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“Notes:Stay at h om e, Dad”

There ae some thing®oy dort question. & example, &we had a giraff
in our living pom for @er a yar Four and one-half feet tall, plushor |
most of the time,’# worn a small car blanket.
The giraffis existence is not a mys{&nta). That it is in the livingaom,
well, thals whee it is. Letit go

Then again, therae things gu do questionWhy am | buying a beex

bottle of wine, a bottle of champagne, a bottle of malt liquor ancusor
and sean oranges? And why do | needeighvthe orangesXEeriments
designedybfourteen gar old scientists can be a bit trjcioh, weigh them
right nov? They hae a scale in thequluce section of theogey stoe.

Lefs go

My life as a stay at homadbhas @hed. When | took the johit had no
place on aasume, no societatognition, was a punchline inesalstand-
up acts. A decade lataell people th a SAHD and % no big dealOh,
they sayGood forgu But what dogu do nw that the ds ae older?

| think about my evised place in the world; at first blush it seems sl
lesseleant. Lis almost as if myle as a pamt ten gars ago has wit
ered. h, I'm in the family wallet, buink’ not cash or edit. hstead, ith

more of a Bckbuster videental cat. Once upon a time, | was diap
changer bottle-warmerfood-mier, baly-bag carrier Sriously vomit
wiper | held the toubled sleeper in my arms until they saftlyned to
Nod. Not so long ago that wasow! sit outside on the swing while th
do home&voik. The daffodils | planted on quiet autumn mornings
blooming.

| do a lot of eading, @sswat puzzles, writing, sucking on lemoopdr|
and checking my e-mail, as | sit in my car waiting to pick themnuy
school, chars, girl scouts, karate, oboe lessount) goup, church choir
gymnastics, student counailcapellgroup. Life is often about waitin
patiently

Truth is, they still need me, they justidagliee it. dist wait until v& hae
to fill out FAFSA forms.

I had hoped that ewthing would get easier when the girls got okl
many things areasieThey can take @of themseds. They dort always
want to — and | need to tell them what to do about the same amg
when they e little. The epetition is sometimesidtrating, sometime
humoiwous. I'm not kidding, '# time for bedThe alam is going to go
tomorov at six AM and ifoy doih go to bed woyoure not going to g
enough sleeplumbled under l@ath eply:Really Dad? Des that line
reasoning &vwok?

And my ars of demonstrating irapsig off-the-cuff knwledge watchin
Jeopatly has at least end=hme to them during homerk time. | may
be a nit-wit about what is in style Berombie and pstick, but In the

| assummikeep warn.
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go-to guy about @ysseus and thegdbpes or he to constuct a mobile o
what a ribosome does. And | maké&typgood glasses of chocolate milk
I'm always waiting in the car when 'tejone.

My girls hag accumulated a fair amount of wise-@figourse,eMae yu,
Dad. We lee that gu still make our sandwich for lunch and washyo
laundy. No, nqg you empty the dishwasherureyterrific at it. That is an
excerpt fom their nev play “My Girls Feed Mt a Long Line ofud.” All

my doing.

S | hold the eleatnics hostage and make them empty the dishw
Then, load it back up againwe®p the tint poch. | tell themf you lea®
the laundr on the flodfm going to bag it up and hide it in the wbbear
a lot of fustrated guff about “being unfaif cae, but | doft let on. Life
is often unfair This is lev-impact unfair

| make themead eally good bookst dnly seems mean.

Old chestnut: kmptonite to 8per-Dad is that first timeoyr daughter saj
drop me ofiver heg, and tur davn the adio What do | doAWhat choics
is thee? | cayron. And she right, anywayl’'m not paticularly cool.

riffle through the XM-radio channels and occasionally stop ontteg|fo

station. Thats 194®, as in@) Saffod andTommy Dorsey I'm not sue
why

Theyre smar Theyre beautiful. They eat theiragetables. | watch them

with their mom doing haior, god help me, makeuphey shopwithout
me, of course. | get it,dally do | am not a good shoppexept for go-
ceries. @, I'm geat with goceries. @ the other hand, | was unagvaf

and

We often use Bobco fonts, copy
rightedshaeware from the
. Church of the 8bgenius.
abob We also use 8y Bne
Antique and other émvare fonts
from Apostophic Labs and othe
fonts fom other sowes.

