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“Objed Lessons”

In that way that @/tend to has for changing things for no
reason other than to saye Wae, they call themTéachable
Moments.” | suppose that it soundsarmoactie, interactie, po-
gressig, and less....unintentionalvhen | was gqung, | thought of
the ‘Object in object lessons as actually meambpctie as in
there was aeal point (an objecy and it was achex/without biag
(objectiely).

Object lessonsere moments in life that supposedly infysed
an individual with some experience theytdide befoe, occasion
ally using hakr knocks. LossThe agony of defeatWhen | was a
child, they sometimes happengddcident, or at least without 1mal
ice of foethought. Taking a turn standing on the pedals of my bicy
cle, @er a bumpand suddenlynii flying. Rit people cannot fly
Boom. (bject lessonYou tell me: sit on the bidg seat, take turps
a bit moe caefully somebody needs toenv helmets for bike Fic
ers, doihspend money onthiodontue until a child has passed a
tain age/temperament. yMjod, hav did my pagnts surive this?
They must havdecided that of my sisters and I, if two of us made it
out of childhood alerit was acceptable odds.)

Teachable moments, perhaps on the other hartlpae tid-
bits of useful time whea pant shouldihbe looking atwitter, or
watchingTV, or paver-napping, but rather having a chat with their
children. They shouldhbe arguing moments, ore&xsing or un-
ning errands or unwinding or checking thvesagmomentsThis may
seem intuitig, but | hag disceered in the fullness of time thiat
almost nothing is such. ftén, teachable moments come at a fime
when something is happening, something\aiiderdy both pagnt
and child. An eant that can be contextuatiz
Assume that | made mistakes when | first took charge of the| hom
front. If's an easy assumption, Wramost nothing. | just latched
on to little hands whenagsing the set, made personallyessafe
ty belts wre buckled beferstating the car and tasted all the food to
see if it was too hot. Easier that, wean to let them beaun over,
thrown from the car or burn their tonguesut Bs my girls get older
my ability and temperament for telling them - ahem, teaching them
what is going on in the world andahthey should handle it, whiat
they should learndm it, is steadily counéet ty their avn capacity
for rejection of all things martal. h other wods, they & gowing
up and desloping a skill for making (I hope | hdpmgdeihope
rational decisions about thingadEnce so far shis that their choic
es a@ mostly good choicesf @urse, & still early - call it the que
ter-house turn of the long race to adulthood (at which point,
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told with rrasonable assurance, | wikk haw little influence at all.

And | am not alone - my wife and | @édviends wadin
through this same, fairly depptch. | would call it a fun-house 1
or a pller coastebut | dort want yu to take awaydm this that

there is anythingamotely silly about it, @kng for egitemens sake.

Yes, e love our childen. Yes, v want them to gw up balanced ar
self-eliant. Yes, w want them to be safe and healty, we dort

know haw to enswe all of these factors in the set caltediGg Up

in the moderrVenn Dagram of life. And, damn it, it doeseen
funny at all.

Note to self:tlis, actually Funny | mean. f that way that

watching a toddler clobber their father in the nuts with a wiffle-b
is funny We laugh, and bite our lip at the same time, because-I
ter hav poor our memgris, ve all emember what’st like to be
clocked in the slats, and @all look fovad to laughing when'stnot
our turn to be the target. yWbwn mom and dad ent thiough this
| was going to use the wdsuffet but | honestly donknow that

[{®)

they ver all that worried about my outcome. Like | saidd
pretty smar (well, petty sma) sisters and maybe my follksewust
hoping for the law of akages to be oleely(yu knawy, in that sam
way that the speed-limit is obeyn the interstate.p &hen | decid
ed to go dan a hill on a sled, or in a wagon, or on a skadkelooan
the back of a station wagon, theyiged. After all, théy told me
more than once what the outcome of such shenanigans (and
other less transpation-related eants) might be.

