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“Sleepin g I n”

Seeping in on audday morning one doésexpect to be able to teh
back to Deamland.Thats asking too muchust a little peace and qui
the sound of sumnténe rain on the deck outside, them still dak with

curtains pulled, and nothing out teein the horan that desperately nee
doing. Head still hus a little fom last night — nothing wibrtelling hee
— and Im thinking about nothing in pacular that will lead me to aepr]
determined place and time.olvih gummed upmust ha® been snoring
and that little debate one has that discusses the finer points of ge
and keeping oiseews closed while shuffling to the toilet to take the
off of the bladdeor just staying hefor a little while longero emergency
no accident waiting to happen.

A flurry of colors and images rattlingugnd behind my ejids, what a lux
ury it is to not mee, not be stded into full-blavn awake. Blalarm, like|
e\ely other day of theegk, esty other day of theegr No oboe lesson
like when | was ten and @evyears of age. dNoommate (gars eightee
through tventy one of my life. dNneighbors with radio blasting car-we
ing habits (gars twnty five and tventy six.) N revenge of the gaener
with a leaf bler (thity-one though thity-three). M diapers to chang
(bright and early ey morning fom foty one though foty six).

Of course, later on todadyl be called on to assist with anye&gigdone
wolk aiound the houseThats to be expected.ut&ight naw, right hee,

somehw, my entie family understands that occasionally | need a
inexpensi beak. This is living, this is style; this is elegaheenhileto

guote pith-helmeted Lioneffties.

But | really cahmake myself igneithe laundrlist of tasks befmme on
this day ofest. | can fae my egs to emain closed, but the list flas
itself on my lids likenfi sitting at a business meeting —&kemeone ha
turned off the lights and placed a foil on tlggeptor (talk about old
school, gu custy bastdl).
Inside: thex ae dity socks on the floor wieel diopped them prior tdg
climbing into bed. Nt nasty diy, not fraternity-house dither stinking
moldy dity, but yestedays socksWithout getting upl dorit know how

much actual laungiis on my viual laundy list, but assume a load, ma
two. Dishes sit in the sink wkdrplaced them be&bedtime: my coffg
mug, a small plate that lately held my peanut-butter sandwieliloor
could use aacuuming. The bathoom sink has toothpaste adorning
While I'm at it the bathtub and toilet might asllvget sebbed. That \ery

attitude of bh, well, wash the bathwni earns me no points with Khes
suspects that the batbm would nesr be cleaned if | wadorced to at
spearpoint. & this isfi true. | beliesr in paying peopleny well to wash
bathiooms. Theres nothing like a stint inaBicTraining to turn a felle
off regading push-ups, standing in line, and washingefzon.

Outside: the chickens leaaleady been let out of their hutch and into
run, but need feeding. | shoulohrto the st@ and get a bag of feed 4
some cracked corn. | wish that | could let them out to scratch for g
but thee ae nefarious things afoot and awing. Raccoatsshrulde
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hawks with wingspans likekés diving on the Aoiza. M little flock
would be, wll...flocked in no timeThe lawn needs ming. | dort know
if ’'m up for that. | stepped on a stone that hopped up into my flip-fl
the irritating way that little stones do in flip-flops making them the
impractical footwarimaginable. Anyhpif | mow today| can thow the
clippings in with the chickens, they like to nibble them and pick o
seeds or critters that cling to them, and as the clippirigsysweten the
litter on the floor of theun. Next spring, | can st&l out the top inch g
two of the un and put it in KS \egetable gaen. | ead sonmehee that |
must do this a month or so befehe suws, so it has time to settle and
burn the seeds or plants. I'tlnow if this is actually a botanical issue
it sounds right. Mybe | deamed lead it somehee. | need to fix th
deer-netting aund the egetable gaen. The deer ddnlike the potatg
plants, but they come land take a bite anyway out of curio$iten they
turn to their mates and say in deer-jargonef'@omeale a nosh on this
Struth! You ken lie on it but it tastes loike shite!” And all the other
hawe a polite bite — what else can they do? - and fmefdmaw it, thee’s
no potatoes. And | need to get toknam the gutters — the lasivfehun
derstorms hawlavn a lot othaeeiand they dohflow. No, those & not
little maple tees gwing in the feile soil of the guttersThose & tulip
poplars.Yeah, these need cleaning.

