cioc o0 !} |
C . /IC IC o\ 0\ . 3
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R A
= 3
L il
O O
A A
D d
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with “In conclusicghjust in case inspie other bright gung stu an English major iseally really
you thought the author may belents just as someesly some had.
about to make another comwhat elderly woman did for Our young heoine (me)
pelling point. Essentigllfrom them. This is the parof the enters the housd&he parlor
the time most of us arold story right befoe bad things seems kind of nice in an old,
enough to understand thastatto happenThisisthe open intimidating sarof way; she has
“essdymeans writing a lot abouting scene whertwo yung always led antiques anécog
something qu may or may not teenagergcklessly devoff into nizes a f& of the homie furnish
understand, &e encouraged tothe sunset for aeagkend alone inings. | could stay leeawhileshe
use this foolof formula to the mountains, laughing andhinks with only a note of hesita
produce effecttvessays, ang bsinging along to the radithe tion. But then, suddenly off to
the hundeds. What they doh happy intoduction that Be her left, a noise!h& stupidly
tell you is that this formulalso could neer be bothed with. investigates, and with little
isrt necessarily a usefidpqui Despite the cries of our audwarning, finds herself coraér
site for being annglish major ences, normally in the form oby the first of many strange and
There ae pobably a worrisome pants, v enter the terrifying ceatues: Bitish
hundred stories that stathis creepy old house off the beatdRomantic Aithors.
way..tales of brightoung girls path, i.e. the study ohglish lit Having surived coumnt
falling in love with literatug and eratue. me will emerge victo less feading quizs, a fawrite
composition in high school andgious, ponytail still bouncingtorture device of riglish teach
dreaming ofeading Bulkner on and with light still in their &g. ers at exy leel, she faced the
the quad at any number of uniMost of us, heewer, well.... beast with little feaHowe\er,
versities, hoping to someday Thesis tatement: Bing she found herself completely

page 9
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unprepaed for its wrath. Qote King would deam up (and tioning poperly) she encoun
the last line of “Line¥Vritten probably has), whererything tered a fev old friends. Rliewed,
Above Tintern Abbey?” Kplain you love turns againsby in the she dashed up toukklebely
William Bakes eligious beliefsworst waySe bolted fsm the Finn, an old southern gentleman
and their origins? &dnewhee room, narowly escaping withshé& spoken rather pleasantly
on campubhn Keats is quoted her GRA still intact. Bt the with a fev times in high school.
and which linedt quickly fight was noter Good ol Huck, havewer, had
became clear that the books and  Along her cautious sefar changed. Gne was his inRo
poems she had sedd were no through the house for an escapenceYears of abuseoi \ark
longer pesentWhat began as a(the door she entt the houseous  disgintled Teaching
stioll through their pages andhrough labeled @ADEMIC Assistants had turned the child
verse was mo a tale t8phen ADVISING was no longer func like classic into a disturbing,
homosexual pedophileheSran
from him as fast as she could,
only to find William
Shakespear one of her ewy
faworites. Qurely she thought,
this god-forsaken house cannc
hawe gotten Will! But, alas, the
playful old playwriglt best
works had beereduced to those
of incest, abuse, and... copyright
infringementThe horor!

FHnally she found a door
labeled AR HISTORY and
gladly turned theoom full of
pretty paintings into aetreat.
Though she had to occasionally
re-enter theast of house of hor
rors, her littledom in the back
corner seed \ery nicely as an
escape when she neededhg. S
found a fer treaswrs hidden
among the uins of the things
she used toVe...a leely oom

www .blotterrag .com
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of African-American pogtstill Sometimes it wanted her ®i  dations for graduate school

somehw existed, skhed away terpreet the pompt it gae her; applications and dbrwant to

in another corner no oneeev other times, it wanted to hebite the hand that grades them,

botheed. And, Bgar Allen &, answer the question exactly asiih a sens&Vhile yes, an &glish

really quite at home in thisedr asked it. And, while most of theegee will hang on my wall, the

ry place, happily skulked thé&me it despised the handy litti¢hought of epeatedly teaching

hallways during her secorehly formula shd pefected in high the beast thatiucklebeyr Rnn

in the houseThough eally she school, occasionally it woulthas become, or worséeat of

wondeed, what could this placecold her harshly for ignoring itDarknesshas successfully sdar

possibly do tod®he was sad toThis ceatue haunted all of herme away ém being an &glish

see him go (though glad to be riclasses, ew ceating conflict teacherinstead, someddywill

of the incessant rapping). between her and her bedol at hand my kid a book and say
Howewer, not een Be histoly over a misintergted “Here. Read this. And enjoit.