The truth (as | see it) is, it takes all of the patience, stu
ness, long-term-menyofof our evn youth) and humor & hae to
keep fom behaving like lunatics - keeping them locked indbens

home-schooling, deditng meals on compaented metal trayfg,
making all decisions for them, permitting no eleictaccess what$p

ewer to the outside world. And why notPleast fom my perspe
tive, the outside world has gone full-on bull-goose loony
Hog-wild, like lyrics @dm some oldt8nessong: lee and hop
and sex andeéams. And driving. And college, andkiwgrand bygs.
To live in this tavn youve gotta be tough tough tough. And of ¢

theres only me to help steer thenonm8times my wife helps, b (it

had when gu blav your cedibility shouting for them to come in (
of the rain just because #¥ea little wind. And lightning. Well,
theres that.) Bt mostly | think is my job to wander thmgh the
dakness for them, looking for one honest...anythitayin§ just 4
bit ahead of them, hoping that | might point out the pitfalis.
deadfalls. Mgara &lls.

continued on page 15
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Oh, still crazy after all these
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Paper Cu ts: Books You Shoul d Have Read

Off The Record - David M enconi (Writer s’ Club P ress, 2000)
by Marti n K. S mith

Not long ago | vate a doing a local music skhoon “exhaustich involved fiwe
novel, All Tomorows Rirties set WXDU for Hvis-only-knavs Eurasian strippers, a sling, a
mostly in the local music scenwow long, for ecommendations.trained goat, &ldi-Whip and
here in our par of North To my surprise, Bhcons book chocolate sprinkles, and a mound
Canlina. ('s awailable at hee was the only one hewnaf of cocaine the sizof a delux
wwwwileequirte.com  Hint David Menconi is the Marshall ampdurnalistic ethics
Hint. Call Now — Operators rock critic for the Raleigdews are a theme in Bhcons book:
Sanding B!) While woking on & Obserer, and off the ecod” staying 6n the ecod” about Q
it, 1 figured that, with so manyis of course a journalism ternkeeps insider access accessible
creatie people heabouts, ther He may hay wanted toefer to and paghecks coming, but going
were bound to be other locally“recod’ as in turntables too, butoff it and pointing out that he
souced neels orbiting the samef so, he did it so subtly that has a &ious BRoblem, might
topic; and wanted to see what thmissed it. Anyway'off the sae his life. Awhat point do
“competitioff was up to | recod’ is all the juicy storiesyou let yur human @sponsibHi
asked Bss @ady whds been repoters might hear backstage ¢y outrun your professional

ower late-late night beers, buambitions and / orour check
which the stotellers will deny book?

with lawyers attached if need be, Not surprisingly one of
should the epoter actually the main characters @ff The
repot them. Br example: oh Recalt is a ock critic: kKn
the recod” would say that Morrison of the “Raleigh dily
Famous RBckstar Q has beerNews [translation: News &
hospitalied for Khaustion. Obserer] Thers also a club
“Off the ecod” would be whis owner: Bob &ter, a et with
pers that the @umstances of €’ traumatic war memories, who

www .blotterrag .com
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runsEach a popular-with-bands with figuative as ell as Iit drifted away at all.ndtead,
Raleigh gnue. Translation: any el fire. f anpne had the they clusted behind the
of seeral Raleigh clubs in the cojones to book an act he crowd for a surprise attack,
‘90s. ts not described much wanted, g simply byr waiting only to be sum
sae for being in the walnouse  them - schedule acts that moned. Tommy began to
district ly the raiload tracks, would at@ct the same audi stum a bit fastetaking his
though fortunately most of the  ence immediately keefand guitar fom jingle-jangle to
bands that play thee were loud after his competisoshe, chucka-chucka aayRook
enough to dwn out the passing and undeut their up a pair of lmshes and
trains.”] There is a concepro- prices...8nds we negr stoked the tempp dum
moter Gus DeGande (née hapy about being used as ming on his cymbalsinel
Giusseppe [iacomo) of pawns in his tuwars. Bt by line, the tension built.
Grandiose ®ductions, who is A he was adll that esrybody Less atmospheric ande mor
Blob Of Evil Seae: one way or anothbad to distinct, the wads and music
Guss tentacles seemed pay weert so much floating as
to each ewwhez. Rial And then thess Tommy taking flight....After ang
promoters dguently taed Aguilar leader ofTAB [trans.: ing eewthing just so
up as targets for out-of- Tommy Aguilar Bnd] — whose Tommy snhapped it all into
navhee IRS audits, iaK- habits include “lying, cheating, place and sent his concoction

ably at a time when cash stealing, waring desses (or into orbit. H eaed back
flov was tight; or the subject nothing at all) onstage, acting and escalatedorft a soft
of a fie depament inspec  crazy frequently smelling bad,”

tion (or an anonymous bomb not to mention smashing guitar

threat) on the one night of and tape plays if they deop a

the month they ceeded “hostile attitudé towads him;

their building legal capaci “neeitheless [possessing] a ne.