It is so quiet.

| wonder if the Calinals a& playing this afternoon or tonightaylide it
not too late to ¥ a little fishing. | could dig some worms.c&ich a f&
crickets. | could buy some bait, white dh the way to get chicken fe
Thats a good ideal he trunk of the car is so full that if | go to get chic
feed, Il hawe to put it in the back seat. As longnagilimping stuff intg
the shed, that shenanigan needs to be cleaned out or bumeahdoll
give you een odds on which.

S whee is egyone else? dve they gone to chehr? [d they eat laak
fast? | am a bit peckish mys@hat did they ha? | wonder if theris
any left? Can it beleated? h8uld | get up and see, maybe do the
es? Bn aload of laung®? M face is badly in need of araand a she-
er wouldit hurt anyone at all.

Please, just vmoe minutes.
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The Botter Magazinenic. (again, a
501(c)3 non-pfit) is an education
concern. Qr primay inteest is the
furthering of ceative writing and
fine ats, with the magazine being
means to that endVe publish in
the first half of each month and
- enjoy a fee ciculation thoughout
€the Sutheast and some other plac
too. Submissions aralways &k
come, as arad inquiries.
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Qubscriptions aroffeed as a pmk
um for a donation of $25 or neor
Send check or moneydaer name
and addess tdhe Botter
Qubscriptions, 1010 &le &eet,
Durham, NC 27705. &k issueser
also aailable, 5 for $5npuire .
same Y e-mail:
chief@blotterrag.com
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CAUTION

We don’t have the time for

psychological romance. No

romance, no romance, no
romance for me...
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“Why P ublisher s Will Tell You An ythin g ButThe Trut h”
by M ichael Le vin

As the publishing indugtgath contolled dataegading the sale lishers dohrepot their sales to
ers in NMw York for its annual of wheat, with about as littleBookScan, so ifour book was
trade she, BookEpo America, honesty and transpacy So sold out of a garage, whether it
theyre discussing @ything whats an author to do? your garage or someone '€lse
except the one piece of informaFrst, they can go to BookScan,y@u wort find those numbers on
tion authors cra& how many sewice of the A.C. MIsen swey BookScan. And BookScan also
books they actually sell. company Bookscan is the pri doesit count sales of ebooks or
There is no equalent of gold mary meansywhich publishers books sold for the Kindle ok,
recods in the book publishingget sales data, which they ueeother devices.
industy. Thats because salewhen considering whether to bugtmann knavs hav many books
numbers & almost impossible taa nev book fom a peviously it sells, but it wontell anpne,
come lg, and the numbersoy published author Amann not een authors. Amann does
can track don simply cannot bemakes Bookscan dataikble to offer a sales ranking, updated
verified. individual authors for theimm hourly of each book it sells, but
Publishers ar loath to pvide books though its Athor Central those & rlatie and not
accurate sales figsyfor twoga program. Sounds geat, but absolute fig@s. In other wods,
sons. One is that they dén BookScan i&rpefect. the book ranked 100th on the list
want authors to kmohav many Bookscan meassrsales for onlymay outsell the 101st book &
copies they sold, so that thegbout 75 peent of the book factor of 10, but qud newer
dorit hae to pay all theoyalties vendors in the hited 3ates, know it.
due the authorsSecond, theése including Amaan and brick- Ewvery book published in the
embarrassedy thov fev copies and-motar Barnes & Mble United $ates thés offeed for
most books sell. stoes. S the numbers pointsale though bookstas or
Publishers condt sales data thetowad the successé¢of a gign Amann must cayr an ISBN
way the former (ﬁlet Union book, but dot provide pecise number and bar code.Youd
— | sales dataOn top of that, most think you could track sales eat
small, independent book pubtime by punching in those num
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Aninvestigativereporting, wiiting
and mamiseript editing company

wepwsubrosaedito s oo ofcorm
10.240.4845

Followus on: 7 T E b 20

x|
| 3

B fi
. ' X e . ¢ W Live Music
‘ W s e - = - X =% )! Back Pati
s\ \\" From Creation to Contract - ] J o \ . / .‘* IE,!" _18, 10
) Laine Cunningham s .'_" I ‘ UldEO Lames
Toll-free 866-212-9805 . (', ¥ ¥ “* Dance Parties