and her hiddenoom of ar metaphor that therglish beast Dont you go inferring anything

could help her keepagting the would hae loed. knally she and doft you dae tell me gu

worst ceatue of allThe English had enough, and locked hersébund &sus in ther some

PaperThis beast was impossibi@ her ar room for good. whee.” Meanwhile, If just keep

to pleasef it asked for 10 pages, Conclusion: | am terribleplaying with my paintings.

sometimes it complained thaat conclusions, but being afheyre much quieter

there wash enough in her 10 English major...no, nevmind,

pages, that she needed to stufflidnt help with that at all.

more in thee someha Other This is my stgr | would t

times, thex was too much stufimagine thexr ae many like me,

in herl0 pages and she neededdo scard to speak up becaus

get rid of some of it, while stilthey like me, a in the pocess

maintaining the length. of acquiring teacheeaommen

_______________________________________________________

1 B 88Q(8&%))

_______________________________________________________
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" . " Transit cops didnewen sa

The Deviland Donald Trum p please Whﬁn thBowers \,e,ey
hit, and people listening to
them hadh panicked and a lot

As Rita watched, theone-for-him-or-herself kind of°f Vs vere saed as theubble
motorman lumberd  back thing like yu got in other and dustcame um.
through the first car cging his cities. Rita, &m Gamecy, Rita stood, to follo the
stick, that ignition key-slashhad her earbuds in anqurel Others, then took a peek out the
accelerator tool of his tradee HNut Zippers shuffling so shdfont glass. Knuckled heesy
appaently hadi abandoned all couldrt hear the craziness. ike Bugs Binny waking, befer
hope. Therfoe, although all “S’go,” said the motor he took a whassupdoc oarr
hell had boken loose andey- man. The shouting stoppedcN®mP Thew, in the edge of
one fom New York was talking and people st&d maing. 9ht from the subvay car was a
or shouting at ewone else, Had he been conductor h&%@n. A man as thin as if born
and eeryone not fomThe Bg might hae said “Eeryone !'OM Pipe cleaners, dancing a
Town -- and thesfoe ecogniz Move To The Back G The Nappy Jig back and foracoss
able ly their wide-esdl fear of Train.” But no “Hease.” kher (€ tracks, skippingver the
the fieak-she and lame clothes'Please,” because that woulffd rail with abandon. &t
and worse haiuts and whatev haxe  spooked  ewone. ISt thought: homeless, crazy
er - clung to their led ones, it “Pleasé meant the end of thef00l- ~®cond thought: e a

was not the madhouseegv world, hell feeing oer soon. 900d dancer Broadway good,
like Gregoy Hines. Mybe it is

; , Gregoy Hines. N, she

The Blotter Ma,ga_zm,e S amended, khes was deadhis
book publishing imprint, nut on the tracks was picking

PencilPoint Mountain things up and tlwwing them --
and www .paintbrushforest.com trash and scrap and such -- all

the time dancing.Then some

present Tree, thing hit the thid rail and it

spaked and banged like gun
a collaborative, all ages, fine arts book | Shots and Rita saw the dascer
illustrated by members of Paintorush | face. @iling teeth fom ear to
Forest, a group of artists from the
Orange County, NC, area. Proceeds
from Tree support the Haw River
Assembly, a NC environmental organi-
zation.