ty. A bant insmments and lethal combination of charm,-tal

gear might tarup inexpli ent and entéainment alué —

cably missing, or aoup l.e., a batshit crazy but brillian
might arrie at a @nue to  musician.
find it bumed to the The notes and tones

ground...When all else and syllables 'chebeen
failed, @Gande could fight throwing into the air hatn
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croon to a hell-hound shriek  out” But his orph&ncav who thinks thege the best thing
that made ew hair on the ing for guidance and hés heat in his six gars ofun-
back of ew neck stand appowal added still another ning Eachoffers to manage them
up... layer of complicationsa.T and gets them their first toufe
He hasTEMPT ME tat Gus, Tommyg ambitiousness also waas a subtle father / men
tooed on his knuckles, left and had the feel of a dutiful sontor / protector feeling twads
right respectely because he fulfilling an unwanted obli Tommy one trauma-ed sodcr
likes hav they look when cup  gation. tiseemed to be what ognizing the pain of another
ping fangirfsbreasts. 4 dad eenone else expected oiGus, seeking like Alexandewne
committed shotgun suicide when him...If the audience let him worlds to conquer [trans.: we
Tommy was fourcausing his dovn and didh come prey to s@w over and get rich
mom to take up permanereist around, wll, that couldn  on], wheels, deals and steals thernr
dence in an asylum.elvants —  be helped.uBwhat heegal away offering ecoding con
in a way he can only dimly com ly wanted was for someondracts and stadium she ken
prehend or diculate, but pas else to step in anches#ate and Bob eluctantly take @&s
sionately @arns for —ack star  the whole thing — million- emplgyment offer as acolytes to
godhood; but of a transcendent selling albums, magazinetheTAB machine he eates, y-
pure kind that will lea/him for caers, the wks — and then ing to still the feeling theg
e\er innocent, &e of any canp- take the blame for the betragdTommy — a feeling that

tion or guilt. ken Qus, Hil inevitable, ensuing apir  only inceases along with
Seaeblob that he is, picks up on tion. HEher way Tommy  Tommys heoin intake. Bould
it: himself would be off the they say nothing and stay atloar
So Tommy Auilar hook. the lucratie gravy train; or tell
could want to be a stath- Oh, BTW: Tommys also eweryone “Lhless this guy gets
out seeming like he wanteda heoin fan. some help theris going to be a
to be one; an imfaott line So one night K€n wanders serious train weck,” at serious