. Karaoke
Drink Specials

Ghostwriting x Rewriting ¥ Agents
Proposals s Queries % Editing

5 Fiction & Nonfiction 3
; Quoted on CNN and i al media p ) B 3 o - 5
0 ; Ghostwritten/rewritte; projects ! - t thepnhoaolk E
k- Twenty years of experience "y '] .com ’

www .blotterrag .com




Septem ber 20 12

bers, the same wayuycan track on. If the publishers cowirthe From a publish&r standpoint, a
delivery of a EdE package. data, hov do yu knav that this perfect world would be one
Wrong again.Sales data is in thetime theyre telling pu the tuth? whee thee ae no authors at all
hands of the publishers andnother aga in which publishers- no one whose hand needs-hold
booksellers, and they taerly dupe authors is in sales of righitsg, no one whoseyalties need
arerit turning over critical infor to other entities —to be paid, no one who calls
mation like that to ammye. foreign publishers, translatiomlemanding mer action on the
You can always catlyr publish rights, or book club saleMajor maiketing of their books.irige

er and ask momany copiesefe publishers may or may not sprirwriters emain a necesgavil to
sold, but that msumesoy can kle a little Book ®The Month publishers, their strategy has
get though their automatedClub money ingur account, but been to commoditzwriting and
phone ansering system.you hae no way of kaing hav  thus drie davn the cost of get
Unfortunately you cait. much yu really desee. Same ting a book written. If a pub

An author is icome to demandthing is tue if they sell copies irlisher has to build up an author
an audit fom a publisherbut bulk sales.Their attitude is that as a brand, the publisher is actu
good luck. tIs expense&y and their business is none ajuy ally inceasing the amount of
time-consuming, it brands thédusiness. money that author needs to be
author as a hothead, ancerevIn shot, theres eally no way to paid for his or her next book.
audited numberseit necessari knov hav many copiesoyve But if writing becomes fungible,
ly wotth the paper thég printed sold. there will always be a plethora of

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 1

DORTON ARENA, NC FAIRGROUNDS, RALEIGH
DOORS 2:30 PM

OPENER BOUT AT 3 PM N
CAROLINA BOOTLEGGERS vs. CINCINNATI SILENT LAMBS

HEADLINER BOUT AT 5 PM
CAROLINA ALL-STARS vs. CINCINNATI BLACK SHEEP

ADVANCE TICKETS, GROUP DISCOUNTS, AND MORE INFO AVAILABLE AT:

CAROLINAROLLERGIRLS.CO
o F F 2 Ways to Save!
1. Redeem Online by entering in the promo code box at CarolinaRollergirls.com.

I UpTo |
| |
| $1 OFF each adult or child ticket, up to four (4) tickets. |
| 2. Bring this Coupon to the Box Office for $4 OFF one (1) adult, or $2 OFF one (1) child ticket 1
| |
| |

ROLLER DERBY TICKETS on game day.

No substitutions or rain checks. Cannot be combined with other promotional offers. Limit one coupon per person. No cash value. No copies accepted. Expires 11/17/12.
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scrieners sufferingoim low self- ing. Authors nev go diectly to smat, theyre having the usual
esteem willing and happy toheir readerships without thepanel discussions onwhao
write any book on any subject fantervention or disingenuousnessearrange deck chairs and keep
a fav thousand dollarsOr exen of the New York publishers. theTitanic band playing on.
for no adance at all. Business pfessors call this pheAt the height of the economic
You can only cheat authors for stomenon disintermediation,” collapse in 2008, iBon &
long befoe they decide to fightthe elimination of the middle Schuster editor ighael Krda
back. Fghting back doe$n man. Publishers hano egad said that the publishing induystr
mean caating a tent city calledfor authors, as demonstratgd thad veatheed difficult storms
“Occupy BookEpa” It means their mushoom strategy when itbefoe, and it wouldh be long
that authors @r inceasingly comes to mviding accurate salebefoe eeryone — publishers and
abandoning Bwv York and data, and Y the decline in the agents — would be back to having
instead publishing their book$ees they pay authors to writeinch again.
themseles, via Kindle DDect, books. Wrong. If | were an editor
Lulu, Snashwaits, print-on- You hae to wonder what they attending Bookipo America, |
demand companies, and othealking about at Bookfpo wouldri be making luncheser
means. It's neer been easier t)America. If theyre smar the vations. Instead, df leae early
target niche mkets via Gogle publishers artalking about whatand head to at&8bucks wherl
AdWords, Pnterest, and industries they can find jobs ian wok on my esume.
Facebook. The stigma of self-now that the traditional &w
publishing is rapidly disappearYork publishing model is on its t

last legs. But since they arit

Cocal @adias.
C@Erm,> Sy
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MEDIA PRODUCTION. FROM HOW
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GONTAGT US TODAY! | 55 G BRR  aGln
919-412-8603 | ;s oroRS AT o SONEET T