Check out www.paintbrushforest.com
to purchase prints of the original book
art, to make a donation, and to order
your own copy of Tree. Or find us at
many fine local Triangle retail locations.
Thank you.
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ear Byes as black as a grav
Like an imp The thought CONTRIBUTORS

sprang unbidden into her mind. _ _ _
Sawn of the damned, dancing Corinna Gilley of Hewitt, NJ writes, “After studying for years the

. . . behavior of slate-colored boubous, marine iguanas, and dancing
gaily aound in the C train tun honey bees, | found that my true alliance lies with the whales of

nel. Chl_y in New Yo_rk, she Melville, the lycanthropes of Russell, and, yes, the five frogs a
mused Wl'Fh peerse p_rldeThe single sentence squished to death in Cannery Row.” Ed. note:
creatue piouetted with awful Personally, I've been raising rabbits and chickens for years.

glee and tossed a handful of rags

on the spés and a fi staed, On Kurt Einhaus : Kurt has always had a passion for art.

Combining that with his interest of science fiction and fantasy,

bi”OWir_]g geasy SmOke-The his work involves expressing related themes in a fine art format,
||9ht_3 In th_e car _f“Cke‘d and contributing a new angle on the subject beloved by many. Born
the imp pointed dectly at her and raised in Cincinnati OH, his influences include both classic

Ritds neck chilled, as if sudden and contemporary, ranging from the works of NC Wyeth, Jeffrey
air-conditioning had come on Jones, Phil Hale, Ashley Wood, Egon Schiele, and more. Kurt's
in this old caras unbeliable in work is in many private collections throughout the United States.
. . Check out his website:www.kurteinhaus.com. Ed. note: We
itself 6_‘5 the bouncing demon on appreciate Kurt’s illustrating our little piece about the NY subway
the rails. A touch on her system as we remember it from the early 1990’s. Good times,
shoulder made her exhale in a good times.

silent nightmar soceam. Her
neck snapped amnd as she

squered tight to awid widing

Gina Johnson is one of our interns here at The Blotter and was
a very good sport when | asked her to “write me something,
wouldja?” And by that, | mean a very generous person with her

onto her avss-trainers. time, because she was simultaneously working on grad school

“S’'go You dort need applications. That is what we call “multi-tasking.” | am not so
nothing like that getting itsey  skilled. | mean, | can cook eggs, and | can cook bacon, but if
on you, hey kid?"The motor you want them both, pick up a fricking spatula, OK?

man hadﬂj'tumed' A last glance Phil Juliano suffers the slings and arrows of all mankind, only
out the windw and he led her  tarther north than you or I. Or is it “further?”

down the train and out an
emergency exit up to theestr

v
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The Dream Journal

real dreams, real weird

Please send excerpts from your own dr eam journals. If nothing else, wd’love to read
them. We wont publish your wh ole name.

mermaid@blotterrag.com

Seeping in on addday morning one doésxpect to be able to tehback to Peamland, that ask
ing too much. ukt a little peace and quiet, the sound of springtime rain on the deck outsid, |the r
still dak with cutains pulled, and nothing out teemn the horan that desperately needs doingadjl
still hutts a little fom last night — nothing wibrtelling hee — and th thinking about nothing in paf
ticular that will lead me to agoletermined place and timeouwh gummed upmust hae been sne
ing, and that little debate one has that discusses the finer points of getting up and legisyg one
closed while shuffling to the toilet to take the edge off of the btaddst staying herfor a little
while longerno emergengcyo accident waiting to happen.
A flurry of colors and images rattlingusuad behind my @jids, what a luxwyiit is to not mee, not bg
statled into full-bleavn awake. Blalarm, like @y other day of theeek, esy other day of theesgr
No roommate (@ars nineteen thugh tventy one of my life. dNneighbors with radio blasting dar-
washing habits€grs twnty five and twenty six.) N gadener with a leaf Mer (thity-one though
thirty-three). M diapers to change (foone though foty six). @ course, Il be called on to asgst
with any aset-undone honmweork. Thats to be expected.utBight naw, right hee, somehg my
entire family understands that occasionally | need a small, ineXpeakiv his is living, this is style;
this is elegangetbe mileto quote pith-helmeted Lioneffiies.