g
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rThe Botter Magazine k. (again, a
501(c)3 non-pfit) is an education
concern. Qr primay inteest is the
furthering of ceative writing and
fine ats, with the magazine being
means to that endVe publish in
the first half of each month and
enjo a fee ciculation thoughout

r

asher

PRINTED WITH

SOY INK|_

the time commitmentequied for going to the mall to find a pair of blgckhe $utheast and some other plac

pants.Theyre one expedition awagrfr ditching me, | kne it. But | cart
be ditched, noteally Right nov, they hae no moneyNot to say | didh
expectnything | just didrt expect uselessness to kick in so quickly

There were no books on it when | began, but Ivkribat a SAHD has t
hawe a plan for when the kids become modestly self-sufficrentngied
ering the follewing options:

Even moe daffodils. A people-pulles-with-cameras amounto You can
see it on googlemaps.

A Masters in Liberal &t | hae no idea what thieally means, but it da
be all bad Will there be snackd®¥ill | acquie an exdite-ness that heto
fore eluded meWill pretty co-eds sit next to me and ask me questior
“did you knav JAck Kerouac?”

Write an egn longer neel than Poust. se ety letter in the alphabet
lot. | can do it.

Dont ask me what a ribosome does. | used to bl forgot.

Garry - chief@blotterrag.com

too. Submissions aralways &k
come, as arad inquiries.

Qubscriptions aroffeed as a pmk
um for a donation of $25 or neor
Send check or moneydaer name

and addess tdhe Botter
Qubscriptions, 1010 &le &eet,

Durham, NC 27705. &k issueser

also aailable, 5 for $5npuire .
same Y e-mail:
chief@blotterrag.com

$ like,

S

CAUTION

We don’t know how lucky
we are.
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Tw o short-shor ts
by J am es Pounds

“Close mcounters my book tote, my fingers gripera.” | slawly withdew my hand

ping the latex ptective caer of to shav her the latex-encased
“NO PICTURES! | said NO my nev Nook readerThe way Nook. $ie looked at it, then back
PICTURES! she was staring at me, | was afraidme, seemingly aryeal.

to withdraw my hand. | flashed a
She was not unattractiv but weak tea grin, which felt neor The bus pulled to the curb at 5th
those une#nly S. Thomas like a grimace, like my skin had\venue and 82nd ti&et. &e
Caribbean blue ey ver boring shiunken aound my skull and turned on her 3” heels and disap
into me with so much foe | felt was theatening to rip at thepeaed though the hgraulic
as if a huge invisible hand wasvisible seamstr&s does thatdoors. | watched her fade into the
pushing me back into the bus me. | could feel a solyadread sidevalk lunch awd. Later that
seat. Be stood with her legs widef sveat woking its way den afternoon, dentown, | saw her
for balance against the bus swayy left side bm the armpit. @ face peering dm from a bili
hands on her hips like soraek] | mention | perspé podigious boad. She was peddling high-
Tar swashbucklerflush with ly? class jselry and was afously
Prada booty and @&red nails. somebody famous.

“Hawe we met?”"tlwas all | could
My hand foz within the cavof manage under the@imstances. But me, Im coming homedm a

long day of draining cadas and
“You paparazzi scumbagsmar  filling them with formaldelue. |
petually follawving me. h my cart wait to get home and take a
face, undéoot, in my bathwvom, shaver and get the smell of that
in my bedoom...” junk off me.