VIEWERS IN CHAPEL HILL, CARRBORO,
OldeNorthStateBBQ@gmail.com P & DURHAM... SHARE YOUR THOUGHTS

& OPINIONS WITH YOUR COMMUNITY.

HOMmME=CREOWN,FO@E=MARAPE TELEVISICN
the pcoples channel - 919/ 960 - 0088
DURHAM COMMUNITY MEDIA - 919/ 688 - 0018
VOB TRHCPECORPLESCHANNEGGL.OREG

FIND & FOLLOWUS AT

WWW.ONSBB(.COM
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Fiv e Minut es Wit h: Michae | Le vin

Ed Note:We sent ingpid and tal thought, thas who | want to be of yours has done thabty wish
ented Laine ubningham out towhen | gow up It's the only you had done ireal life.
get the stight stuff &@m a eal thing Ive eer eally wanted to
pro. This is what happens whelo. ML: A character ifthe $®cratic
two type-A writing personalities sit Method had aetationship with a
together for a moment: LC: What has beeroyr geatest character based on a female col
a-ha moment? lege pofessor of mine, with
Laine @nningham: ust what whom | was deep in wequited
made pu slightly crazy enoughML: | published a one-sentenceve.
to want to be a writer? letter to the editor offime
Magazine back in 1973, whenlLC: Will you eer get aund to
Michael Levin: | havno other was 15. The topic was ehry doing that one thingWhy or
maketable skills. Kissinges ascension t@&tay why not?
of Sate early in msident
Seriously it was when my &l Richad Nixoris second term. IML: I'm married.
read me either Ask MBear or can still ecite it: “Mr Kissinger
Winnie the Boh, when | was alends a touch of class toesyv LC: Faworite writing tool?
little kid. And then in that or unclassy @ministration.”
fourth grade, & saw a filmstrip Seeing my name in print, inUsed to be the pen. ol it's
on authors and galleys and so agmething as mighty dime audio dictation device. l{dnpus
and | knev thats what | wanted Magazine, gaune a sense that 0S-2400.
to do with my life. And thenmight just ha® a shot at living
when | was 17 | saw some posteny dieam of being a writer ML: Shae one habit or person
in a London bookster with ality quik that, if you were not a
sketches of famous authors, antlC: Name one thing a charactesriter, might hae gotten gu
locked up long ago

ML: Wow. Great question.

Biueyology 101% ¢ the biues
E;iheatwca\ and musical St/ of the DILEs!

By, -
A Opo 5[/}'
S5y, Yon ¢
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Sealing BAmpers dm the 7-11, that constantlyemind me | will
because since | kawno other newer amount to much, em
maliketable skills, | would havthough | aleady hay amounted
had to get my babies disposalite um, something.
diapers someho

LC: What one guestion hayu
LC: Shae fie minutes ofgur always wished someone wou
writing day:Your first fie min  ask pu?
utes sharpening pencils and
adjusting gur notebooks; or theML: Would you be willing to

Word by Word

editorial services

SHARON KEBSCHULL BARRETT
AUTHOR, DESSERTS FROM AN HERB GARDEN
AND MORNING GLORIES (ST.MARTIN'S PRESS)

SKBEDIT (@ SHARONKBARRETT. COM

HTTP://S HARONKBARRETT.COM

Thorough copy editing,
reasonable rates
for authors, helping you get it just
right before you contact
agents or publishers

last fie when gure feeling that relocate to f&ngri-La, be our
flurry of ceativity end with a new leaderlive foewer, and be

flourish; or the fie that a8 most married to the 27ear-old dne

notable to gu. Wyatt?