to walk in the wit of into Bols clulh hearsTAB, is personal risk? [trans.u$3s not
undergyund ock bands.eH  blown awayand says so in hisinwilling to hae people killed].
was hatly the only per column. H hopes that if theyAnd Tommy poor fuckup
fomer who wanted it both scoe fame, hHi get pofessional Tommy — under all the ggsues,
ways, the par of stdom kudos for helping them do so -his angels and demons pull-mer
without the stigma eélling  be their Eritic of ecod.” Boly cilessly at opposite ends of his
pshe with the ripping foe of
two diesel locomotsg. There is
indeed a train weck; and not
eweryone makes it out adiv
| suspect that Bhconi
has a seable @sevoir of off-the-
recod stories he drawn on for
the book. Ther ae ralistic
scenes of theuwttgey and shab
by horiors of indiewck touring,
knowledgeable glimpses olvee
paper-office habits and practices.
Howe\wer, its largest and most
educational — slash — disiing
www .blotterrag .com
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featue is its wide no-illusionsThe characters, their dialogu&anted to raise my lighter to it in
portrayal of haw The Music and deses, a all depth-ful and proper ock & roll appeciation,
Industy woks: the ways clubcredible, the women just as mualntil my husbandeminded me
owners, critics, pmoters so as the men. n(lone scenethat it was a librgrcopy Does it
(sleagblob or not), the media,TAB's bassist Mhelle gets compete with my nel? Nt at
and ecod labels all semi-ineesTommy ly the balls, literallgnd all. Theyre two diffeent tales,
tuously veae themsebs avund for well-desesed easons. You with one subject in common: a
the atists. (Bob likens musiciango, girl!” | said.) Tommy is a dewtion to live local musicAll
to the infanty: first to die in touching, tragic figeralmost in Tomorows Rirtiess an outsider /
battle and last to get paid.)r Othe classical sense: despite thrbg’s viey, from out in the
perhaps, the way it used to kvobest effds of those aund him, audience. Off The Rcal takes
befoe the hternet. #ice Off because of who he is hétecat long experienceofn onstage and
The Rcad was published infuck himself eer. backstage,dm touring @an and
2000 it most likely was written in I've only skimmed therehearsal space aadad-indus
the 90s. Computerseabaely surface of all the good stuff irtry offices, and dm all the
mentioned sa&v as tools forhee. Youll read of corporatehuman crap that can happen
researh or office wée. Ther's skulldugger insurance fraud,there, and puts it on thecod.
no YouTube,Twitter or texting to faked CD barodes, sinisterwly [Translation: i still jealous.]
help speadTABS gospel. (Anddealers, gunplay (funny vino
the bars still alo smoking.) those two go togethasri it?);

The North Cawolina self-satisfied sexists deflate
backgound is minimal, a hand S&M, concer riots, junkies
ful of names: Raleigh and f;ardoing faceplants intoasous
UNC and its radio stationrestaurant meals, and mor
WXYC, the Duke Coffeehouse,When Id finished it, after two
the Vettigo Diner (it used to be evenings of bingesading, |
in Raleigh but | céanrecall
whee). Qher entities maer
involved in the plot hav cy
aliases. ‘6tk $Hde’ = Rolling
Sone.“Bouncé = Sin (I think).
“Cashba’ = Billboad. The
Raleigh “Bormodomé = PNC
Arena, most likely After all, v
wouldrit want any @s-types
suing Menconi for slandenowv
would we? Anywayit's not
important; too much local colc
mightve sleved davn the tale.

And a vell-told tale it is
indeed. tl has the pace and pl
twists of a good thrilledt's nar
rated in the dr sadonic world-
sadnessoice of a Raymon
Chandler nojralong with som:
deliciously dr sadonic humor
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Fiv e Minut es Wit h: Mario n G raceWoolley

by La in e Cunningham

Ed Note:Great Botterfriend and eentually becoming playfelwork backwats, leaving him
Laine Ginningham - neelist, low to the daughter of thdx&@ enough time to meet Christine
essayist, analyst of all thingsf Iran. It's a stor that is hinted and to hag left home at an early
publishing - sent us another ofat, but neer fully told. age.That biought me to aund
her shot interviews. We're 1850.
thankful and jealous in almostLC: How did the idea delop
even measu. that sheuns into once pud latched onto the seedProm thee it was a case of
the coolest people and has the researhing the times.
presence of mind to hit them upMGW: In the grand style ofThankfully thee was a vivid cast
for insights into their wn wit- Rosenantz and @Gildenster, it of historical characters to draw
ing expeences. Q@r thanks to was eally about taking aely inspiration fom.
her. minor character dm a much

loved classic, and putting hekC: What was the pharyou
Laine @nningham: Tell me cente stag&he existence ®he enjoed most about writing this
about the idea fofhose Rsy Persian in the original wel, and work?Was this in line withour
Hours. What spated the seedrefeence to both theufana and other woks or was it a surprise?
concept? ‘those osy hours,” would suggest