“Mdam, Im an unddakefis
assistant. | ddreven avn a cam

344 Patterson Avenue (behind Krankies)
Winston-Salem, NC

108 HenderSon, Charel Hill
~Povl, Darts, Games, Art

¥

336 / 7946736

>Z0

UPS T
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“Exit Srateg)” bearing. h not that stong, Well, Ive had my eyon that It
Lord. Belieee me. Ve done a lot tle bmunette that ligs the next
Been wdking on this sailboatof good, but Ve also done soméblock aer, and I just kind of
now for six months and gity not-so-good things tooYou wishing aloud, Ldr I'll leae it
much hae the keel laid.n a know. at that. ke got two gars. A lot
preacher Y trade and nev was can happen in tweegrs.
that handy with tools. a8ing My neighbors havbeen scoffing
souls and raising money is what me for stéing this poject.
I’'m good at. Bt I've been hear Hell, we live in Albuquegue,
ing this small aice of ®@d for and what kind of fool builds a #
the past gar telling me to quit forty-foot ketch in his ydrnn the
with the raising funds and stamhigh dese¢? Ive been talking to
building this boat. E told me Noah while | wde. Hes the only
I've got two gars. l¢ said He one who understands the
bringing another surpriseridicule. Bit because’styou ask
ing, Lod, I'll get it done. —
Well, I told Hm, you knaw I'm a Rl %
man of the cloth, but that kind of'm also worried that iby bring /4% ”'““"” *x”“fffl;"s‘#'“°""“f,‘fﬁ;“5%~;ﬁ
talk scags me, Lak I'm feeling a another flood upon the Harl ﬁ % vh L
little like Moses herand want to dorit hawe a companion to take «  £=€ 3§ & §
ask why mewur $n een asked with me. You remember @&a ’ VN
you to take that oss he wasleft me lastgar do you. Lod?

p’\

ted by members of ’f’h;\
_— Orange County Ar‘rls‘rs Guild; NC
0, ; pu e S

FromPencilPoint Mount ain Books
(an imprint of The Blotter Magazin e, Inc. )
“River: a Community of Artist s
Explores the Meaning of Nature.”
We’d love for you to go on over to
i WWW.SI-NC.Com www.paintbrushforest.com and pick up a copy or

two. We're pretty sure you'll love it, too.
Sausage - Seafood

. SUB ROSA INVESTIGATIONS
{fwe don’t have it, we'll order it for you!

W Marilyn Fontenot
° Y beer g i, 197 Vickers Road
0 Chapel Hill, NC

Mon-Sat 9 am—6 pm 919-904-7442
919 942 2196 www.subrosa.editorsproof.com

100 W. Main Street, Carrboro

. ‘ ;'. | % .,ﬁ._'_'—._ | ——
CLIFF’'S MEAT MARKET
QUALITY MEATS
Beef - Poultry - Pork - Lamb
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“this m akes me very u ncomf ortabl e.”

the thought of gu looking at me. touching me. i take my glasses off $seean
play dumbwhen i lie dan. to sleepwords pour out of my open e#’s like pure
drowning. he says. then begins canstn on another set of lies. our friends tell
me. both haw to pull their wn weight. i negr talk to any of them again. i wish i
knew what pu thought about all of this. defiance gathers in the back pockets of my
jeans. sleep magnets pull at mlidg. stand alone outside andewast. a

kindred pain in sympathy with theathera nev friend dies. his belblue. it has
been ages since purple has graced myadneir colors bead up and fly away

with the wind. i practice being bling turning all the lights offhen turning my
computer on and ofthe brief light deflects off ngtinas. causes a momeantar
vision. like a common enough miracle. theepof suggestion deydoskepticism.

I'm retooling my body for sudden impact. skin no longer feels like my friend. he
would close his ey befa taking into me. the age ofghlly surges of electricity
power amps the wng way sign. theae no connections with this and anything
else. keep this abstract@o gort hawe to ely on subtéuge.

“Poem”
by Cla udi a Roya | Coleman

We're concerd in a she;

We're born in a sher,

| suspect edie in a shér

A snake sheds its skin

In a dy crackling sher

Of pale pasthment left on the gund
For a child to find, to bring home
And treaswue and marel

At how fine and delicately nkad
It is, so clearly imprinte¢y b

The self it was.

www .blotterrag .com
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twoby G aryL undy

“I't hough th ome was withy ou.”

i remember saying. or writing. i feel likefinally home wherm with you. i was
wrong. after all. home feels like the absence of solace. engaupk#inder plot
of the sea. i always forget to turn the radigtaffio fifty-four discdistoy
reinvented for nostalgiaoly ae closer to god thanwywere yesteday solution
accompanies doubt. the two men die alears yatehe laughs when M®you
escapes my lips. late last night i listen to gy peatling on the radione of the
poets wices sounds like stevie nicks. suddenly i am swimming in cecairse dr
i've neer done cocaine. harce has that take me to bed quddityi dort.
instead i sab at the magic mkaar drawing gu scribbled allver my bodythe
kind that wants toemake a persoonynger and sexigkefinitely thinnerin the
candle factgrhot wax bleeds ailes my chest. i writhe in the pleasof ypur
touch. een as gu touch someone elseemty years ago i coultthawe imagined
this life. nav i cart forget it. i negr emember him with his clothes on. his
midsection coming @am on me. a l@ of fists. heemains angrat no one in
paticular emaciated angep thinks it can ptend flatter kindness.