ML: Hrst five minutes: spentLC: What would wpur answr
convincing myself that gally is be?

worth trying to keep writing,

that someone will like it, thatML: I've been waiting fooy.
someone will buy it, that some

one will enjg it, and thus igner 3
the negatie wices in my head

www .blotterrag .com
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Paper C uts: Books You M igh t Not H ave Read
by M arti n K. S mith

Mightier Than the Sword: A Kyokushin Karate Coming of Age Story
(Nathan L igo, Ligo I nk, 20 11)

Ewery once in a whileoy meet ing squats, knuckle push-ups ariceedom of egpsion andegdom
someone whose character is stups...| kne thirty consecu of emotion...@Wee gien noelr
superhumanly large that it lesvtive one-minute aunds of full- gious ingiction, and &/wee not
you plain dumbfoundedThese contact, ba-knucklekumité taught to see the ldi@s argne
peoplesall-abund drive, disci [practice fighting]. A photo inelse told us it was meant to be seen.
pline and accomplishments 8o this book sh@s him at a karatelnstead, our innocent &sser
incredulous-making that, held demonstration: he has leapt intoecame objects of eetest pise
ing yourself to comparisonplyy the air and kicked his legs outyhenexr it became clear that w
want to just sawell, s@w it, | each one straight, avfelegees wele looking at the \wbwith our
cart eer match this. | might asbore horibntal. Ther is at own two e3s, and sehing for our
well hae myself stuffed andast six feet beten him and the ovn understanding of why things
mounted in the dtumal Histoy floor. At the time, he wasme\en wee the way that thegev..My
Museum, in a glass case withdheking age gt. F youve eer instinct was toust and become
Cro-Magnons and all the othe&rondeed what goes on insidelose to my teachers...| was natu
hominids who got left in the duilke mind of one of these humanrally inclined to anticipate what
by Bvolution. Nathan Ligo once supernweas, this book is a goodny teachers wanted and igito
carried a barbell on his shouldegsiide. them beferthey asked for it, and |
all the way up fandfather He is the son of &vidson was innocent of any inhibitions
Mountain, to raise charityCollege pofessors. élwent to a against doingso
money Hed recently spent two private peschool that they andWhen he hit public school,
years in one of the toughesteeral colleagues ran, véhére though, that kind of behavior
karate schools on the plangék. ‘focus enhanced his innateslto didnt go over too vell with the
first-year studerd morning learn and to connect, intellectuother kids (canoy saytéachées
training session [was] a fast sely and emotionallywith his pet?”) Mr did the fact that he
kilometer un folloved ly three elders. was a little guya late gwer,
sets each adpe-jumping, jump “We wee taught éistic ceativity with “a 1osy-cheeked baljace
and feminine deep dwn es.”
Divorce, emarriage andef
remarriage added to theess.
He alternated schoolears
between the two wens whes his
paents nw lived, so each fall he
was alway#hie nev guy in class.
His father g ewer moe
absorbed yoWife #3 and their
nev set of kids, turning away
from Ligo as if &m evidence of