that something deeply significatlGW: Growing up | always
Marion GaceWoolley:Those happened all thosears ago wrote stories to entam myself
Rosy ldurs at Mzandaan is a but it wasit until amund 2008
refeence taken &dm Gaston The first par of deeloping the that | attempted to write my first
Leouxs nael The Phantom of plot inwlved woking out ough  novel. | was & SO wlunteer in
the (pea. It refers to a period inly when thoseears ago actuallyAfrica, and ther washmuch to
the Opera Gosts life befar the were. By taking the completiondo in the egnings. | didhhawe a
Paris (pera Hbuse was built. Asof the Rris (pera Huse as antelevision, radio, or many books
a young man, Bk is said to ha& anchoy and assumingrik, the to read.
trawelled extensaly learning to Phantom, must hav plagd a
throw the Rinjab lasso imtia, pat in building it, | was able to

www .blotterrag .com
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Up to nov, most of what Ve
written has been practise’s ||
been about me exploring n
interests and my style of writin
I've dabbled in haor, historical
fiction and omance. Ve learned
something dm each ne&l Ive
written, yet when | look back of
them, | see so many of the-m
takes writers make in the e
days.With Rosy ldursl feel as
though | hae finally come off
age.

Marion Grace Woolleys novel
Those Bsy Hburs at
Mazandaran is awailable
through Ghostwoods Books
(OBTW, check them out af
ghostwoods.com)

The Dream Journal

real dreams, real weird

Please sed excerpts from your own dr eam journals.
If nothing else, weé’love to read them.
W e wont publish your wh ole name.

mermaid@blotterrag.com

Rest boms were alwaysdtown the hall.”l dorit know why - coincidencs
destiny punishment-karma for some earlier life behavior - but ¢re
neer next door to my classm, or just aoss, or a methop and a skiy
And restooms had theirven bogies - those olderybavho, ean in ele
mentay school, hung therdooking to put the hammervdo on some
unsuspecting (or@v suspecting), twig-armediggster D | neer went
to the toilet. Not at school. | drank half of my mandated pint of g
boad-caton milk, and head the est into the big gawmizd trash-bar
rel. Nobody sawlf anybody taller than four-feet-two-inchesd;ahey
newer piped up about itl could pee lateat home.l could get into 3
crap-putine that preanted the need toamuate my lveels duringead
ing or arithmetic or librgror gym. | nexr asked for a hall pass.eng
raised mycaught shomese,”embarrassed hand.
Now, howvewer, | dream about it.A too-late cup of coffee, a cool ¢
watching the @st coast game, comes back to haunMydladder is ¢

ar

\

ne

which it was so elegantly designed (or pisedvunto after one too ma
saber-toothed lions madeed- and Brney soak their deer-skins
being chased up a¢r) Bt I'll tell you this for nothing - someday #ie
going to be an ent of Nbah-esque ppottions if | hae another of thos
dreams wherl hae to politely ask s @&rhadt if | can go to the sang
box and then make the long linoleunolsto the bgs room to stand in
front of a pacelein god andytrand make an offering, all the while-w
dering if some snaggle-toothed neandethal is going to come up b
and thump me for my lunch-money man can only successfully
himself out of REMleep so ofterfomething has to gv

tough old bid, it can take a fair amount of abuse and still do the Hi) for

B.B. - cyberspace

Yy
er

D

opl
hind me
rag

Support the cause!
www.losercomix.com/#!comix/c22j5
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Two by C harl es Evans

“thr ead 38”

mate for life,aturn to

the nest to sleegow

old. or shar thoughts with

the contented, bonelessatues within
our pillovs. ve do not

dae to wake them.des

sicken. w animals sleegurendering
ourseles to our unfounate sentience,
trapped; be it within the

sorow itself or the loose

pieces in the dying harmonium
in the parlourthe childen

were emulsified and dmwed for
the holidays. shooter and victims
alike ae buried, funeral homes

owemwhelmed with families and innocents
seeking a solace which does

not exist. a ghostly milk

jug haunts ourefrigeratoryet

again, the armageddon math failed

us.