[

Mon thru Sat 1lam-10pm - (losed Sunday - 933.8226
111 W Rosemary St. Carrboro  www.carrburritos.com
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Ar tist's Statemen t -
“Ice Statio n Z ebra surf acing for at ransmi ssion”

by Ri chard Van | ngram

I’'m obviously in a mood andlabor
hawe been in one foregks, if one It does not exist to benefit just a
monitors my posts. Withoughts Jsus — and the man did teadlew, but it is a tool, like a ham
are still in ceatie flux as to whatthings that a meaniniyl, exen mer like a painthush, and it
will emerge as @&sult. Matters if you ae not inclined twad the exists to benefit allWe hae
such as this, for meganreighty religion allegedly founded on hisecome slag to the mongyo
and, just as much, umglictable. teachings —e3us, when facedhe requiements of a baly eg
S, | am in a state of existentialith overly legalistic people, oncalated and out of comir ece
discomfor and dissatisfactionsaid something of immensaomic system that is seen as an
with many many thingsn this value: “Man was not eated for end in itselflt is as if a carpenter
world: the gmwing disdain for the &bbath, the&bath waser saw herself as existing towallo
science; the deeping hatd for ated for man.XWe ceate things the hammer to function and sac
democracy; the tensions lestw of value or see things of alue rificed most of theest of her life
human rights and those whdecause they benefit us — thatirsorder to sese the needs of the
want an urggulated absolutistthe spirit of the law or any cukurhammer And this is beynd
capitalism... or absolutist anyal item or intermtation. insanity: it is actual evil, the
thing, without nuance, without destuction of the possibility of
any mind for histgrand cicum The letter of the law is of no useeal ceativity and a ity human
stance, humanijtynecy to us and tends to kill us, enslavife.
us to it, and that is not theason
There is a loss of anything akin tare invent these things or findHammers, economic systems,
real ethics on a dad scale —them. The economy exists tdheories, @n gold ha no
decisions being made piecemdaénefit us, all of us, to somatrinsic \alue whatsoew Thats
ad hoc, all for the sake of @umeaninful degee: it does notwhy we designate therthings
selfishness and desperation,exist to be sed as a false deitynd not people.” Bople a the
country of staving dogs fighting or as something neimpotant souce of walue and come
ower scraps while pigs wallm than any one of the people whequipped with it — no one
the exess of terrified caninenust live within its influence. makes gu \aluable: gu simply
are \aluable. dmmers, econem
ic systems, theories, gold, with
out us, a nothing meanirigl.
They hae no walue egept as
meaningul to and for us and our
needs or dess or to expand our
possibilities. @d is aock. dist a
rock. No moe \aluable in itself
than the est of the acks and
common dit out in your yad.

www .blotterrag .com
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We consider italuable becausehings enter the world at all)oN ethics and it is minovery, very

of histoy and cultue, because ofthey fill the hole that is them minor and nearly insignificant. |

beliefs w accepted withoutseles with things, the things thewill take moe people with better

thinking about them. And that issewe, their false gods, and thahinds and hets that my wn to

all. black depth in them isbegin the wdx of real change in
unquenchable: theris neser belief.. I'm just &hnny

Dollars, paper dollars, functiosuch as thing asrough.” And Appleseed or someoneyicg

the same wayhey hae \alue they will use amnpe — and | “make straight the way®r a

for no other eason than becausemply the wod “usé on pur better belief than what holds the

we hae a belief faith, they hav pose her — to achievtheir sin Eath in an ion grip at the

value. f we lost faith in them, gular goal to accumulate thingsoment. | am no one.