an embarrassing past mistake
page 9
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(very possibly encouraged in thiworld, with an ente subgemrof him, and ae@commendation let
by Wife #3 / $epmom #2, who books, mueies andnangacele ter fom Choi peceding him, he
seems to havtreated Ligo the brating his caer The ninjas in flew to Apan and st@d in on
way salt #ats a slug.) the Bond filmYou (nly Llive the pogram.
In the meantime, lok become Twicewere all trained Y him; Ligo lets eaders kivo up fiont
interested in karate; and, lookin@olph Lundgen had been one othat these memadairstiucture is
for classes in his early teerfss students.To become one ofnot linear He describes them as
found the Chapel i dojo of his personally selectezhi deshi “a cokscew tightening in on a
Song 60 Choi, who taught aor “live-in disciples;” to stay inseries oferelations.” | describe
form knavn as “Kokushin.” t the Young Lions Brmitory them as kaleidoscopic. Each
Is an intense and \perful style, attached to hi$okyo dojo, and chapter touches dao at a differ
meant for full-body-contactgo though the 1000-day train ent point in time, causingesy-
combat. \When yu see videosing pogram under his dict thing thais gone beferto efract
of people lmaking boas and teaching, was a tough goal tato a diffeent pattern. Youre
bricks with a single chofhats attain. (8rviving the full thou reading along aboufopic A,
Kyokushin, or Kokushin- sand days wasevougherLigo then in the next chapteoure
inspiled.) The training is riger relates many cases oid®d ribs, tossed back @ar or so and learn
ous to beynd exhaustionThe blacked es and knockoutthat while A was going on, Affair
philosophy has aafig monastic blows. “ld been punchedyb B was also happeninthen you
bent, equal ptg monk and war Yamakage, at least in the hodwgnd in the middle of A and B
rior, demanding spiritual aglv and its a none too pleasant expand starhearing about hwolssue
as physical discipline. Ligeeld rience. 5 got a malformed fistC was affecting both of them;
it. He thew himself headlongfrom a pevious injuy so that his and so on. m a linear kind of
into training under Choi, with first knuckle prtrudes an easyguy maybe fsm all the muaer
the deam of someday becomingentimeter beynd the secondmysteries lead as aoyth, and |
a student of Chasi uncle Ms one, and whenoy get punched found this act a little héto fok
Oyama, the man wilodeetl by him, you get hit § just that low. | still kept eading though,
oped Kokushin some decadesne knuckle, and it smashes inteecause | kept wanting to find
earlier you like a ball-peen hammier out what happened nex¢gad-
Mas Oyama was a first-rankt nineteen, with sixears of less of whatev odd spot that
celebrity in the méal-ats Master Ch& training behind “next might land. He left the
dojo 400 days shaof the thou
sand, butetained Ms Oyania
trust and espect — ho did that
happen?The business with the
barbell and @ndfather
Mountain — haw did that come
to pass? &v would the maga
zine he dramed of sttng, Budo
Karate llustated turn out?
Would he graduate dm
Davidson; would hisomance
work; would things shake out
between him and his dad (and

www .blotterrag .com
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nasty &pmom #2?)The per plasma that spilled outivar fill There ae characters likacfjues

sonal honesty in his writingny wadd...” Sandulescu, mentor to him and
makes inquiring minds, andProse like this — and tlesrplen early student of B Oyanis
heats, want to kne. ty of it — may makeanic hip kidnapped § the Nazis fom his

He's passionate abouegthing, sters to snicker; but all the wayatie Fomania as a teen, for
not just Kokushin, and his pasthrough | got the sense he wasaslae labor in a coal mine, waer
sion shimmersdm the writing blowing fancy smoke; that this cae-in cushed his legs; rather
like heat mirages.oéms of the was him speaking hisutin. than let them be amputated, he
Romantic era, I&lley and (And irony gows wearisome bound them up with wér and
Wordswoth and Be, esonate with ovemuse, and anyway at ageoth flom a stolen matss and
deeply for him, and get plenty dd2 I'm too old to pass as a-hipescaped abake coal cathen ly
guote time. ¢ capitalis phras ster) incredible effds made his way to
es like Conscience andher ae inteesting incidental safety behind Allied lineShere
Conwention in the 15‘-centuy details, such as the wiags of ar some pointeegtmaks on the
Romantic style, because for hitne dojo hierahy and the high state of American karate:

theyre actual metaphysical ently formal natug of dpanese cen “I couldft understand Wwo any
ties and not mer concepts. versation, m@& poprietous and self-especting [lkde] magazine
There ae long passages of setlepotmental egn than the ser could un pictues on its v s of
analysis, internal monologues sénts at Dwnton Abey (Like out-of-shape-looking guys in bla
self-disceery (which personally Ithat stoy of the Eskimosun tantly staged action poses...A
think couldve been slimmeddreds of wats for sne, Bhpanese Japanese yskushin magazine
down some Y a moe asséve has, for instance, eeal aried might she a fighter getting
editor) Smetimes heepeats phrases fottfank yu,” each one knocked out, and it would be clear
himself: the phrasepdwer calibrated to a diffent social sit that the ble delieled was aeal
pooled like primalial soup uation. He footnotes that one, thanks to thesaty and the
turns up twice. H deams English speakers who spend tindur, and that impossible-to-fake
dreams and sees visions: in Japan miss this range obok on somesnempact-disted
“Under gay winter skies cytthe options when theyeturn to face at the moment the lights go
silhouettes of college buildingsErglish.) There ae plenty of out. Back BRIt was accustomed to
the naked twigs of\idsds oaks, Japanese terms, of course, almebtwing fat guys posing in multi

| ground my teeth as epdike too many for me to keep up withcoloed kaate unifans, one
white-hot lev olled dan my

spine and off my finger and

melt the soil behind me into-sn

dering &nches dbleanic glass...