www .blotterrag .com
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“thr ead 4 3”

in what chuch, what furries
studio vere you wedded? bound
now by sharing dram seets
what deam seets ha® you
shaed? tying thy nuptial chains

and pragr beads the furrier
hums hymnals.oy hae no
home nav sae for the

boneless @dding bed, the quiet
second life. the grim cage

the first life, gnawing upon
the walls, the trilobites in

the asphalt, animals in other
garments, like the killer eating
the dead mambrain. awaken

my bloody pillav; i cannot
sleep withoutgu. love and
nothingness arthe same.ewv
crossed many loters just to
come in to warm our

hands.
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“thr ead 66”
by C harl es Evans

we ae loely hae such

pretty televisions, &d this way
for centuries beferthe wat
vampie een existed. will our
love, my deabe emembexd

as braan or brag? strays

hide disgraced tomatoes, shmaster
shaken thm th wall for

later use. our n&Fs aa

still learning. i am a

dream th bottle wdrforget.
our ghost is not old,
needs time to gw trying
to warm its hands in

th sink, it burps, is

farmed, then squesel for juice.
we sneak in & out

of bed, doz off during

staring contests, let th sky
go dak b/c we lost

track.

www .blotterrag .com
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“Why I'd M ake AR ealy Bad DrugMule”
by J oe Buo nf iglio

| could NEVER be a drg mule. whiskey next to my keybdar
It just wouldit be a good idea.Dont be such a sntass. | can only setch my dignity so
It's not for a lack of emjmg (Although, in all likelihood, thatfar.
product, mind pu. fthat orer will probably be my fate.Yhe
stuffed condom could just leakinspoken-until-nw truth is that On top of the obious unseemly
eeeeeeeeers0 slightly that I'm talking hemorrhoids. Andmedical quandgr thee is also
would be just fineyome. You not just any hemmiesyriters the wholerio sense of @ictiori
know, not enough to kill me; justroids honkin big suckers. thing with which to contend.
make me forget what coyntm Hemorrhoids the szof ostrich Because Ist face it, without a
in for a couple of days. eggs. ldmorrhoids that comeGPS, d hae no fucking clue as
with their avn zip code. to honv to get home &m the
Now looking at my asyur first Hemorrhoids that wiea tube of supermdet, let alone make my
thought is going to be ‘@nn! Preparation H ointment as somway fom some sgltering, god
This guy would be a natural assot of quaint aperitif You just forsaken &ith American hell
drug mule.” Bt no, youd be cart stick a sex-balloon stuffetiole back ndin to motherrmert
wrong. t would neer wok. with China white up ther it ca. G&d only knavs hav many
Heres why.. worit woik. Bven if you could, souls wre sagd when | was
youd need to he a pofessional kicked out of the Coastu@d
The first hudle is born of my sahage company inaer to hag Academy back in the days of my
primary profession; m a writer ewen a modicum of hope ofyouth. Me skipper a Coast
That means | sufferofin the extracting it outta ther ® dort Guad wvessel?
“writers curse.” N, thats not ewn think about it. M not
indicative of me wding in bleeding out just so some rictCaptain de! We're leceiving a
McDonalds until Im 70 yars Hollywood prick or gasy skid desperate SOSoifn a sinking
old just to keep the lights on, theow junkie can get high; not aship just nah of us! What ae
cigs in my pocket and thesh any price. your od— Are you flipping a
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coin?” same time, et its me they can 9 units and wll haw the doc
wait to bend eer and she the check gu— Ch my God! Dd

A good dug mule needs to kmo old latex ghee up my nether you just shit gurself?!”

the diffeence beteen nath and regions in aler to extensaly

south. f's just a necesgakillset and uncomfdably explax some S if you need a dig mule, look

| do not possess. inner quest to unwer illegal elsavhee. | hae no intention of
paty fawrs during my cavitywinding up spending the next

Another thing arcial to being a seath theywe uncezmoniously twenty years being i@ Bubbas

proper dug mule is to beela raised to the lel’ of maniacal big-house boilemom backdoor

tively nondescript;our physical spelunking. bitch simply because | didec

featues should be commonplace, ogniz my evn vocational limita

unremakable, unmemorable inl actually look as ifni hiding tions. The only thing Il be traf

ewry way The authorities something ... always ... at dlicking within the confines of my

should take one look atuyand times. This is not a good qualityrather otund posterior is the

not give you a second thought. in a dug mule. A drg mule ewntual Ilyproduct of the
should not look like ...ell ... a “Grilled Suft Nacho By Bo”