they would be literally dedued. to feed the emptiness andveo

In fact, dollarsepesent nothing to extend their ability to manipuRVI 21  Febwary 2014

exept a bundle of ones anthte and ma easily use.

zeres being shuffledoand in Ice &ation Zebra, signing off

the computers of bankBhats Such people, in our cougthawe

what yu really hag faith in: become the per money junkies

ones and emwes.Which is no that contol eely aspect ofour @

more or less meanimdyin itself life. In the world, their handsear
than having faith in mwng in ewry mess, turning it to their
amound a bunch of shinyejonv fawr. Not by some sorof con
rocks beteen bank aults. 1 spiracyNo, not at all: because of
should only make sense to us bad ideas, upsidevdo interpe-
hawe faith in any of this and theations of eality that smad
system it suppts IF it makes through our cultwr long ago like
our lives mog conenient, cg- a vius. And gu caift kill a vius
ative, fuller and allavs us to be with a gun. tl takes aenolution
better people — not de facto seof belief a nev faith, something
vants of the ones anedres and that expands the haoiz for
shiny ocks and people who lusivhat humans can be and do, th
after them as if theyeamoe allows us to havand lie our pri
important than human beingsvate destinies while supiay
and encouraging others in thei
Because such people, in their sedhd all cooperating to takeeca
ishness, @y hae no seJfno “I” of common need$he “ism$ of
to speak of — theyeanot ce- the past, especially those of t
ative, they do not eate good 19th c., a& dead — they took ug
lives for themseads, their com as far as they could in their expd
munities, the fute we ae all imentation for better and, often
implicitly entusted with.They for worse. And this includes-ais
do not instantiateeal alues — se-faie capitalism. Especiall
justice, may truthfulness, car *that*.
ing, courage, temperanceu-pr
dence and so tor — in this No, | am unsw what ought to
world thiough their actions andreplace this, hence my consterr
lives (which is the only way sudion. My philosophical whris in

Coming soon from
Light finger Books
an imprint of

The Blotter Magazine, Inc.
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Thr ee by J enni fer M acBain-Stephens

“Nighti e”

Notes on “Nghtie:” 1) a Sleeping outfitthat Laurie gasme for my bihday 2)
colors: hot pink and black. 3) | baweer worn it. 4) | hate the wak “nighti€
5) exeryone knavs a piece of clothing like this is not bought for sleeping purgoses.
6) It sits in the back of my topediser draav 7) Being unworn, does this mean §)
there is an absence of jor my body? Ob) that | doft like the color pink? Both
of these thingseanot tue, et thee lay the disaded nightieTo be descripty it
Is sleesless (of course) withudfled edge, plunging neck (becausewywould

be shocked if | left out the widplunging,”) and sharshot. 8) Logisticallyit

Is almost just a topOne might een be confused if it is just a top or a top/bot
tom dress-like comboHow do | get my headamd this frilly landing padhis
Barbie winged halo dess, this &te Mdler saloon costume? Laurie is one of ny
best friends. Blybe she noted something | tlidn

www .blotterrag .com
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111 N Ola”

Eweryone needs a stHrey can waste awayThis long gray knit has an alligator face at ong
end. | dream of all the places | would go if | tidane to buy a ne furnace. A favite alpha
state escape iseGcent CityT he wought ion gates and flay pop Vampie tours and frilly

canopied beds hide ab@ound ghosts | want to meetifpmy achitectue, span my midnighg
wings and &nish moss. ydog is deemed toeeacti€’ for puppy class. | will steal somé&one
vision boat. When Ive dug us out of these stacksef Mork Times, thez is a sleep number ¢f
warmth in the @ok of my armThere is actuakiading in bednlthe Morning. My alligator
hunkers dan, patols the territgr of my most vulnerable pany jugular gin, teasing out whdt
to bite, what to aid, what to kill. H traels light.