was the only college student

campus to coaigilate himself fol

his ability to walk ass camput

without dawing attention to him

self ean though on the inside

was staggeringotigh the knee

deep sludge of the melted pl

around him...The hunehbt steps o

my vision @e bon in the figr hot
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snaling with his fist touching thef calm and defence. | doh from the bottom again, and |
other gtg/face, and the other imiloubt he still has that delv wondeed if that wasnwhee |
tating the facial egpsion of semeéhough. He cedits Kokushin was at my best: beaten to the
one getting punchedr iiRe, hav with saving his life as augh; ground, fighting to clamber to
ing been thein the hekof it all, and he has a vision ofwhat my feet, and efusing to be
Black Rlts content was a laugmight could een help epair our defeated.” @er people can
able symptom of the fantasy-bas¢idnal spirit: inwducing other look for shds to jump Nathan
American méal arts establish youngsters into its discipline ofigo will always look for awe
ment. self-sacrifice and self-whedge barbell and a me mountain to
(Hmm — nov why did | think of might raise up generations @hocary it up.

Sewen ®agal all of a sudden?) get serious about giecting

Ligo lives asund hee navadays, Mother Eath, respecting her

with teaching dojos in Wbham peoples, and aatly practicing 3

and Chapel H. | see him sorme the principles of Bmocracy

times at Ban Traders (capital “D,” of course).

Coffeehouse ontfd Sreet, the ReadingMightier | dorit think

one with the big blue awninghe would exr mean to intimi

He is huge. ‘i®ad-shoulded date or belittle us sofa-spud types

In his case is an understatemeby. his passion. ¢4 a better man

he looks like he could easilthan that. With people like him,

moonlight as a radad-bridge their drive is first and femost

abutment. K carries himselffocused on themsess Theyll

with an ease ofasat paver com always be theirwm fiecest

fortably contolled, a bullda coaches, feeling that theyehte

guided l ehet gloves; and his work ten times as hhbecause

conwersations, whenv& oer they hag ten times as much tc

head them, ag always in aice owercome. *“lI was fighting up

The Blotter Magazine 'S
book publishing imprint,

PencilPoint Mountain
and www .paintbrushforest.com
present 1ree,

a collaborative, all ages, fine arts book illustrated by members of
Paintbrush Forest, a group of artists from the Orange County, NC, area.
Proceeds from Tree support the Haw River Assembly, a NC environmen-
tal organization.

Check out www.paintbrushforest.com to purchase prints of the original
book art, to make a donation, and to order your own copy of Tree. Or
find us at many fine local Triangle retail locations. Thank you.

www .blotterrag .com
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The Dream Journal

real dreams, real weird

Please sed excerpts from your own dr eam journals. If nothing else, wd’love to read
them. We wont publish your wh ole name.

mermaid@blotterrag.com

Stting on the Bck of thedymust be hawired into many of us so that i weed it, if the dum
stances arright, it can play totoas scato a deam. Mhe is in an old dineone of the moms dm
the steet fom my childhood is the waags, she brings@i& and a paper straw but the paper is
soggy and | ask for a plastic bendy-straeplace it.There ae other bgs on the stools next to mir
sipping, playingekpanding snakeith their straw wrappers, listening to the juke. 1 darwhat
ten people tell me to do,” and the Ibext to me saysé neithet and the others giggle as'sftihe
first time they er heatt such a thing.

The waitess brings my frieSheyre steaming hot, thickedlges of potato as long as ten-penny
so | dort dig right in. Looking left and right, | see ad plastic squtbottle of cooling catsupnd
the waitess hagtired to the kitchen so | damsk her Maybe the song is affecting teax Another
of the bgs pipes up'...anyne with half a brain kae its about a girl.t'$ always about a girl.” A
it is, too, always about a girl or g legerything of use to our emotionsegthing of alue. Now Otis
pines for @orgia, and | can imagine that he has walked so far out on the dock that it looks
now, only thee ae no fishermen or hooiz-gaers or people who th breadcumbs to seagulls o
their with him. He is at the far end, placing him as distant an Fancisco as he can be with
actually jumping in the baygper When yu want to feel sgrifor yourself - becausewake lonely
- you do that kind of thing.