S whee is esryone else? dde they gone to cheh? [Od they eat lmakfast? | am a bit peckig¥hat
did they ha@? $ thee any left? Can it beheated? h8uld | get up and see, maybe do the dighes’
Run a load of laung®? M face is badly in need of araand a sheer wouldft hurt at all. dst five
more minutes.

EIC - cyberspace

Final Tidbits: Well, it turns out thatgu can go home again,tsaff so that gur sister can @v
you a smack upside the head and demagithation about heeading habits. Consider it done, my.dSae
reads all st of stuffnot just nonfiction. ldy hey - for allgu who lee our Oream durnal, thisune the Loft anddper
Darts ae collaborating for adkhern $aik project cented aound capturing dams. @e piece of the ent will featuz a
loop of submitted videos of people talking abeainus theye had.You can ead mae specifics about theeatzas a whole an
the submission pecess at http://wwpapedats.org/blog/2012/4/6/invited-to-eam-big.html. &far thelye had a fair number o
submissions, buteawvould definitely like mar Anywhoo, go, bupyr Dad or Gad a copy ofree published Y Rencil®int
Mountain (wwwpencilpointmountain.com,) an imprintTie Botter Magazinenc. What is an imprint?t's that médg you leae
on a college bathom floor whengu forget to use Comet Cleanseryeweek like gu pomised gur mom ypu would, pu gub-
by fellav. Want edemption™ake a donation fbhe Blotter (wwwblotterrag.com.) W a Botter t-shit while yure thee, vwe're
almost out and want to place anotherchloder And, as always, visiuy local independent bookstofaithful to a fault an
with plenty of air-conditioning!tdp spinning in cales, asking, “I wonder what Kim d&shian would @ar in this humidi
ty?” Qpen a book, turn on some tasty tunes, eat a slice of watermelour, Dall y h&s got some questions about la
weekend forgu, and gig someoneoy like a kiss, they deseit, and if they ddnwell, you do Got it? God!

www .blotterrag .com
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Continued from page 3
lowing your instuctions,” heeplied. Why did you give the man a needle in the...why did
give him a shot the?” Legend has it thata@dpa shugged at this pointWhere else woul
you give a man a shot but in the place that needs it? Right? Longshostafter some dis
cussion, the officer in charge of assigmaugdpa to the medical corps was embarrassed
knowing thatWharon was a business school, not a medical schootpadgaswvas apypri-
ately eassigned as supply officer and assistant paymaster to thehaitas. P
Is thee a point he, other than the tip of a need€ll, you neer knav what egnts ag going
to occur to putgu on the right path. And dbfet cicumstances bullpy aound when gu
get out thex, because that will happenot yet it. Dorit rush to get in that perct positior
and grind the old mill. Bke a little fun with the first jobsly get whenaou hit the seet. And
metaphorically speaking,egtie world a shot wieeit needs it, ifou ae able.
Back to | vent to college (back when it wefened to as just that, as in thgoihto college|
isrit that good n@s? @d, we wer so worried about him. eHhad almost no other
prospects...”) &were coming out of a period of rampant inflation arettlyrinto aecession.
| didnt know at the time but | wagw lucky to has the job | did. ©course, when lemt into
college, | was lucky that an institution of higher learningevawiding to accept me ($gust]
say that | wa%rvery studious in high school, shayv | took courses, learned to stivhde
friends with people who | liked to talk withill &lk to them all theseegrs latenWe agee on
a lot of things, and disagron many mer Maybe in the endenall grasp the singlattr that
life isrt permanent. | ddrknow.
But hees the thing — and thels no getting aund it — yu hae to go favad anyway You
hawe to go look for something to do and fiadrything,” and hopefully it will be epgble for
you to do, ewading in some fashion. yMsuggestion — because it wdulmt a graduation
speech without one — is be nice,lthzd a pleasant change for most of the worldeare
ber the wats to one of the songsrfryour childhood. $an oddly named feNcnamedranni.
Come on. fag along with me.

=~ V70O

or not

Willabee wallabeesw...
An elephant sat on me...
Willabee wallabee woo...
an elephant sat ooy

Garry - chief@blotterrag.com
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