Me? |look like a@ss beteen a drug mule.This brings me to thefrom Taco EII.

pedophilic mall &ta and some grand finale...

one ecently placed on the tar Hey you “Live Mas your way

ist no-fly list. AirpdrfTSA agents When | get neous, | swat. and Il live it mine.

take one look at me whilenl’

innocently placing my elemtic No, you dort get it. | mean | © 2015 &seph P Buonfiglio

devices and my shoes into the siaeat. | eally swat. A fucking All Rights Rseved.

ray bins and they salig. There lot. As in | egessigly exrete

| am in the security féng-line perspiration. Mist. Im really Je Rionfiglids absutist-humor

right next to a huneéd other really moist. m just ... vet. blog “Ptpourri of the imned

hapless schmucks cied to do is found at: https://potpour

the exact-same thing at the exably drivers test, exams of anyiofthedamned.wdpress.com/
kind or duration, my edding,

For sale - cheap - on book and script pitching, public
Amazon.com (where else?) speaking, prate speaking..hi
| even swat if | doft know the
ansver to a question wheml’

watching fuckingeopady! Can
you imagine me being grilled b
the authorities at the latar?

“Okay Mister Boo-wan-figgy-
leo, ae you entering the coumtr
today for business or for pleas—
Hey ae you okay?!edus Christ,
your clothes arfucking soaked!
Are you having a heaattack or
something? Ul your car wer
there next to the Bder Rtrol K-

www .blotterrag .com
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continued from page 3

Because the other thing about an object lesS@ael@able bment - is thatgu hae to swr
vive it to learn fsm it. Dorit run in the hall makes sensanDrun in the minefield? Alsogty good
advice. @&y away ém bagys! lacks that easy to fwllogic for most teenaged girls, mine included.
“They smell and aroften moderately-to-s@ly dumbass,” whileut, lacks edibility coming fsm
my mouth - the mouth of a (self?) righteous fagdrook for an object lesson or a teachable m¢
or some simple tool dimic choice of wds, considering) to help me crack the code on landir
plane (damn all mexl metaphors, anyli® And hope that thgg OK, when they let go of my ha
walk daovn the sidealk, turn the corner at the end of the block.

Garry - chief@blotterrag.com

And

ment
g this
nd,

CONTRIBUTORS:

Charles Evans makes things, writes stuff, and resides somewhere. he has lived a life, more or less, and will contin-
ue to do so for a reasonable amount of time. to see additional work please visit www.charlesdevans.com

Martin K. Smith is our Capo de tutti capi, publisher of The Blotter Magazine, producer of The Blotter Radio ‘Zine (on
wcomfm.org on Tuesdays at 10:00PM), author of the novel All Tomorrow’s Parties, and a fair country gardener. It is
an honor to be his friend.

Laine Cunningham is an author, novelist, columnist, editor, teacher, sponsor (of our recent novel contest) coffee-
lover, and friend. We haven't seen her in a while and miss her face.

Joe Buonfiglio is our “Guest Columnist” for the summer, because we thought you could use a little funny in your lives.
He writes, “After a stint in LA promoting a humber of dark-humor screenplays with absurdist inclinations, I'm now in
the southern writers' paradise of North Carolina. With my ever-growing flock of Twitter followers (just north of 7,800
at the time of this writing), my weekly absurdist-humor blog Potpourri of the Damned attracting lovers of humour noir,
pitching the dark absurdist-humor sci-fi/fantasy book-manuscript THE POST-APOCALYPTIC DINING GUIDE: An End-
of-Days Search for American Haute Cuisine and the Meaning of Human Existence, currently crafting a compilation
book derived from the most humorous posts and comments uploaded to my various social-media outlets, as well as
a soon-to-be-completed speculative screenplay based on a beloved cartoon from the late 1960s, my literary Muse
keeps a never-ending flow of writing projects continually in the pipeline. As a true believer that "content is king," down-
time is not something | find myself with in great supply these days.”

Phil Juliano Is a husband, and Dad, in Minneapolis, He’s hard at work on many projects, including a graphic novel.
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