Alvin - cyberspace

500N
e.

nails,

nd

ike a pier
Ut
but
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Foun d P oetry : Stuffedinad rawer , an e xerci sein
doggerel, i n so mewhat slackjawve d awe oft he style
of Sir W illa m Sc hwenc k G il bert

Indeed, gu ae the model of a moderndtish Major,

all the eading and the studying actually quite danger-

ous. A paper cut can be so deep that it can get infected

so yu coak befar the poper doctds tests havquite detected it.

Squinting your es in light no brighter than a cocktadding lamp
Sumbling inadertently davn the handicap folkaccess ramp

You while away the hours tripping inkgds and lanes and such
rather than strapping upwyr boots, walking without a papartch.

ThoseNortonsare so largeoyr shoulders get an awful cramp in them.
You sit in cagls eading, readingeading — seem to camp in them —
and when @u do go outguve nothing much to say to ame.

Just knaving that pure eudite is not the same as having fun.

You keep a journalbpour side but ner write a thing in it.
Your novel is unfinished anayr poety is full of shit.

Youve taken ongur characters quiteeepy personalities
“Theres nothing fine,” she said leavingth' your peculiarities.”

Now who yu gonna talk to whermyre old and kind of asty-like?
No one will want to heabouthe poemsou read at open-mic.

The wlumes bought tbughout the gars sit buried in a coat of dust.
And aint it just a tad pathetic living afuy grandmia trust?

You wory hawv that the litergr world is going den the pot,

but all your quoting Chaucer ishelping; no, i eally not.

A Milton lectue makes a normal person want to kill himself
For fools like gu this seems a corner of a rather special hell.

www .blotterrag .com
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CONTRIBUTORS:

New York Times best-selling author Michael Levin runs BusinessGhost.com and
blogs at http://deathofpublishing.blogspot.com. He has written with Baseball Hall of
Famer Dave Winfield, football broadcasting legend Pat Summerall, FBI undercover
agent Joaquin Garcia, and E-Myth creator Michael Gerber. He has written for the
New York Times, The Wall Street Journal, CBS News, the Boston Globe, the Los
Angeles Times, and many other top outlets. You can ‘like’ him on Facebook
here...www.facebook.com/BusinessGhost

Ed. Note: OK, this one’s not really “found poetry” except in that sense that we actu-
ally found it after having lost it. Only we didn’t really lose it. | mean, it wasn't like it
was a treasure that we put away and forgot and then wondered desperately where
it was so that we could, oh, | don’t know, take it on Antiques Roadshow, make a mint
and retire to the Hamptons. It did, however, strike us as something that it would be
interesting to illustrate, so we found artist and Blotterfriend Jacquelyn Briggs of
Cary, NC, and she was up to the task to create something a little “Punch”-like. So
look at the picture, read the poem, look at the picture some more, and have a smile.

Phil Juliano is a pretty nice boy, but he doesn’'t have a lot to say. Phil Juliano is a
pretty nice boy, but he changes from day to day...

Final Tidbits: I'm tired of thunderstorms,
attack ads, lefters, couponingeality shavs about people
who ae famous because theypeen oneality shars, mildevy
towels at the pool, celebrityvats, and tests of the emergenc
broadcast system.oilt they understand that when thevpogoes
out, all the tests in the worlaedrgoing to get their imptant infor
mation to me? Q well. $op gumping aound and buy a copy of
Tree published Y Rencil®int Mountain
(wwwpencilpointmountain.com,) an imprintdie Botter Magazine
Inc. What is an imprint?t's what gu find on the still, cold chests pf
suburban &attlites who take aw®kend jaunt up into the mountaing to
seach for @squatch. &ed karmaeparations? #&ke a donation to
TheBlotter (wwwblotterrag.com.) W a Botter t-shit while youre
there, we're almost out and want to place anothecmader Visit
your local independent bookstokind and gentle people that they jar
Sop asking,What is the capital oeR and what is that insect
buzzing near my ear?’péh a book, turn on the local jazz statio
hawe a fosty Bp-Ice, call gur Sster - shig the one wfegoing to
change qur nasty diaper wheoure eighty-sewn, and g some
one yu like a kiss, they de&eit, and if they danwell,
you do, doit you? @t it? Good!
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