“H elen”

| remember caying her-hw my body didhewen knav what was happening to ittB
that didrt matter wearing my grandmaeters black elastic waist skit must hag been
made out of some crazy synthetic material to last as long asyitstieh. itched slo-
ly, this cast off skisnuggled my abdomen the entime. Helen, who traated all wer
the world befa@ it was fashionable, could walk into a baambirg like shenmed the
place. | lged her like a mothethe died befermy daughtérbith. We named our tiny
sceaming mite after her- but adteéthe name slightlycould not steal my grandmotbgr
spirit and gig it to this squirmy littleed stranget thought | would instantly kmoher
but that took some tim&he skit held up to the ninth month and then it was out of
time. | kept it folded on a shelf in my closet, not letting it go, dilkdowvith things &
love unbearahly
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“It's g ood”
by T om P escatore

Google schedules my day for me,

it's beenaars since | could

remember what | liked, see

the ads on the sidedttotem,

say gur pragr to the

Amapdnian gods, | suggesuy

read them used;sittheaper

and thees minimal vwar and tear

just speak with theeddit cad

swipe and the tap of the modern
poet, finish up with the security code
stanza the signagus( the public
private public knas its you

and can connect the heatfrthe

bank account blues, the scrawl on the html
wall, the mailbboand the waiting game,
the unwrapped potential, buying homogszhiz
fame, e aeri a cult of money

we just knav what ve want

and its whatesr we're told:

I’'m good.

www .blotterrag .com
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The Dream Journal

real dreams, real weird

Please sed excerpts from your own dr eam journals. If nothing else, wd’love to read
them. We wont publish your wh ole name.

mermaid@blotterrag.com

| had this weird dream that | was at school and walking between classes and instead of bqoks |
was carrying a baby in my arms and the baby was made of blood and kept getting smalleff as the
blood dripped through my fingers onto the floor
OB - cyberspace

CONTRIBUTORS:

James Pounds has had more than a few iterations: writer, green builder, designer, yoga teacher, karate
sensei, and corporate sales exec. He holds an MFA in Writing from Vermont College of Fine Arts. He
writes under the name Jim Pat Pounds when he wants to feel like a cowboy. His work has appeared in
New Literati, Sorin Oak Review, Santa Fe Sun, and The Hawaii Women’s Journal. Read more:
http://japounds.blogspot.com/

Claudia Royal Coleman , poet, novelist, and translator, has published scholarly articles in English and
French as well as book translations from French. She has recently completed her novel, A Charmed Life ,
and is writing a second. She teaches literature at Cal Poly State University in San Luis Obispo, California.

Gary Lundy of Missoula MT writes, “my poems have appeared recently in: ginosko (online); my favorite
bullet (online); indefinite space; prairie winds; the prague revue (online); assaracus; snow monkey
(online); otoliths (online); and cirque (online). my fourth chapbook, when voices detach themselves ,
was published this past september by is a rose press.”

Richard V an Ingram lives, draws and writes out of San Antonio, TX. Check out his work at www.loser-
comix.com.

Jennifer MacBain-S tephens is the author of the chapbook EveryHerDies , (ELJ Publications, forthcoming
2014.) She has poems published in Emerge Literary Journal, Superstition Review, Foliate Oak Literary
Magazine, Thirteen Myna Birds, Rufous City Review, Menacing Hedge, Stirring, Eunoia Review, Gravel
Magazine, Star82Review, Burningwood Journal, Bitterzoet Magazine, and other journals online and in print.
She was recently nominated for Best of the Net. Jennifer’s poem “Growths” recently won third place in the
Midwest Writing Center’s twenty-four hour writing extravaganza: The Iron Pen Contest. For a complete list
of publications visit: http://jennifermacbainstephens.wordpress.com/

Tom Pescatore grew up outside Philadelphia dreaming of the endless road ahead, carrying the idea of the
fabled West in his heart. His work has been published in literary magazines both nationally and interna-
tionally but he’d rather have them carved on the Walt Whitman bridge or on the sidewalks of Philadelphia’s
old Skid Row.

Phil Juliano has been cartooning for over twenty years. His comic strip, “Best In Show”, is a visual inter-
pretation of his daily life and struggle to find his place in society. He's a beer snob, baseball fan and avid
outdoorsman, usually all at the same time. “Best In Show” is currently being featured in several newspa-
pers and magazines and is syndicated by MCT Campus where it is distributed to college and university
newspapers across the country. To see more of Phil's work go to www.bestinshowcomic.com

page 15






